St Columba’s
Scottish Episcopal Church
Largs

June 2022

Saint Columba’s Day Ninth June
My dearest Lord, be thou a bright flame before me, a guiding star above
me, a smooth path beneath me, a kindly shepherd behind me, today and
for evermore. - St. Columba of Iona
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The Scottish Episcopal Church
is a self-governing province of the world-wide Anglican Communion.
This is a family of over 70 million Christians in more than 160 countries.
Our nearest relations are the Church of England, the Church in Wales
and the Church of Ireland. Through the Porvoo agreement we are also in
full communion with many other branches of the Church.
St Columba’s in Largs, is one of over 60 Episcopal congregations that
work and worship within the Diocese of Glasgow and Galloway. We are
part of Ayrshire Region and our neighbours include congregations in
Ardrossan, Dalry, Troon, Kilmarnock, Prestwick, Ayr and Maybole.
The area covered by St Columba’s includes Largs, Skelmorlie, Fairlie and
West Kilbride and ecumenically we play a very active part in Largs
Churches Together.
We welcome all regardless of any defining characteristic that may
otherwise be used as the basis for discrimination.

Revd Mark Goodman
I always find it a bittersweet moment when the
swallows return for the summer. It is wonderful to
see the first arrivals and think about the journey they
have survived just to get here. There is a feeling of
welcoming the new arrivals as many will make for
the same nests as they had the previous year. This
is their place on earth, as much as it is mine. It is
bittersweet, because when their departure comes it
tells us that we must start getting ready for winter.
I always try to take time just to sit and watch them darting here and there
and feeding off flying insects. Their flight often seems chaotic, but the
swallow is a skilful acrobat and knows what it is aiming to do.
I used to live on the Northamptonshire and Lincolnshire border on the
southern ridge of the Welland Valley. Another bird that was becoming
very established there was the Red Kite. They used to fly regularly over
our house. The Kites were quickly identifiable by their forked tails. They
would glide around the skies over the village with a frightening majesty.
At close quarters it was easy to think of them as the distant descendants
of the dinosaurs, with hooked beak and striking eyes. There would be
occasional incursions by Buzzards which would compete for dominance
over the valley, but invariably the Red Kites would see them off.
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When out walking at the top of the valley you could see the Red Kites at
fairly close quarters. They would often be seen just hanging in the air,
riding the wind but almost motionless. Watching them was fascinating as
they moved so little in the air. When it seemed as if nothing was moving,
you would notice that there was a slight movement or twitch of the tail
feathers. It was almost imperceptible, but you could see its signature
forked tail moving enough to keep it in place before disappearing across
the valley in search of food.
This is a winding way to introduce Pentecost, when the disciples received
the gift of the Holy Spirit. This is the beginning of the Church and the
Holy Spirit has led us and guided us to this day. I think the two birds help
us to understand some of the ways in which the Holy Spirit works. The
Spirit, like the Swallow, goes where it will. It is wild and unpredictable
but beautiful in motion, but there is purpose in everything that happens in
each flight. The Holy Spirit is beautiful and full of the love of God. There
are times when it will seem almost reckless, but it calls us to new works
and new ways to look at the world.
The Holy Spirit, too, is gentle and guides us caringly and carefully, just a
touch here, the slightest prompting there, to stay in the right place doing
the right thing, just like a tail feather does.
As the first 3000 Christians found on the day of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit
is God’s loving power to lead and guide us. It is through our prayer that
we discover how God will do that for each one of us.
Mark

Services at St Columba’s

Sunday Eucharist
8.00am and 11.00am
Sunday@5
Wednesday Eucharist 10.00am
Other Services in June:
9th June Patronal Festival 7pm, followed by a
Fellowship Supper
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Patronal Festival – Thursday 9th June
The Patronal Festival on Thursday June 9th at 6.30pm with Eucharist will
be followed by a bring and share supper. Please fill in what you will bring
for the meal on the notice in the Porch: savoury dish, salads, sweet
treats, cheese, crusty bread.
We will provide meats and fish

Dates for your Diary
Saturday, 28 May
Thursday, 9 June
Mon 4 – Friday 8 July
Tuesday 5 July
Saturday, 23 July
Tuesday, 6 September
Saturday, 10 September
Sunday 25 September
Sunday 2 October
Sunday 30 October
Tuesday 1 November
Sunday
Saturday 3 December

2nd Car Boot Sale
Patronal Festival
Holiday Club
Vestry Meeting
3rd Car Boot Sale
Vestry Meeting
4th Car Boot Sale
Vestry Finance Meeting
Harvest Festival & Lunch
Congregational AGM
Vestry Meeting
Taize for Advent
Yuletide Fair

Vestry Notes - 24th April

Pre-pandemic services will resume in
June, with Eucharist on Sunday at 8am and
Wednesday at 10am

The Common Cup will not be reintroduced until the Rector has fully consulted
the congregation on the matter.

The Rector is planning to introduce
Sunday evening worship in a variety of forms
 The Regional Ascension Day service is at St Ninians SEC Troon 7pm
for 7.30pm. Singers are requested to be there by 6 pm
 In the year-to-date we have a deficit of £17,000, largely due to work
done on refurbishing the rectory. The surplus of £8,361 in the previous
year reduces the impact on our reserves. Regular giving is £2,800
below budget in the year-to-date.
5

 The church heating is seen as a major factor in retaining and attracting
members. Infra-red heating panels will be investigated. The current
problem is awaiting the return from quarantine of the electrician.
 The dehumidifier is having an effect on the church, and a more
powerful one will be tried out. The Vestry expressed its appreciation of
the investigation carried out by John Robertson
 The work carried out on the organ by MacDonald of Glasgow has
already yielded an improvement in airflow and performance, and will be
followed by further work.
 The Rector will be exploring the development of the role of the Director
of Music.
 A cover will be obtained to keep the wheelchair at the church door
clean
 Wifi will be provided for hall users, subject to precautions about misuse
 A skip will be obtained for the pile of scrap accumulating in front of the
rectory, and a working party has been requested for Saturday 7th May
to deal with some of the outstanding jobs
 The hall is increasingly being used, and is providing steady income.
 The first car boot sale raised £1144, and there were many enquiries
about the next one.
 As a practical system to progressively tackle risks, the Rector proposed
introducing “Near-Miss” reports, as used in many industries. This
means any occurrence where a defect could have caused an accident
(but didn’t so it would otherwise pass unnoticed) should be reported to
the Rector, who would initiate remedial action.
 A holiday club will be held soon after the end of summer term, albeit on
a smaller scale this year than pre-pandemic, to get us into the “new
normality”. Volunteers will be sought.

Environment
The Provincial Environmental group has asked us to calculate our church
carbon footprint. We have this now as a base line number for us to work
towards to reduce this number.
The vestry are looking at ways we can start to do this. Immediately once
old stock is consumed we will be reducing our single use plastic, by
getting liquid soap, washing up liquid and kitchen cleaner from Minimal
Footprint in Largs.
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June Prayer Calendar
This month’s prayers are based on the Book of Psalms, which
provide timeless topics for reflection and prayer

1
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Now therefore, O kings, be wise; be warned, O rulers of the earth.
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Serve the LORD with fear, with trembling kiss his feet . Ps 2
I will both lie down and sleep in peace;
for you alone, O LORD, make me lie down in safety. . Ps 4
Lead me, O LORD, in your righteousness;
make your way straight before me.
Ps5
LORD, do not rebuke me in your anger,
or discipline me in your wrath.
Ps6
Sunday – Diocesan Cycle of Prayer
Judge me, O LORD, according to my righteousness
and according to the integrity that is in me.
Ps 7
When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and
the stars that you have established; what are human beings that you
are mindful of them, mortals that you care for them?
Ps8
I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart;
I will tell of all your wonderful deeds. Ps9
You are my Lord; I have no good apart from you. As for the holy ones
in the land, they are the noble, in whom is all my delight. Ps16
The LORD looks down from heaven on humankind
to see if there are any who are wise, who seek after God. . Ps 14
I will sing to the LORD, because he has dealt bountifully with me.
Ps 13
Sunday – Diocesan Cycle of Prayer
Guard me as the apple of the eye;
hide me in the shadow of your wings
Ps17
It is you who light my lamp;
the LORD, my God, lights up my darkness
Ps18
The heavens are telling the glory of God;
and the firmament proclaims his handiwork
Ps19
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Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff— they comfort me. Ps 23
The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear?
the LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?Ps27
A king is not saved by his great army;
a warrior is not delivered by his great strength. Ps33
Sunday – Diocesan Cycle of Prayer
Keep your tongue from evil, and your lips from speaking deceit.
Depart from evil, and do good; seek peace, and pursue it. Ps34
Do not fret because of the wicked; do not be envious of wrongdoers,
for they will soon fade like the grass, and wither like the green herb.
Ps37
Happy are those who consider the poor;
the LORD delivers them in the day of trouble Ps 41
God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.
Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change,
though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea Ps 46
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit
within me. Do not cast me away from your presence, and do not take
your holy spirit from me
Ps 51
You have caused the land to quake; you have torn it open;
repair the cracks in it, for it is tottering.
You have made your people suffer hard things : Ps60
Sunday – Diocesan Cycle of Prayer
Do not remember against us the iniquities of our ancestors;
let your compassion come speedily to meet us, for we are brought
very low.
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Help us, O God of our salvation, for the glory of your name;
deliver us, and forgive our sins, for your name's sake
Ps79.
Give justice to the weak and the orphan; maintain the right of the
lowly and the destitute. Rescue the weak and the needy; deliver
them from the hand of the wicked
Ps82
O LORD, how long shall the wicked, how long shall the wicked exult?
They pour out their arrogant words; all the evildoers boast.
They crush your people, O LORD, and afflict your heritage.
They kill the widow and the stranger, they murder the orphan. Ps94
Bless the LORD, O my soul: and all that is within me,
bless his holy name. Ps 103
Let everything that breathes praise the LORD! Praise the LORD! .
Ps 150
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Year’s Mind
Please remember before God those who have died and
whose year’s mind falls in June
5th
8th
12th
13th
16th
18th
21st
22nd
23rd
24th
30th

Margaret Cuthbertson
George Watson
Peter Nardini
Joan Angus, Joyce Riddett
Alan Estill, Edna Ramsden
Fiona Keith-Fraser
Joan Urquhart
Barbara Mullins, Sheila Phillips, Shareene Potter
Frank Perry
Lillian Maxwell, Isabella McGowan
John King
It is with sadness that we have to report the death of
John Macdonald on 1st May
May they rest in peace and rise in glory

Music in Church
Week upon week we sing hymns, psalms and worship songs during our
service. We also sing a more modern form of the oldest worship music handed
down in the Christian church, the musical parts of our service – the Gloria,
Sanctus and Agnus Dei. I have been doing some research over quite some
time into the way church music has developed from these early days in the
eastern churches, and how we have arrived at our present style of music in
church – a huge topic indeed.
I admit to being biased; I can find no higher expression of faith than in sacred
music. As a musician who has worked with many forms of music making, I am
moved by the way certain pieces of music both secular and sacred can speak
to us, but also I have enjoyed tracing just how tangible sacred music can be,
bringing a touching experience to us as we worship. I posed a question to
myself as I read about the early church, and just how the human voice was
used all these centuries ago in praise.
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Music has been called “the language of the soul made audible”, which
describes sound as a part of the deepest centre of human existence. Church
music has developed over time, and music has been composed to try to
elevate us as we both listen and sing. I asked a Course Director at the Royal
School of Church Music if we could draw on other senses as we sang our way
through hymns and Liturgical Music. He agreed that the theology that we sing
in our hymns can make us feel rooted in something deeper than ourselves, but
he also drew attention to the writings of Saint Augustine of Hippo where he
also wondered about employing our senses in worship. I read avidly through
the course material and found a passage written by Augustine which partly
answered my questions.
Saint Augustine talks about loving God and asks just what he himself feels in
worship and love of God. He asks does he feel the perfume rising or the
flowers in bloom, the light’s brightness, the closeness of other worshippers?
He concludes that what he feels is holy light, the smell of the bread and wine –
our holy food, the light, sound, voice, fragrance, the embrace of an interior self
where a light shines in his soul.
The course concluded with a general opinion that worship which includes
music brings our five senses into play, and does indeed elevate our souls in a
tangible way. Heavy stuff, maybe, but it certainly gave me pause for thought. I
cannot say I experience all of the above when playing a service – I am usually
too occupied with page turning to the next piece of music, and sometimes I
arrive at the close of the service wondering just how I got there, but that is my
task in a service to follow the Liturgy, hymns, psalms etc and bring things
together. Reflection on this task is good for a church musician, as it helps
grow our experience and plan for our performance within a worship framework.
Colleen Anderson

Snippets from a sermon
Revd Mark Goodman 15th May
If anyone ever accused you of being a Christian, would they have enough
evidence to convict you?

Christian Aid Week
At the time of printing, the total raised during Christian Aid week is not
available. Two teams represented St Columba’s at the Christian Aid Quiz
on Thursday 12th May and won second and third places. There were no
second or third prizes!
(What year was the Breathalyser introduced into the UK?)
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Magazine availability
If you know of anyone who can’t access the online version at
https://largs-church.co.uk/magazines/, or collect it from church,
please let me know and I can arrange for a copy to be sent to them.
Gib FitzGibbon 01294 823992

Diocese of Glasgow & Galloway
49 Cochrane Street, Glasgow G1 1HL
0141 221 5720
Diocesan website: http://glasgow.anglican.org
Bishop
The Rt Revd Kevin Pearson. email: bishop@glasgow.anglican.org
Christine Hughes (most general enquiries, usual days Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri)
christine@glasgow.anglican.org and also office@glasgow.anglican.org
Marion Noble (for enquiries regarding property matters, usual days Mon-Wed)
marion@glasgow.anglican.org
Iolanthe Stack (for enquiries regarding finance, usual days Wed -Fri)
iolanthe@glasgow.anglican.org
John Mitchell, Diocesan Secretary, ,
or at diocesansecretary@glasgow.anglican.org

St Columba’s Scottish Episcopal Church,
Aubery Crescent, Largs
Rector: Revd Mark Goodman, St Columba’s Rectory 07 483 162 576
The Vestry
Elected by the congregation to work with the Rector in the administration
of the church, and meets in January, March, September, November and
as required.
Chair
Rector
Secretary & Alternate Lay Rep
Hilary Moran
Treasurer
Chris Evans
Lay Representative
Gib FitzGibbon
Rector’s Warden
Lorna Reid
People’s Warden
Alice MacDonald
Members:
Mark Yeomans, Tim Johnston,
Linda Young, Anthony McEachen
The deadline for the July magazine is Sunday 19 June.
Magazine articles should be sent to gibfitzg@aol.com
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Life at St Columba’s
Director of Music (acting)
Colleen Anderson 07967 114624
Property Convenor
Mark Yeomans
520296
Fundraising Committee
Hilary Moran
686213
Protection of Vulnerable Groups Timothy Johnston
Appointed by the Vestry and approved by the Bishop
Mothers’ Union
Hilary Moran
686213
Church Hall Convener
Linda Young
686241
Deals with hall bookings
Flowers
Joan Hutton
672927
Sidesmen
Alice MacDonald
336329
Christian Aid
Jane Evans
673757
Alice MacDonald
336329
Representative on inter-church Christian Aid Committee
Regional Council
Alice MacDonald
336329
Intercessions Rota
Frances Robertson
686947
Altar Servers
Alice MacDonald
336329
Readers Rota
Gib FitzGibbon
01294 823992
If you would like to join any of the above, please contact the person
named.
Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals, Confessions by arrangement with
the Rector
Largs Churches Together
Press Officer
Health & Safety Officer

Alice MacDonald
Fiona Reader
Hilary Moran
Alice MacDonald

336329
686213
336329

Pastoral Visitors in the congregation: Joan Hutton, May Kidd and Alice
MacDonald
Scottish Charity Number SC004796
Printed and published by St Columba’s Episcopal Church, Aubery
Crescent, Largs KA30 8PR
The views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of the
Rector or the Vestry
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