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Turn from evil and do good; seek peace and pursue it
Psalm 34:14
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The Scottish Episcopal Church
is a self-governing province of the world-wide Anglican Communion.
This is a family of over 70 million Christians in more than 160 countries.
Our nearest relations are the Church of England, the Church in Wales
and the Church of Ireland. Through the Porvoo agreement we are also in
full communion with many other branches of the Church.
St Columba’s in Largs, is one of over 60 Episcopal congregations that
work and worship within the Diocese of Glasgow and Galloway. We are
part of Ayrshire Region and our neighbours include congregations in
Ardrossan, Dalry, Troon, Kilmarnock, Prestwick, Ayr and Maybole.
The area covered by St Columba’s includes Largs, Skelmorlie, Fairlie and
West Kilbride and ecumenically we play a very active part in Largs
Churches Together.
We welcome all regardless of any defining characteristic that may
otherwise be used as the basis for discrimination.
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Revd Mark Goodman
Well it was only a matter of time! An engineer at
Google seems to have had a conversation with a
computer, with the computer informing him that it
had feelings and knew happiness and sadness. So,
in short, the suggestion was out that there that this
computer was, in some way, sentient, that it was
emotional, responsive and had a knowledge of itself
beyond the 1’s and 0’s of its computer code.
So it seems we are progressing further into a future that once was
science fiction and now seems like our future. I am still holding out with
the idea that it will be a long time before computers will taking over as
sentient beings. I play Pointless on Alexa most days. On the basis of that
alone, I would suggest that we are safe, at least for a while. Maybe it
couldn’t understand my accent. How do you make peak and pique sound
different? Ireland and Iceland should be easy though!
There is a difference between AI and machine Learning. With machine
learning, that is the computer learning from the data it has, without being
programmed specifically for it. So maybe this is all just computers being
very impressive but not yet anything conscious. There are plenty of films
that cover this issue, i Robot and Ex Machina to name a couple. We are
intrigued by what makes something a living sentient being.
But the challenge is out there for us to think about. If and when the time
comes, how will we deal with some other kind of sentience or emotional
consciousness? It’s hard enough to work out exactly what consciousness
is now.
What this does mean though is that we will have to deal with lots of
important theological questions. What does salvation, sanctification or
redemption look like for something with that type of existence and
consciousness? Would it still be needed? I think that it would, but we
may have to come at it from a new and different angle. Well, as they say,
that is above my pay grade and it makes my brain hurt anyway.
However, there is something that we can do now and that is attend to and
think about what it is to be really human. It’s a huge subject to deal with
in a few words here. What are we before God? We are frail, fallen
creatures before God, who are loved and redeemed by him. We are
people given to faith, worship and prayer. And in the mix of it all we are
to love and emulate Jesus Christ.
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As we head into the summer months maybe we can think about what it
means for us to be human beings, you and me, and what God has done
in us and to us to make us the special creatures that we are.
With every blessing
Mark

Services at St. Columba’s July & August 2022
Sunday
8.00am Eucharist
11.00m Sung Eucharist
5.00pm Sunday@5
Our Sunday services at 5.00pm are
st
1 Sunday
Healing and Wholeness
2nd Sunday
Taizé
rd
3 Sunday
Praise Service
th
4 Sunday
Sung Evensong
Wednesday
10.00am Holy Communion

Dates for your Diary
Wednesday 29 June
Silver Jubilee for Revd Canon Gordon Fyfe
Monday 4 – Friday 8 July
Holiday Club
Tuesday 5 July
Vestry Meeting
Saturday, 23 July
3rd Car Boot Sale
Tuesday, 6 September
Vestry Meeting
Saturday, 10 September
4th Car Boot Sale
Sunday 25 September
Vestry Finance Meeting
Sunday 2 October
Harvest Festival & Lunch
Sunday 30 October
Congregational AGM
Tuesday 1 November
Vestry Meeting
Sunday
Taize for Advent
Saturday 3 December
Yuletide Fair
Congratulations to Gordon whose 25th anniversary of Ordination is
being celebrated on 29th June at St Margaret’s, Newlands
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Help Wanted!
As we settle back down into business as usual, we find that the pandemic
and Old Father Time have depleted our pool of volunteers
 If anyone would like to take over the compiling and printing of the
Magazine, please speak to Gib. It is an interesting and not too
demanding occupation – a few days a month, the chance to try out
your own ideas, and always the opportunity to learn more. If one
person does it for too long it can stagnate, so a change is good
 Volunteers are always welcome to reduce the workload on the
people involved in running the weekly services: Please speak to the
Rector about servers, Gib FitzGibbon about reading, Frances
Robertson about Intercessions, Alice Macdonald about sidesmen.
 Providing coffee after the 11am service. Please speak to me if you
are willing to join this rota. I hope to expand the number of
volunteers so that no-one is on more than once every two or three
months. Choir members, after rehearsing, are very good at putting
out tables, and I would appeal to others to help with clearing up
afterwards… Jennifer FitzGibbon.
 Mark Yeoman the Property Convener welcomes practical people to
help with painting, repairs, gardening etc
 Elections to the Vestry come up in October, and we will be looking
for people to fill, or understudy, key roles such as Secretary,
Treasurer, People’s Warden, Property Convener, Hall Convener and
representatives of our Church on Diocesan, Regional and local
bodies
 Anyone interested in, or experienced at Youth and Children
activities,
Fundraising,
Grant
applications,
Website
management would also be a welcome addition to our volunteers
 We are back on the road with the Holiday Club: 4th – 8th July
10.00am – 12.30pm. Help for all or some of the week would be
greatly appreciated.
 There is a preparatory meeting for anyone who is interested in
volunteering for Largs Churches Holiday Club, on Monday 20th
June in Clark Memorial Chapel at 7.30pm.
 Flower Rota If anyone would like to help with the flowers in church,
please speak to Joan Hutton.
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Vestry Notes
There were no formal meetings during June, but various groupings have
been involved in:
 Planning for the Holiday Club
 Getting the dry rot in the Vestry treated and reorganizing the Vestry
 Making the electrical system safe
 Obtaining proposals for rewiring and reorganising the heating and
lighting of the church
 Obtaining quotations for dealing with the roof leaks
 Liaising with the Diocesan Property Committee
 Organising car boot sales
 Reorganizing the hall kitchen
The next Vestry meeting is on Tuesday 5th July

Message from the Hon Treasurer
This is to let you all know that Amazon has donated £5 to our church, as
a result of AmazonSmile programme activity between 1 January and 31
March 2022.

Remember to spread the word, in order to maximise donations to our
church.
Don't forget to use our unique charity link, enabling supporters to select
our organisation on smile.amazon.co.uk with just one click:
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/SC004796
Chris Evans
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Patronal Festival

Our Patronal Festival on St Columba’s Day was celebrated by a Choral
Evensong followed by a Bring-and-Share supper. About 20 people
attended

Christian Aid Week

The Total raised in Largs this year was £1,091, excluding Gift-Aid
envelopes
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Jubilee celebrations
To mark the Jubilee, a Silver Birch was planted on the front lawn by Mrs
Elspeth Roberston, and dedicated by the Rector. Cake and Fizz were
provided.
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On Saturday 11th June Armorel, Alice and I opened our Church Hall to the
Daisy Project. Twenty eight guests arrived for a safe day out in Largs
and we were humbled that we could give some support to them.
Among the 28 guests were 7 children, the youngest just about to turn 4,
and the others between 10 and 14 years old.
The Daisy Project (Domestic Abuse Integrated Support for You) offers
services to families across the South of Glasgow. From advocacy and
advice to a safe place in a non-judgemental environment, they help
people build a safety plan in order to stay as safe as they can be within
their current situation. This service is confidential and provides support
in seeking housing, health and wellbeing and immediate emergency
support 24 hours per day.
We offered tea and coffee, with biscuits and juice for the children, on
arrival. The group enjoyed a relaxed time chatting to each other and
ourselves before the main event started.
The adults then got together to be part of a Creative Writing Group, while
Alice and I took the children to the bottom of the hall, and outside to our
Labyrinth, for games and stories.
This was followed by a shared lunch with our guests. We provided soup,
filled rolls, vegetarian options, halal options, salads and delicious sweet
treats including chocolate tray bake, iced sponge, lemon cakes and fresh
fruit.
It was a wonderful, happy and fulfilling day for all. The organisers were
so thankful for all we were able to do for them and kindly gave a donation
to the Church. Please will you remember this group in your prayers and
the difficult domestic situations that both women and men can find
themselves having to deal with and also for the children that get caught
up in these situations.
Linda Young
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The Women
We gathered together beneath the crossThe mothers, the sisters, so close.
We couldn’t believe the imminent loss
Of the One that the elders chose.
He’d lived here among us, gave comfort and love.
He spoke from a heart filled with peace.
He taught us that all are beloved by God
With a grace that never would cease.
We watched as He suffered, unable to help.
We saw, as His life force slipped,
Sky darkened, we clung to each other and wept.
The light of the world was eclipsed.
The women were present. They witnessed the end.
They went to his grave to mourn.
That morning, ‘twas women who witnessed the fact
That the tomb was abandoned, forlorn.
The Bible tells all those who wish to hear,
Of the acts of apostles, all men.
But do not forget that the women were there,
From the cross to the grave. Amen.
Armorel Allen
(Inspired by the women of the Daisy project)
10/06/22
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July Prayer Calendar
July’s prayers are based on the Lord’s
Prayer for deeper contemplation that it
may get when used routinely!
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

Our Father
Who art in Heaven
Sunday – Diocesan Cycle of Prayer
Hallowed be Thy Name
Thy Kingdom come
Thy will be done
On earth
As it is in Heaven
Give us this day our daily bread
Sunday – Diocesan Cycle of Prayer
And forgive us our trespasses
As we forgive them who trepass against us
Lead us not into temptation
But deliver us from evil
Our Father
Who art in Heaven
Sunday – Diocesan Cycle of Prayer
Hallowed be Thy Name
Thy Kingdom come
Thy will be done
On earth
As it is in Heaven
Give us this day our daily bread
Sunday – Diocesan Cycle of Prayer
And forgive us our trespasses
As we forgive them who trepass against us
Lead us not into temptation
But deliver us from evil
For thine is the Kingdom, the Power and the Glory
For ever and ever.
Sunday – Diocesan Cycle of Prayer
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August Prayer Calendar
August’s Prayers are for Peace in the World
remembering especially those directly affected by war,
and those countries currently experiencing war.

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

Pray for the families and loved ones of our service personnel
Pray for those who are suffering from the results of their service
Pray for those whose lives have been disrupted as a result
Pray for wisdom for our politicians
Pray for those who trying to avert armed conflict
Syria: Civil War
Sunday – Diocesan Cycle of Prayer
Ukraine: Russian military invasion
Afghanistan: War between the Taliban and other factions
Ethiopia:
Civil war
Mexico: The conflict between the government and drug cartels
Yemen: Civil War
Burkino Faso:
terrorist insurgency
Sunday – Diocesan Cycle of Prayer
Cameroon:
terrorist insurgency
Chad:
terrorist insurgency
Columbia:
Civil War/Drug War
Democratic Republic of the Congo:
terrorist insurgency
Iraq:
Terrorist Insurgency/Political Unrest
Libya:
Civil War
Sunday – Diocesan Cycle of Prayer
Mali:
Civil War/Terrorist Insurgency
Mozambique:
Terrorist Insurgency
Myanmar:
Civil War
Niger:
Terrorist Insurgency
Nigeria:
Terrorist Insurgency
South Sudan:
Ethnic Violence
Sunday – Diocesan Cycle of Prayer
Tanzania:
Terrorist Insurgency
Tunisia:
Terrorist Insurgency
Pray for those who have the power to stop these conflicts
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Year’s Mind
Please remember before God those who have died
and whose year’s mind falls in July & August

JULY
1st
2nd
3rd
8th
9th
10th
15th
17th
21st
23rd
24th
25th
26th
27th
28th
29th
31st
AUGUST
1st
4th
15th
16th
18th
19th
22nd
24th
25th
31st

Mary Thompson, Harry Powell, Hector Stevenson,
John Archibald Hamilton
David Cuthbertson
Scott Hands, Danny Gormley, Robert Fyfe
Phyllis Jenkins
Rita Branford, Eleanor Witt
Gus Angus
Lucy Watt
Michael Sinclair-Scott, Lillian Meech
Dick Stewart
William Caldwell
Rachel Lyell
Janet McTavish
Ann Guthrie, Alan Griffiths
Joanne Atherton
Karen Tweddle
Anne Bills
Florence Biddulph

Lillian Binns
James Fox, Betty Russell, Irene Gillies
Marjorie Paterson
Allen Potter
Dorothy May Nicol
Joan Johnson
Hilda Sharp, Aydiel (ADL) Ferguson, Bob Evans
Alec Griffiths (Priest)
John Angell
Laura Binns, Kieran Binns, Elizabeth Davis
May they rest in peace and rise in glory
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John MacDonald
st

1 December 1950 to 1st May 2022
John was born on 1st December 1950 to Rachel
and John MacDonald, both veterans of WW2.
He grew up in School Street and Queen's
Avenue, Largs attending Largs High School until
he was 15 years old. On leaving school John
went to work as a groundsman at Inverclyde
Sports Centre, then gained an apprenticeship with Babcox and Wilcox
and became a fitter and worked on several of the power stations built in
the 60s and 70s throughout the UK. John returned to Largs in 1973 and
at a party after a Masonic dance met Alice under the mistletoe, they
married 3 years later and had Michelle, Martin and Iain. Later they gave
John grandchildren Morgan, Natalie, Jessica, Dylan and Hannah
John went to work for the South of Scotland Electricity board at the newly
built Hunterston nuclear power station, and worked there for just over 40
years. Some of the engineers nicknamed him “Nae bother”, which was
always his answer when asked to do something
John loved being a father and thought the biggest advantage of working
shifts was that he was able to spend time playing games and taking his
children walking in the hills. The family enjoyed camping and caravan
holidays exploring the UK. John joined the Boys Brigade, walking the
West Highland Way in 1997 which gave him the long distance walk bug.
He completed the West Highland 3 more times and completed several
other long distance walks. Alice joined him to walk the Cateran Way, but
the weather was miserable so they started walking in Spain, enjoying
highlights of the Camino do Santiago and other shorter walks in the
Spanish countryside.
One evening when the kids were all at secondary school, Alice got a
phone call to see if they could take an exchange student from Argentina
for 6 weeks over Christmas and New Year. A few weeks later they
picked Cari up in Glasgow. Cari fitted so well into the family they came to
think of her as their Argentinian daughter and kept in touch when she
went home. None of the children wanted to do the exchange so Alice and
John went out to visit Cari and South America for their 25th and 30th
wedding anniversary. Cari then emigrated to Canada and Alice and John
visited Cari and Canada for their 40th anniversary.
John was a very active member of the Free Masons, he joined in 1972
and held many offices over the years including Master and secretary.
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John also held high office in other Masonic orders. Recently he was
involved in fundraising for local children’s charities. John and Alice had
lots of fun together learning ballroom dancing, going to concerts and
travelling especially the Greek islands and Lanzarote.
John supported Alice in her roles at St Columba's Episcopal church
driving the minibus on a Sunday school trip to St Columba's cave
attending and helping at many church events, carboot sales and more
recently taking part in Saturday morning work parties getting the church
and rectory ready for the arrival of the new Rector.

Message from the Rector
Necessary Building Works.
Dear Friends,
I am writing to you all to inform you about work to the fabric of our building
which requires restoration, renovation and overhaul.
The Vestry Committee wants to make sure that everyone is as fully
informed as possible about what is being done. There is a small Property
working party including, Chris Evans, Gib FitzGibbon, Mark Yeomans and
me. So please do ask as many questions of us as you need so that you
are fully apprised of what is planned.
We have approached the Diocesan Buildings Committee to acquire all the
permissions we need to move on the three works that need completed as
swiftly as possible.
These are
1. Dry rot in the Vestry. The northeast corner of the Church has dry rot.
We have had this inspected and are working now to strip out affected
walls and fittings and making good and refitting the vestry.
2. Church Electrics. The Church recently underwent an EICR inspection
which checks to see if our electrics are up to code. In short, the report
failed us on a number of areas which are vital to our safe and continued
use of the system.
Whilst this presents us with a problem, it also presents us with a real
opportunity. This will allow us to source a more heat-effective and costeffective heating system. We are already exploring alternatives. It
means that the expensive, oddly placed system we have now will be
removed. This will allow more flexibility within the church.
18

We will also be exploring a new and more effective lighting system for St.
Columba’s. What we have is not really effective on a number of levels
and there is much of the internal church architecture that is currently lost
to view. New lighting could enhance the whole experience of being in St.
Columba’s.
3. Roof Repair. Where the roof of the Nave meets the roof of the Chancel
needs making good. We have had water coming into the building when
the wind is in the right direction. We have a contractor for this work
already and are seeking permission to go ahead. We are hoping that this
repair will see a considerable drying out of the stonework in church. If
this does happen, then we hope (in the long term) to extend this work to
similar areas on the roof.
What is listed above are the practical steps that we are taking to make the
Church sound and safe. However, the point of doing all this is that the
ministry and worship at St. Columba’s continues effectively. What works
we do will simply carry on alongside our worship and ministry.
We will, of course, update you at every step. If you do have any
comments on the plans laid out here, please do let a member of the
Vestry know by the beginning of July and these can be considered at the
Vestry meeting on July 5th.
With every blessing
Mark

Snippets from a sermon
Frank Skinner – Trinity Sunday
[I heard two or three sermons on Trinity Sunday in which the preacher
sought to explain the Trinity, while saying how difficult it was. St Patrick’s
use of the Shamrock to illustrate it wasn’t mentioned. This, as reported in
The Times on 14th June, should make it quite clear! – Ed.]
‘Speaking in the church of St Mary’s Hampstead on Trinity Sunday, the
comedian Frank Skinner, who has published a book on his faith, recalled
that the 18th century Cambridge don Richard Porson once chastised a
student who had pointed to three important men riding in one carriage as
an illustration of the Trinity. “Nay”, Porson said. “Show me one important
person in three carriages and then you shall see the mystery”.’
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Car Boot Sales
Our second Car Boot Sale of the season on 30th May was blessed with
fine weather. It raised a total of £1,073.24. Thanks to all who helped!

Future Car Boot Sales are planned for 23rd July and 10th September
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Magazine availability
If you know of anyone who can’t access the online version at
https://largs-church.co.uk/magazines/, or collect it from church,
please let me know and I can arrange for a copy to be sent to them.
Gib FitzGibbon 01294 823992

Diocese of Glasgow & Galloway
49 Cochrane Street, Glasgow G1 1HL
0141 221 5720
Diocesan website: http://glasgow.anglican.org
Bishop
The Rt Revd Kevin Pearson. email: bishop@glasgow.anglican.org
Christine Hughes (most general enquiries, usual days Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri)
christine@glasgow.anglican.org and also office@glasgow.anglican.org
Marion Noble (for enquiries regarding property matters, usual days Mon-Wed)
marion@glasgow.anglican.org
Iolanthe Stack (for enquiries regarding finance, usual days Wed -Fri)
iolanthe@glasgow.anglican.org
John Mitchell, Diocesan Secretary, ,
or at diocesansecretary@glasgow.anglican.org

St Columba’s Scottish Episcopal Church,
Aubery Crescent, Largs
Rector: Revd Mark Goodman, St Columba’s Rectory 07 483 162 576
The Vestry
Elected by the congregation to work with the Rector in the administration
of the church, and meets in January, March, September, November and
as required.
Chair
Rector
Secretary & Alternate Lay Rep
Hilary Moran
Treasurer
Chris Evans
Lay Representative
Gib FitzGibbon
Rector’s Warden
Lorna Reid
People’s Warden
Alice MacDonald
Members:
Mark Yeomans, Tim Johnston,
Linda Young, Anthony McEachen
The deadline for the September magazine is Sunday 21 August.
Magazine articles should be sent to the Rector
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Life at St Columba’s
Director of Music (acting)
Colleen Anderson 07967 114624
Property Convenor
Mark Yeomans
520296
Fundraising Committee
Hilary Moran
686213
Protection of Vulnerable Groups Timothy Johnston
Appointed by the Vestry and approved by the Bishop
Mothers’ Union
Hilary Moran
686213
Church Hall Convener
Linda Young
686241
Deals with hall bookings
Flowers
Joan Hutton
672927
Sidesmen
Alice MacDonald
336329
Christian Aid
Jane Evans
673757
Alice MacDonald
336329
Representative on inter-church Christian Aid Committee
Regional Council
Alice MacDonald
336329
Intercessions Rota
Frances Robertson
686947
Altar Servers
Alice MacDonald
336329
Readers Rota
Gib FitzGibbon
01294 823992
If you would like to join any of the above, please contact the person
named.
Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals, Confessions by arrangement with
the Rector
Largs Churches Together
Press Officer
Health & Safety Officer

Alice MacDonald
Fiona Reader
Hilary Moran
Alice MacDonald

336329
686213
336329

Pastoral Visitors in the congregation: Joan Hutton, May Kidd and Alice
MacDonald
Scottish Charity Number SC004796
Printed and published by St Columba’s Episcopal Church, Aubery
Crescent, Largs KA30 8PR
The views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of the
Rector or the Vestry
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