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For in that he himself hath suffered being tempted,  
he is able to succour them that are tempted. 

Hebrews 2:18 

LENT 
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The Scottish Episcopal Church 
 

 is a self-governing province of the world-wide Anglican Communion.  This is a 
family of over 70 million Christians in more than 160 countries.   Our nearest 
relations are the Church of England, the Church in Wales and the Church of 
Ireland.  Through the Porvoo agreement we are also in full communion with 
many other branches of the Church. 
St Columba’s in Largs, is one of over 60 Episcopal congregations that work and 
worship within the Diocese of Glasgow and Galloway.  We are part of Ayrshire 
Region and our neighbours include congregations in Ardrossan, Dalry, Troon, 
Kilmarnock, Prestwick, Ayr and Maybole. 
The area covered by St Columba’s includes Largs, Skelmorlie, Fairlie and West 
Kilbride and ecumenically we play a very active part in Largs Churches 
Together. 
We welcome all regardless of any defining characteristic that may otherwise be 

used as the basis for discrimination. 
 

Services at St Columba’s 
The church building has reopened for public worship with restrictions in place 
and will continue to remain open for a Sunday service unless the government and 

Church request a cessation of services again. For the time 
being one service is offered each week as follows: 

 

Sunday Eucharist 
11.00am 

Other Services: 
 

 
 
Updates are available on our website: largs-church.co.uk, and via our Facebook 
page   Saint Columba’s Scottish Episcopal Church Largs 
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Revd Canon Sandy Montgomerie 
 

I returned from a cruise in February which took me around the 
coastal islands of Norway, crossing the Arctic Circle and reaching 
the North Cape - the furthermost place in mainland Europe. It was an 
amazing journey through that snow-covered land and islands where 
our ship the MS Nord Kapp called, on its conveyance of passengers 
and goods to the various ports on the shipping route. 
I noticed that each place whether large or small had a church 
building; one was called the Arctic Cathedral and owed its name to 
the fact that it is located above the Arctic Circle.  It’s not really a cathedral, but a 
Lutheran parish church, built in 1965 and made of glass and concrete resembling an 
iceberg, and symbolizing summer light and winter night. It was an experience not 
dissimilar to looking out from Cumbrae to our church in Largs.  They may have 
structurally differed, but they served the same purpose as places of worship for a 
gathered Christian community. 
We all travel one way or another through our Christian journey by different routes and 
traditions, but what sometimes is needed is simply the recognition that understanding 
our faith can be a challenge, and that the experience of what we might call the 
hiddenness of God is itself a way to God. 
In Lent we remember specifically this very experience in the life of Jesus, who is 
thrown by the Spirit into the wilderness, effectively encountering not only a desolate 
landscape, but the absence of God as well, with all the associated trials such absence 
brings.  It is all too easy to trivialise the temptation story when we know the ending, 
but it’s clear that Jesus genuinely struggled, and, as the Scriptures tell us, it wasn't to be 
the last time. For me, that is both profoundly unsettling and comforting at one and the 
same time. That Jesus entered what St. John of the Cross describes as 'the dark night of 
the soul' shows that the awareness of the hiddenness of God is a place of both 
possible pain and yet glory.  
Maybe this can offer us a definition of life on this side of heaven. In a sense God is 
always moving on from us. We are all continually entering one way or another into 
our own little wildernesses for however brief.  Just like the journey on a ship it can be 
rough or smooth, but you hang on in there, and hopefully in those times we begin to 
see what it means to be human, and what it means to be freely loved.  Because, as one 
commentator observed, though God in many ways can be hidden from us, there can be 
no hide without seek, and, as Jesus reminds us, there can be no seek without find.   
 

With blessings for a good and meaningful Lent.    Sandy. 
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Year’s Mind 
Please remember before God those who have died and whose year’s mind falls in March 

  
4th  Gordon Hodgson 
5th Evelyn Barrett 
6th Malcolm Griffiths 
7th Annie Wingate 

11th Florence Chappell 
12th Bernard Paton Jones (Priest) 
13th Alan Binns 
16th Fred Ramsden, Jane Greensmith, Flo Downes 
19th James Stewart 
20th Isabella Fyfe 
21st Bob McNae 
22nd Brenda Oke, Virginia Scott 
23rd Gordon Sisson 
25th William Cairnie, Dolly McLellan 
26th Vernon Salkeld 
27th Hilda Vincent 
28th Helen Salkeld, Alice Kaye 

It is with sadness that we have to report the death of Anne McPherson, Lorna 
Reid’s mother, on 17th February after a long illness. 

May they rest in peace and rise in glory 
 

Dates for your Diary 
 
27 Feb – 6 March Fairtrade Fortnight 
Wednesday 2 March Ash Wednesday 
Saturday 5 March Diocesan Synod on zoom 
Sunday, 6 March Taizé service at 4 pm 
Tuesday, 15 March Vestry Meeting 7pm 
Sunday, 27 March Mothering Sunday 
Saturday, 2 April Diocesan Lent Reflection on zoom 
Sunday, 10 April Palm Sunday 
Friday, 15 April Good Friday 
Sunday, 17 April Easter Day 
Monday, 18 April Institution of Revd Mark Goodman 
Sunday, 24 April Congregational Lunch 
Saturday, 30 April Car Boot Sale 
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March Prayer Calendar 
Your prayers this month are asked for the people of Ukraine threatened by 

war.   
1 Pray for the Peacemakers 
2 Pray for those who are being drawn into conflict against their wishes. 
3 Pray for the statesmen and women striving to avert war 
4 Pray for the journalists bringing us news of atrocities at personal risk 
5 Pray for the Ukrainians already suffering from the effects of unrest in the 

Donbas region 
6 Sunday – Diocesan Cycle of Prayer 
7 Pray for the Peacemakers 
8 Pray for the Ukrainian people who only want to live in peace 
9 Pray for the mediators trying to get each side to understand the other’s point 

of view 
10 Pray for the Ukrainians and Russians fleeing from the potential war zones 
11 Pray for the government of Ukraine that they may keep a clear head 
12 Pray for the soldiers on both sides that they do nothing to exacerbate matters 
13 Sunday – Diocesan Cycle of Prayer 
14 Pray for the Peacemakers 
15 Pray for those of all faiths in Ukraine that their faith may sustain them 
16 Pray for our fellow-Christians in Ukraine that they may keep the faith 
17 Pray for the children of Ukraine that they may have a peaceful future 
18 Pray for all those who are trapped in war-zones 
19 Join your prayers with those of Ukrainians praying for peace 
20 Sunday – Diocesan Cycle of Prayer 
21 Pray for the Peacemakers  
22 Pray that we can distinguish between truth and disinformation 
23 Pray for those who are worried about loved ones in Ukraine 
24 Pray for President Putin that he may refrain from slaughtering innocent 

people 
25 Pray for the Ukrainian servicemen preparing to defend their country from 

invasion 
26 Pray for the parents and loved ones of the Russian servicemen who are being 

put into danger 
27 Sunday – Diocesan Cycle of Prayer 
28 Pray for the Peacemakers 
29 Pray for the countries who are fearful that they might be next 
30 Pray for all those living in war-zones throughout the world 
31 Pray for compassion to refugees 
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Christian Aid Lent Lunches are back for 5 of the 7 Wednesdays in 
Lent starting on Wednesday 9th March 12 noon to 2pm.  Tickets are 
£3.50, available from Alice or Jane, or pay at the door. 
They will be held in Clark Memorial church hall. 
Can anyone who can help as “wait-person” please sign the form on the 
church notice board 
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Reading the Bible like an Episcopalian 
During  Advent, the Scottish Episcopal Church ran a series of talks on Zoom by 
the Director of Studies of the Scottish Episcopal Institute, Revd Dr Michael Hull.  
The four sessions were titled:  
• ‘The Bible’s authority: Who’s got the last word?’;  ‘ 
• ‘Praying with the Bible: Why a Book of Common Prayer?’;    
• ‘The Bible in the Enlightenment: Who’s the light of the world?’;   
• ‘The Bible in the 21st century: How do we read it?’ 
This is a synopsis of what I learnt from the second session. 
 
Why a Book of Common Prayer? 
 It seems that the early Christians adopted patterns of worship that developed in 
different ways, and by the time of the Emperor Trajan – the fifth century – Pliny 
the younger was able to report that these strange people who refused to worship 
the emperor, had a routine of meeting on a fixed day before dawn, singing hymns 
to Christ as a god, and binding themselves not to commit a crime or betray a 
trust, and afterwards meeting over a meal together.  This was one example of a 
liturgy that had developed, and there were many of them.  The problem then 
became from about the fifth century to discern which were “genuinely 
Christian”.   Commentators and theologians multiplied in trying to solve this, to 
the extent that in the liturgies Holy Scripture became over-shadowed by 
embellishments and extra-Biblical literature.   By the 15th century the Sarum Rite 
had been developed and was in general use in Britain & Ireland,   It was 
tremendously complicated requiring an army of priests, deacons  and acolytes, 
several manuals and missals, all in Latin, and indecipherable to the ordinary 
person.  
From the fifteenth century, the Roman Catholic and various reformed churches 
as well as the Anglican reformers were trying to introduce a standard liturgy for 
their respective denominations.  For the RCs, the outcome from the Council of 
Trent was the Tridentine Mass, which remained in use until 1962.  In Scotland, 
the Book of Common Order was produced, the basis of Common Order as used 
by the Church of Scotland.   
In 1549, Thomas Cranmer wrote in his preface to the Book of Common Prayer 
(BCP) that he was seeking to return to the practice of the Ancient Fathers that the 
whole Bible should be read in church in an annual cycle, that rules should be 
minimised, that the whole process should be open, in English, and intelligible to 
the ordinary person, and that he was omitting uncertain stories and legends, 
multiple responds, verses, vain repetitions, commemorations and synods, which 
had meant that much of the Bible was unread due to lack of time.  Cranmer and 
the English reformers wanted Holy Scripture to be the source of all of the text of 
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liturgy, and this prayer of the church to be not only for the clergy or those learned 
in Latin, but also for everyone. .  
 Most liturgical scholars accept that nascent Christianity modelled its gatherings 
on the shared synagogue style prevalent in early Palestine.  One indication we 
have of that is in Luke 4 where we are told that Jesus went to his local synagogue 
as usual on the Sabbath, stood up and read from the scripture passage appointed 
for the day, and proceeded to discuss what he had read.  What we now call the 
Liturgy of the Word consists of the reading of Holy Scripture, the singing of 
Psalms, and the sermon - just like that Jewish liturgy.  Also Paul’s Letter to the 
Corinthians (probably written around 50 AD), describes Holy Communion in 
terms familiar today. 
Thomas Cranmer’s 1549 BCP was aimed at taking the services as they were 
then, translating them into English, trimming them down to the basics, and then 
folding in a number of things.  85% of the content is the direct quotation of Holy 
Scripture, and the remaining 15% is paraphrased biblical passages.  It is a 
simplification and a translation of the worship of God in Britain in & around the 
16th century.  The 1662 revision of the BCP remains the official prayer book of 
the Church of England, and is the basis of all other prayer books that we use.  It 
gives us a way of worshipping together - daily matins and evensong, holy 
communion and baptism (the two gospel sacraments), as well as services for 
other important moments of life – marriage, burial etc.  It also includes a 
calendar of readings, prayers and thanksgivings, various “legislative” matters, 
and the book of psalms.  The Bible and the BCP provide all the texts you need 
for communal worship.  If you have them in your own language, you have all 
you need not just to read about worship, but to be part of that worship – it brings 
us all together to worship God. 
If like me, you have ever wondered why the wording of the psalms as printed in 
the Prayer Book differs from those in the Bible, the answer lies in the importance 
with which the prayer life of the ordinary person was regarded from the earliest 
days of Anglicanism: 
The Great Bible of 1539 was the first authorised edition of the Bible in English, 
authorised by King Henry VIII to be read aloud in the church services of 
the Church of England.  This was the “companion volume” to the earlier versions 
of the prayer book.  In the 1662 revision of the prayer book, the lessons used the 
words in the King James Bible (1611), but the psalms continued to be from the 
Great Bible.  This was because in a century of use, that wording had become so 
familiar and loved that it was retained.   
Cranmer’s vision was to give the church a book designed to be used by everyone 
– priests and people – every day.  To immerse ourselves in the word of God as a 
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way of life.  This is summed up in the Collect which he wrote for the Second 
Sunday of Advent :  
Blessed Lord, who hast caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: 
Grant that we may in such wise hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly 
digest them, that by patience and comfort of thy holy word, we may embrace and 
ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, which thou hast given us in our 
Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
If one were to use the BCP every day for a year, one would have read the entire 
New Testament three times, the Old Testament once, and the book of psalms 
every month. 
In our fractured Anglican Communion, the BCP remains the glue that holds the 
communion together.   

Gib FitzGibbon 
Vestry Meetings 

 There were no formal meetings of the Vestry during February, but the vestry 
members continued to 

 Prepare the Rectory for Revd Mark Goodman’s arrival in April 
 Make arrangements for Sunday Services 
 Manage Hall lets and bookings 
 Carry out essential maintenance 
 Meet Largs Churches Together, Ayrshire Regional Council and Largs 

Christian Aid 
 Administer financial affairs 
 Investigate options for the Organ 
 Produce weekly pewsheets and the magazine 
 Deal with queries on services, hall availability, pastoral visiting, etc 
 Prepare for the Institution of Revd Mark Goodman on Monday 4th April 

The next Vestry meeting is to be held on Monday 14th March. 
 

Snippets from a sermon - Sandy  20 Feb 22 
Here are important words to remind us of the part we can play in our relationship 
with others  
The six most important words  "Sorry but I made a mistake"  
The five most important words  "You did a good job"  
The four most important words  "What is your opinion?"  
The three most important words  "If you please"  
The two most important words  "Thank you" 
The one most important word  "WE  "
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FAIRTRADE FORTNIGHT 

 
 

21st FEBRUARY – 6th MARCH 
 
The focus of Fairtrade Fortnight this year is on climate change, which has 
profound and disproportionate effects on the subsistence farmers who the 
Fairtrade Organisation supports.  By buying Fairtrade goods, not only does the 
producer get a fair price, but a premium is paid to the community as a whole. 
 
We are a Fairtrade congregation, which means we use Fairtrade products as 
much as possible.  We have now resumed refreshments after worship, and we use 
Fairtrade tea, coffee and sugar.  
 
During Fairtrade fortnight I will try to supply a greater range of Fairtrade 
products.  I would encourage you all to be aware that many Fairtrade products 
can be found in local shops, and would urge you all to choose them when 
possible.  A wide range of products (including excellent cleaning products and 
gifts) is available on line from traidcraftshop.co.uk. 
 
In pre-pandemic days I ran a raffle for a Fairtrade Hamper—one raffle ticket for 
each Fairtrade label.  This year, to keep it simple, the person who brings me the 
greatest number of Fairtrade labels after coffee on March 6th will win a bottle of 
Fairtrade wine. 

Jennifer FitzGibbon 
 

 
 
 

 Services and Rota for March 2022
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Feel free to swap with others to ensure duties are covered for all services.  

March Services and Sunday readings Duty at Sunday 
10.00am 

Sunday, 6 
Lent 1 

Revd Canon Sandy Montgomerie 
Eucharist  
11.00 am  

Deuteronomy 26: 1-11; Luke 4: 1-13 

Reader: Jennifer 
FitzGibbon  

Intercessor: Revd Canon 
Sandy Montgomery  

Sunday, 13 
Lent 2 

Revd Martin Sofield 
Eucharist  
11.00 am  

Genesis15: 1-12,17-18; Luke9: 38b -36 

Reader: Tim Johnson  
Intercessor: Ray Young  

Sunday, 20 
Lent 3 

Revd Canon Sandy Montgomerie 
Eucharist  
11.00 am 

Isaiah 55: 1-9; Luke 13: 1-9 

Reader: Fiona Reader  
Intercessor: Frances 

Robertson  

Sunday, 27 
Lent 4 

Mothering 
Sunday 

Revd Canon Sandy Montgomerie 
Eucharist  
11.00 am 

1Samuel 1: 20-28; John 19: 25b-27 

Reader: Joan Hutton 
Intercessor: Hilary 

Moran  

 
Readers for next month 

 
If anybody is interested in joining this rota, please contact Frances Robertson for 
Intercessors or Gib FitzGibbon for Readers (phone numbers on back page) 

 
Magazine availability 

If you know of anyone who can’t access the online version at https://largs-
church.co.uk/magazines/, or collect it from church, please let me know and I can 

arrange for a copy to be sent to them. 
Gib FitzGibbon   01294 823992 

 
 

April Reader Intercessor 
Sun 3rd  Robin Spencer Alice McDonald 
Sun 10th Gib FitzGibbon Ray Young 
Sun 17th Alice McDonald Frances Robertson 
Sun 24th   Tim Johnson Jennifer FitzGibbon 

https://largs-
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Diocese of Glasgow & Galloway 
Diocesan website:  http://glasgow.anglican.org 

Bishop The Rt Revd Kevin Pearson.  email: bishop@glasgow.anglican.org 
Everyone remains working from home at present and can be reached as below: 
Christine Hughes (most general enquiries, usual days Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri)  

 - 07754 167468 christine@glasgow.anglican.org and also office@glasgow.anglican.org 
Marion Noble (for enquiries regarding property matters, usual days Mon-Wed) – 07544 834021 

marion@glasgow.anglican.org 
Iolanthe Stack (for enquiries regarding finance, usual days Wed -Fri)  

- 07544 833643 iolanthe@glasgow.anglican.org 
John Mitchell, Diocesan Secretary, Tel: 07798 662711, 

 or at diocesansecretary@glasgow.anglican.org 
 

St Columba’s Scottish Episcopal Church, 
 Aubery Crescent, Largs 

Interim Priest in Charge:         The Revd Canon Sandy Montgomerie,   
105 Sharphill Road, Saltcoats, KA21 5QU.  

Tel: 01294  465193 
email: sandy.montgomerie@btinternet.com 

 
The Vestry         Elected by the congregation to work with the Rector in the 
administration of the church, and meets in January, March, September, 
November and as required. 
 
Chair       Rector 
Secretary & Alternate Lay Rep  Hilary Moran 
Treasurer      Chris Evans 
Lay Representative    Gib FitzGibbon 
Rector’s Warden    Lorna Reid 
People’s Warden    Alice MacDonald 
Members Mark Yeomans, Tim Johnston, Linda Young, Anthony McEachen 
 
During the Vacancy the Vestry is chaired by the Lay Representative, and 
attended by the interim Priest in Charge at his convenience 
 
Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals, Confessions by arrangement with the Priest 
in Charge   

 
The deadline for the April magazine is Sunday 21 March.                          

Magazine articles should be sent to gibfitzg@aol.com 
 

http://glasgow.anglican.org
mailto:bishop@glasgow.anglican.org
mailto:christine@glasgow.anglican.org
mailto:office@glasgow.anglican.org
mailto:marion@glasgow.anglican.org
mailto:iolanthe@glasgow.anglican.org
mailto:diocesansecretary@glasgow.anglican.org
mailto:sandy.montgomerie@btinternet.com
mailto:gibfitzg@aol.com
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 Life at St Columba’s
 
Director of Music (acting)   Colleen Anderson   
Property Convenor    Mark Yeomans   520296 
Fundraising Committee   Hilary Moran   686213  
Protection of Vulnerable Groups Timothy Johnston 

Appointed by the Vestry and approved by the Bishop 
Mothers’ Union    Hilary Moran   686213 
Church Hall Convener   Linda Young        686241   

  Deals with hall bookings 
Flowers      Joan Hutton   672927 
Sidesmen      Alice MacDonald  336329 
Christian Aid      Jane Evans    673757  
         Alice MacDonald  336329 

Representative on inter-church Christian Aid Committee 
Regional Council    Alice MacDonald  336329 
Intercessions Rota    Frances Robertson  686947 
Altar Servers     Alice MacDonald  336329 
Readers Rota     Gib FitzGibbon  01294 823992 
If you would like to join any of the above, please contact the person named.  
 
Largs Churches Together   Alice MacDonald  336329                    
       Fiona Reader 
Press Officer     Hilary Moran   686213 
Health & Safety Officer   Alice MacDonald  336329 

 
Pastoral Visitors in the congregation: Joan Hutton, May Kidd and Alice 

MacDonald 
 

Scottish Charity Number SC004796   
Printed and published by St Columba’s Episcopal Church, Aubery Crescent, 

Largs KA30 8PR     
The views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of the Rector or 

the Vestry 
 

The magazine may be seen on-line at  
https://largs-church.co.uk/magazines/ 

  

https://largs-church.co.uk/magazines/
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St Columba’s Scottish 

Episcopal Church Largs  
welcomes you to  

 

 
A Service for Lent  

on Sunday 6th March  
2022 at 4pm  

 

A quiet and reflective ecumenical service of 
prayer music and silence 

 

Please join us for sherry and shortbread  
at the end of our service  

 
 


