
Dear Friends, 
I want to begin with an enormous thank you!  Thank you for 
everything that you have done to make the move for me and 
Gwen as smooth as it could be.  There has been so much work 
done by so many people since October.  St. Columba’s has 
been on our hearts for some months now and it is where we 
wanted to make our home.   
At the heart of Christian life is the Christian community.  It 
exists locally, nationally and internationally.  We know this, of course.  However, 
for all the 2.5 billion or more Christians there are in the world, it matters that we 
belong to the local expression of that huge family.   
In the Sunday readings after Easter, we hear a lot from the Acts of the Apostles.  
For all the drama that is in it, it is not often the ‘go to’ book for many people when 
talking about the Christian faith.  We dive into the Gospels, or the teachings we 
find in Paul’s letters, or again into the drama of the Old Testament.  
However, in the Acts of the Apostles we find shipwrecks, prison breaks, sacrifice, 
martyrdom, conversion and the Christian faith spreading in a way that was 
remarkable and probably unique.  Tom Wright reminds us that in 25AD nothing 
existed of Christianity, save for a young hermit in the Judean desert.  Fast forward 
one hundred years and the Roman Emperor has a policy of punishing Christians.  
And by the early 300’s Constantine had accepted Christianity and about ten years 
later it became the official religion of the Roman Empire. 
In Acts we find communities constantly springing up.  It is extraordinary how so 
soon after the resurrection that there are communities in Damascus, Corinth, 
Ephesus and on to Rome.  What were they all doing?  They were living out their 
Christian lives in ways that ran counter to the local cultures.  It was what Tom 
Wright calls, a society of love and mutual care which astonished the pagans and 
was recognised as something entirely new. 
We forget sometimes that the care of the poor, healthcare, education, even what we 
call wellbeing, grew out of the Church’s work to be faithful to Christ.  So, there has 
been something of a secular takeover of these activities, but we need to remind 
ourselves, that the shape of our society, not just the church, comes from the faith 
that people had in the man who was a hermit in the Judean countryside. 
All we need to remember here is that we are part of something truly remarkable.  
Here in St. Columba’s, in fellowship with our Christian sisters and brothers in 
Largs and beyond, we are to be that same society of love and mutual care that still 
has the potential to astonish the secular, materialistic and often lonely world that 
surrounds us. 
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