St Columba’s
Scottish Episcopal Church
Largs
February 2022

EPIPHANY
Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for He hath visited and redeemed his people.
Luke 1.68
1

The Scottish Episcopal Church
is a self-governing province of the world-wide Anglican Communion. This is a
family of over 70 million Christians in more than 160 countries. Our nearest
relations are the Church of England, the Church in Wales and the Church of
Ireland. Through the Porvoo agreement we are also in full communion with
many other branches of the Church.
St Columba’s in Largs, is one of over 60 Episcopal congregations that work and
worship within the Diocese of Glasgow and Galloway. We are part of Ayrshire
Region and our neighbours include congregations in Ardrossan, Dalry, Irvine,
Troon, Kilmarnock, Prestwick, Ayr and Maybole.
The area covered by St Columba’s includes Largs, Skelmorlie, Fairlie and West
Kilbride and ecumenically we play a very active part in Largs Churches
Together.
We welcome all regardless of any defining characteristic that may otherwise be
used as the basis for discrimination.

Services at St Columba’s
The church building has reopened for public worship with restrictions in place
and will continue to remain open for a Sunday service
unless the government and Church request a cessation of
services again. For the time being one service is offered
each week as follows:

Sunday Eucharist
11.00am
Other Services:
th

Sunday 30 January 6.30pm
Sunday 6th March
4.00pm

Candlemass
Taize for Advent

Updates are available on our website: largs-church.co.uk, and via our Facebook
page Saint Columba’s Scottish Episcopal Church Largs

Contact: For the next month please send any queries on church matters
to gibfitzg@aol.com, Gib FitzGibbon 07938 0433955
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Revd Canon Sandy Montgomerie
Dear Friends,
The decorations are put away for another year and we are in
this month of February, which I find is a kind of in-between
time of year. It’s not exactly the dead of winter, but it’s
certainly not spring-like. It's a transitional time of year
weather-wise. Though the days are slowly getting longer, the
mornings are still dark, and the evening comes too quickly. It
feels like a period of transition, this in-between time as it
were. The 2nd of February officially brings the church’s Christmas season to an
end at Candlemas, also called the Presentation of Christ in the Temple is the
name given to that day. It has special memories for me as I was ordained Deacon
in St Mary’s Cathedral that day in 1994.
Historically Candlemas is another in-between time dating back to the middle of
the 5th century it was exactly 40 days after Christmas and so this custom of
observing the festival with lighted candles was introduced and remains today
In a sense we're always in this transition phase. Because the journey we call life
is always ongoing even when it seems we're standing still. For many of us, given
the pace of life and the sweeping changes which sadly have occurred during the
last years, it can be tempting to seek for a simpler life free from the threat of
viruses or other challenges from our weather and climate. And to a degree there's
nothing wrong with that. Memory has been described as the capacity by which
we forget things, but it is also the one capacity, if used objectively, which can
guide us safely into the future. The thing is, we often get sentimental when we
look back, and it can be used as an excuse to avoid looking at the present. But
when we begin to see 'this transitory life', as it says in the prayer book, as
something not to be feared but to be celebrated, then we are gifted energy and
vision for life. I believe at St Columba’s you have much to celebrate as the year
unfolds especially with the arrival of your new rector - remember it’s a journey
together.
In 2022 may we all grasp the truth that the journey we call life is one in which
God calls us forward, and let us see where he takes us in the days that lie ahead.
With Blessings, Sandy.
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Years Mind
Please remember before God those who have died and whose year’s mind falls in February
st

1
2nd
6th
9th
10th
11th
14th
15th
17th
18th
19th
20th
22nd
27th
28th

Ann Estill, Florence Powell, Bill Chalmers
Di Sugden, Richard Yeomans
Catherine Rodger, Peter Driver
Joan Jolley
Bill Russell, Avril Watson-Stewart
Marjorie MacDonald
Ed Duncan, Olive Robinson, Catherine Foster
David Johnston, Elizabeth Doull
Billy Rodger
Elisabeth Willetts
Mary Williams
Liam Chalmers
Jennie Stewart, Tom Gillies
Jean Mensing, Norman Spragg
Ken Bills
May they rest in peace and rise in glory

If anybody is interested in leading the Intercessions at the Sunday service, please
contact Frances Robertson (phone number on back page)

Anne-Mauraide Hamilton
26th February 1945 – 21st November 2021
Anne-Mauraide was born in Glasgow and raised in a
tight-knit family unit of her parents and brother Harry at
83 Mossgiel Road. Family holidays from Glasgow
involved caravanning and hill walking.
She attended Craigholme School which were not the
happiest days of her life and at her mother’s suggestion
she left school in 5th year to pursue her musical career at
the R.S A.M.
After she qualified the BBC Scottish Orchestra was her
first position, followed by the Royal Liverpool
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Philharmonic. She went further afield in spending time in South Africa, Dublin
and Oslo till finally she joined the Hallé under the baton of Stanislaw
Skrowaczewski as a 1st violin. During her time with the Hallé she travelled
extensively in Europe and even played her violin in Japan.
She collected (some would say hoarded) soft toys, dinkies and books and in
Manchester she adopted feral cats and as each in turn died they were laid to rest
in the garden in an area she referred to as the catacombs. She was very artistic,
and she made stained glass windows to save on curtains in her home in
Manchester.
Wherever she lived the church played a large part in her life, Cumbrae Cathedral,
Chester Cathedral, St Chad’s, St Margaret’s, St Ninian’s, and St Columba’s all
got used to her arriving in her trusty Saab or an equally old bicycle. AnneMauraide’s faith was total but she would argue the minutia with anyone in fact
all aspects of her life, NO matter was too trivial not to record it in triplicate at
least and examine it from every angle. At St Columba’s there are two
comfortable chairs that came from Chester Cathedral and were gifted to AnneMauraide who in turn gifted them to the church, which keeps a kind of historical
connection between two church buildings that were special in her life and where
she celebrated the gift of music by playing the violin.
Although she had been living in Manchester she retired back to Scotland, to West
Kilbride, near but not too near her beloved brother Harry and close to cousins
Lysbeth and Ruth and their families.
During the pandemic, she fell in her kitchen and damaged a hip, and spent over 5
months in hospital.
From there she moved to the Burnlea in Largs where the staff looked after her
very tenderly till the end. She will be remembered with warmth for her
charitable work, her love of nature, her eco credentials before such a thing was
promoted and of course her singular fashion style.
The world will be a lot duller place without such a soul as Anne-Mauraide
Hamilton.
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February Prayer Calendar
Your prayers this month are asked for ourselves that we may be able to better
understand and help people whose lives are troubled
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28

Users of foodbanks
People in abusive relationships
The lonely
The bereaved
The Confused
Sunday – Diocesan Cycle of Prayer
The homeless
Refugees and asylum seekers
Prisoners
Those waiting for diagnosis or treatment
People trapped in debt
The terminally ill
Sunday – Diocesan Cycle of Prayer
Those in unremitting pain
Young people trying to start their careers
People worried by exams
People struggling to live on their income
Women fearful of random attacks
The unvaccinated
Sunday – Diocesan Cycle of Prayer
Those cared for by unvaccinated people
Parents of confused youngsters
Victims of online bullying
Those worried about a loved one
People with harmful addictions
Carers of disabled people
Sunday – Diocesan Cycle of Prayer
Victims of blackmail

The Diocesan Spirituality Group is offering a Morning of Lenten Reflections
by Zoom on Saturday 2 April :

“Journey to the Cross”
- the final encounters of Christ based on the Stations of the Cross
Details to follow on website and March magazine
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Reading the Bible like an Episcopalian
During Advent, the Scottish Episcopal Church ran a series of talks on Zoom by
the Director of Studies of the Scottish Episcopal Institute, Revd Dr Michael Hull.
The four sessions were titled:
 ‘The Bible’s authority: Who’s got the last word?’; ‘
 Praying with the Bible: Why a Book of Common Prayer?’;
 ‘The Bible in the Enlightenment: Who’s the light of the world?’;
 ‘The Bible in the 21st century: How do we read it?’
In the first talk, Father Mike described the different ways that Roman
Catholicism, Anglicanism and Calvinism approach interpreting the Bible. The
question was – how should we come to an understanding of what we read? Who
has the last word if there are differences of interpretation?
He gave a very interesting account of the conflicts around making the Bible more
accessible – John Wycliffe who had the temerity to translate it into English, and
whose body was exhumed with the connivance of the Pope and Henry V (who
was annoyed by Wycliffe’s support of the Peasants’ Revolt), burnt, and the ashes
cast into the River Swift 30 years after his death! (That would have taught him a
lesson); Martin Luther, who was burned at the stake for his statement “Unless I
am convinced by the testimony of the Scriptures, or by clear reason for I do not
trust either in the pope or in councils alone, since it is well known that they have
often erred and contradicted themselves. I am bound by the scriptures I have
quoted, and my conscience is captive to the Word of God. I cannot and will not
retract anything, since it is neither safe nor right to go against conscience.” Here
he was up against the Pope, who was keen to maintain a doctrine that had
developed over the centuries – that there are two sources of divine revelation –
scripture and tradition, and they are only authoritatively interpreted by the
successors to the apostles, that is the Pope and the Bishops. In other words, they
had the last word. But by the time of the Reformation, there were so many
commentaries and interpretations, often at odds with one another, that more
energy was being put into examining the competing claims than into studying the
scriptures. Hence Luther’s remark.
Richard Hooker, an Anglican theologian at the end of the sixteenth century,
wrote What Scripture doth plainly deliver, to that the first place both of credit
and obedience are due; the next whereunto, is what any man can necessarily
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conclude by force of Reason; after this, the voice of the church succeedeth; that
which the church by her ecclesiastical authority shall probably think and define
to be true or good must, in congruity of reason, over-rule all other inferior
judgements whatsoever. He is saying there is a hierarchy of three things – what
the Bible says is worthy of belief, secondly we use our reason – a gift of God,
and third we look to ecclesiastical authority. This is third simply because
through the ages, the church has made mistakes and can be wrong. Reason is one
of our gifts from God – our intelligence which enables us to read scripture in
terms of supernatural revelation, as well as natural revelation in terms of all the
laws of physics and science.
The third contender for the last word comes from the Westminster Confession
developed by Presbyterians in 1646. This states that human beings “by their fall
into a state of sin have wholly lost all ability of will to any spiritual good
accompanying salvation”. In other words our faculty of reason is incapable of
appreciating God, and we can’t rely on our reason to help us. This is in stark
contrast to the Anglican position, where Hooker saw reason as a necessary
instrument without which we could not fully benefit from the Word of God.
The conclusion was that for Anglicans the Bible has the last word. Anglicans
find God’s supernatural revelation only in Scripture. We look to God’s word as
the last word, and while we value the voice of the Church and tradition, we don’t
have infallible popes to tell us what it means. We trust in our God-given reason
to interpret Holy Scripture, and we reject the notion of a total inability or
depravity on our part to do so.
The four talks have convinced me that Anglicanism is more relevant to today's
problems than ever, and that there is a need, and a place, for the Scottish
Episcopal Church in Largs.
I will give a synopsis of the three following talks in future editions.
Gib FitzGibbon

Vestry Meetings
The Vestry held an “Awayday” on 15th January to ensure that they were
equipped with the knowledge to carry out their duties over the coming year; and
to consider some of the bigger issues facing St Columba’s and look at priorities.
The intention was that when the new Rector arrives, They would have looked at
the challenges he will be wanting to come to grips with, and will be in a position
to respond effectively in support of him.
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Session 1 – CURRENT ISSUES
•
Risk Register. We are required to have Risk Management on the agenda of
each Vestry meeting, but some kind of prioritizing was required as there was a
total of 48 items in 5 categories, many of which are irrelevant to us. It was
agreed that the Chairman, Secretary and Alice/Tim would select items from
the analysis for inclusion on the agenda of each Vestry meeting, based on the
current level of probability/consequences.
•
Hall security and lettings conditions. Linda was concerned at the loss of
control over who held hall keys, as they were not always handed back on change
of users, and it was known that extra keys were often cut. It was agreed that we
would install a keysafe
•
Linda reported that an agreed booking was often cancelled at very short
notice, or not taken without any warning. It was agreed that the booking
conditions would be modified to allow for the full amount to be charged in
the event of a booking being cancelled with less than 48 hours’ notice.
•
Calendar for the year. The following calendar was agreed for planning
purposes, with the understanding that the new Rector may choose to modify it:
Sunday, 30 January
Saturday 5 March
Sunday, 6 March
Tuesday, 15 March
Saturday, 2 April
Sunday, 10 April
Sunday, 17 April
Monday, 18 April
Tuesday, 19 April
Sunday, 24 April
Saturday, 30 April
Tuesday, 3 May
Saturday, 28 May
Thursday, 9 June
Tuesday, 5 July
Saturday, 23 July
Saturday, 10 September
Tuesday, 6 September
Saturday, 17 September

Candlemas at 6.30 pm
Diocesan Synod on zoom
Taizé service at 4 pm
Vestry Meeting 7pm
Diocesan Lent Reflection on zoom
Palm Sunday
Easter Day
Institution of Mark Goodman
Vestry Meeting 7pm
Congregational Lunch
1st Car Boot Sale
Vestry Meeting
2nd Car Boot Sale
Patronal Festival
Vestry Meeting
3rd Car Boot Sale
4th Car Boot Sale
Vestry Meeting
Congregational Awayday
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Sunday, 25 September
Sunday, 2 October
Sunday, 30 October
Tuesday, 1 November
Sunday, 27 November
Saturday, 3 December

Vestry Finance Meeting
Harvest Festival &Lunch
Congregational AGM
Vestry Meeting
Taizé service at 4 pm
Yuletide 1 – 3 pm

 Introduction of Mark Goodman.
o Moving in date The Goodmans will move in between 5th and 7th April.
o The Service of Institution -- Midday on Easter Monday 18 April. The
Order of service (including the hymns) is organized by the Bishop's Chaplain
(Revd Canon Drew Sheridan) in conjunction with the Bishop. We are
responsible for inviting local folk and any local Ecumenical colleagues
and Civic dignitaries, and for organizing refreshments afterwards
o Welcome party - It was agreed that this should take place in the hall
after Mark’s first service on Sunday 24th April.
• Our Mission. The consensus was that our priorities for this year should be
on preparing for the new Rector and supporting him, together with our
perpetual concern of reversing the decline in numbers. Hilary asked members
to consider where can we make a difference and attract new members to enjoy
the Christian life we enjoy and join in our worship. Suggestions included:
having a new rector should attract people back to church; with the two Church
of Scotland Churches possibly closing, some people might be attracted
towards us; a better system in place to follow up people we have spoken to
and shown interest in attending; we could have a focus group that would learn
about a topic and attract others from the community to learn, such as domestic
abuse: we could become an Eco congregation and campaign for this and in the
community; replicating the street theatre of the Passion, which was performed
on the streets in Manchester, in Largs.
Session 2 – STRATEGIC PLANNING
•
Organ options. The existing organ is in need of attention, at a cost of about
£17,000, with the ongoing expense of maintenance. A new electronic organ
should cost in the region of £11,000. The vestry was generally of the opinion that
a new electronic organ was more appropriate for our current circumstances, and
would open up new possibilities in using our music to attract new people. It was
recognized that we would have to persuade the congregation that there would be
no loss of musical quality in our worship. It was agreed that we should arrange a
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demonstration, possibly using both our existing organ and the demonstration one
during a service.
•
Sound-system and streaming. Two new microphones are required, and
with those the system should be satisfactory. Sound volume on the microphones
should be adjusted to suit each user, but the master volume should not be
adjusted.
It was agreed that we should purchase 2 new suitable
microphones.
It was accepted that live streaming is essential if we are to grow and maintain our
presence in the modern digital world. This last two years has demonstrated that
people from all over the country and world have joined us on zoom and the
advantages of this, keeping in touch with our congregation. It is also very useful
for weddings and funerals, with family living overseas, sick people unable to
travel. The necessary equipment has been obtained, and will be set up so that
we can familiarize ourselves with it in time for the Institution service
•
Heating options. The two eco-friendly options for heating the church are
air source and ground-source heat pumps. Major advances are being made with
air-source heat pumps, which may prove the more cost-effective option, although
they lose effectiveness at low air temperatures. Ground source requires pipes
laid either vertically in a borehole, or horizontally at a depth of 1 to 1.5m. where
the temperature is a constant 9˚. The air source pumps generally last about 20-25
years and cost around £10,000. The ground source heat pumps cost approx.
£30.000 and should last 100 years. Other suggested measures include installing
insulation on the underside of the church roof, eliminating draughts solar panels
on the south-facing aspect of the church roof, and/or on the hall roof, and
protecting the windows from weathering. The dampness due to rainwater ingress
into the sandstone causes much heat to be lost. Further investigation required.
•
Hall issues. The hall looks tired, outdated and unattractive. Ideas on what
we could possibly do to improve it were shared. Suggestions included: lowering
the ceiling, improving insulation, LED lights repairing the front door, fixing the
roof leak, paint the walls, replace the tables and chairs, change the curtains, move
the choir wardrobe out. The Vestry agreed that the hall needed a facelift and
repairs to doors etc (also the church front door), and in particular that the
wardrobe should be moved to a cupboard or the ladies’. The choir to move the
wardrobe, and hall refurbishment to be considered at vestry meetings.
•
Church growth. Tim outlined some thoughts on making the church more
attractive to worship in, many had already been discussed. A good sound
system, making a warm dry and a cosy church, with the pews out and chairs this
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provides more comfortable seating for people and gives a versatile space to use.
With regard to the difficulty of removing the pews due to the tubular heaters, he
said that the heaters didn’t all work. This opened the possibility of removing
them before installing a new system, and making temporary arrangements such
as infra- red heaters. Hilary suggested for people in the town wanting to explore
spirituality. Other suggestions included: running an Alpha course; we might find
a role in the confusion following the expected rationalization of the Church of
Scotland churches; having live-streaming would enable people to sample our
style of worship without commitment; ways of involving children in creative
activities, music, performances. Any major actions would have to wait until the
new Rector is in place, and it was agreed that we would attempt to draw up a
prioritised “wish-list”
•
Financial projection. Chris presented a financial projection of the next 5
years, based on an annual 5% reduction in congregational income, and 5%
increase in costs. There were now 33 monthly standing orders and several weekly
envelopes, and it was anticipated that weekly collections would recover as people
came back to church with a new Rector and less pandemic fear. The projection
showed reserves being reduced from £300,000 to £ 267,000 over the next 3 or 4
years without any major expenditure, which would in turn reduce income. The
conclusion was that we have breathing space in terms of time and cash to make
changes and improvements, which should facilitate decisions on projects.
The Awayday concluded with a celebration of Eucharist.

THIS IS THE CRIB AT EPIPHANY THIS YEAR
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ENDANGERED HEDGEHOGS
Hello, I’m a volunteer Hedgehog Champion with the British Hedgehog
Preservation Society/Peoples’ Trust for Endangered Species.
How long is it since you last saw a hedgehog? They are now officially classed as
vulnerable to extinction in the UK. There are many reasons and it's sad to think
of such a fate for this prickly little God’s creature. Here are ways to help:
1. Link your garden with Hedgehog Highways
2. Create a wild corner
3.
Make your pond safe with a ramp
4. Clear away netting and litter
5. Put out food and water
6. Stop using chemicals
7. Check before strimming
8. Be careful with bonfires
9. Make a home for hedgehogs
10. Become a Hedgehog Champion
What’s a Hedgehog Highway? Since they travel between1-2 km a night
searching for food and a mate, a small gap in your fence the size of a CD case
will let them pass through. Ask your neighbours to do the same!
If you spot a hedgehog when driving at night, & can’t stop in time, try to steer so
it will pass under the middle of the car where least likely to be harmed.
You can become a Hedgehog Champion by registering on
https://www.hedgehogstreet.org/website, which has resources to make your
garden, neighbourhood and Parish hedgehog-friendly zones.
Moira Grant, Falkirk
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Services and Rota for February 2022
Feel free to swap with others to ensure duties are covered for all services.

Day

Services and Sunday readings

Duty at Sunday
10.00am

Sunday, 6
Epiphany 5

Revd Martin Sofield
Eucharist
11.00 am
Isaiah 6: 1- 8; Luke 5: 1-11

Reader: Robin Spencer
Intercessor: Frances
Robertson

Sunday, 13
Epiphany 6

Revd Martin Sofield
Eucharist
11.00 am
Jeremiah 17: 5-10; Luke 6: 17-26

Reader: Alice McDonald
Intercessor: Fiona
Reader

Sunday, 20
Epiphany 7

Revd Canon Sandy Montgomerie
Eucharist
11.00 am
Genesis 45: 3-11, 15; Luke 6: 27-38

Reader: Joan Hutton
Intercessor: Ray Young

Sunday, 27
Next before
Lent

Revd Canon Sandy Montgomerie
Reader: Gib FitzGibbon
Eucharist
Intercessor: Alice
11.00 am
McDonald
1Kings 8: 22-23, 41-43; Luke 7: 1b-10
Readers for next month

March
Sun 6th
Sun 13th
Sun 20th
Sun27th

Reader
Jennifer FitzGibbon
Tim Johnson
Fiona Reader
Joan Hutton

Intercessor
Revd Canon Sandy Montgomery
Ray Young
Frances Robertson
Jennifer FitzGibbon

Magazine availability
If you know of anyone who can’t access the online version at https://largschurch.co.uk/magazines/, or collect it from church, please let me know and I can
arrange for a copy to be sent to them.
Gib FitzGibbon 01294 823992
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Diocese of Glasgow & Galloway
Diocesan website: http://glasgow.anglican.org
The Rt Revd Kevin Pearson. email: bishop@glasgow.anglican.org
Everyone remains working from home at present and can be reached as below:
Christine Hughes (most general enquiries, usual days Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri)
- 07754 167468 christine@glasgow.anglican.org and also office@glasgow.anglican.org
Marion Noble (for enquiries regarding property matters, usual days Mon-Wed) – 07544 834021
marion@glasgow.anglican.org
Iolanthe Stack (for enquiries regarding finance, usual days Wed -Fri)
- 07544 833643 iolanthe@glasgow.anglican.org
John Mitchell, Diocesan Secretary, Tel: 07798 662711,
or at diocesansecretary@glasgow.anglican.org

Bishop

St Columba’s Scottish Episcopal Church,
Aubery Crescent, Largs
Interim Priest in Charge:
The Revd Canon Sandy Montgomerie,
105 Sharphill Road, Saltcoats, KA21 5QU.
Tel: 01294 465193
email: sandy.montgomerie@btinternet.com
The Vestry
Elected by the congregation to work with the Rector in the
administration of the church, and meets in January, March, September,
November and as required.
Chair
Rector
Secretary & Alternate Lay Rep
Hilary Moran
Treasurer
Chris Evans
Lay Representative
Gib FitzGibbon
Rector’s Warden
Lorna Reid
People’s Warden
Alice MacDonald
Members Mark Yeomans, Tim Johnston, Linda Young, Anthony McEachen
During the Vacancy the Vestry will be chaired by the Lay Representative, and
attended by the Interim Priest in Charge at his convenience
Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals, Confessions by arrangement with the Priest
in Charge
The deadline for the March magazine is Sunday 21 February.
Magazine articles should be sent to gibfitzg@aol.com
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Life at St Columba’s
Director of Music (acting)
Colleen Anderson
Property Convenor
Mark Yeomans
520296
Fundraising Committee
Hilary Moran
686213
Protection of Vulnerable Groups
Timothy Johnston
Appointed by the Vestry and approved by the Bishop
Mothers’ Union
Hilary Moran
686213
Church Hall Convener
Linda Young
686241
Deals with hall bookings
Flowers
Joan Hutton
672927
Sidesmen
Alice MacDonald
336329
Christian Aid
Jane Evans
673757
Alice MacDonald
336329
Representative on inter-church Christian Aid Committee
Regional Council
Alice MacDonald
336329
Intercessions Rota
Frances Robertson
686947
Altar Servers
Alice MacDonald
336329
Readers Rota
Gib FitzGibbon
01294 823992
If you would like to join any of the above, please contact the person named.
Largs Churches Together
Press Officer
Health & Safety Officer

Alice MacDonald
Fiona Reader
Hilary Moran
Alice MacDonald

336329
686213
336329

Pastoral Visitors in the congregation: Joan Hutton, May Kidd and Alice
MacDonald
Scottish Charity Number SC004796
Printed and published by St Columba’s Episcopal Church, Aubery Crescent,
Largs KA30 8PR
The views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of the Rector or
the Vestry
The magazine may be seen on-line at
https://largs-church.co.uk/magazines/
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