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http://clipart-library.com/nativity-cliparts.html 

Merry Christmas! 
“Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that 

which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and 
you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins” 

Matthew 1:20-21 

http://clipart-library.com/nativity-cliparts.html
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The Scottish Episcopal Church 
 is a self-governing province of the world-wide Anglican Communion.  This is a 
family of over 70 million Christians in more than 160 countries.   Our nearest 
relations are the Church of England, the Church in Wales and the Church of 
Ireland.  Through the Porvoo agreement we are also in full communion with many 
other branches of the Church. 
St Columba’s in Largs, is one of over 60 Episcopal congregations that work and 
worship within the Diocese of Glasgow and Galloway.  We are part of Ayrshire 
Region and our neighbours include congregations in Ardrossan, Dalry,Troon, 
Kilmarnock, Prestwick, Ayr and Maybole. 
The area covered by St Columba’s includes Largs, Skelmorlie, Fairlie and West 
Kilbride and ecumenically we play a very active part in Largs Churches Together. 
 

Services at St Columba’s 
The church building has reopened for public worship with restrictions in place and 
will continue to remain open for a Sunday service unless the government and 
Church request a cessation of services again. For the time being only one service is 
offered each week as follows: 

 

Sunday Eucharist 11.00am 
Follow it afterwards on 
https://youtube.com/channel/UCCw69QHrI2ugHvQWYJaEMyQ 

Advent Services: 
Sunday 19th Dec  6.30    9 Lessons & Carols 
Friday  24th December  4pm      Christingle 
Friday 24th Dec   11pm     Midnight service 

Saturday 25th December  10am   Eucharist  
 

 
Please note that masks must still be worn in the church, and that we keep a register 
of those attending for contact tracing purposes.  Communion is gradually returning 
to normal. 
Updates are available on our website: largs-church.co.uk, and via our Facebook page   
Saint Columba’s Scottish Episcopal Church Largs 
We welcome all regardless of any defining characteristic that might otherwise be 
used as the basis for discrimination. 
 

https://youtube.com/channel/UCCw69QHrI2ugHvQWYJaEMyQ
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Revd Canon Sandy Montgomerie 
 
Dear Friends,  
Waiting is an experience that we all live with. Whether it is 
simply waiting for a kettle to boil, or more importantly awaiting 
the results of medical tests that we have undergone. Each has 
significance for us depending where we are at that point in our 
life. The one situation of waiting that I find difficult is waiting to board an aircraft: 
check-in, security, gate number all have this element built in before you even get 
off the ground. 
But there are times when waiting can provide us with positive thoughts, where we 
can focus on not just the here and now, but the prospect of a future event: that for 
me seems to be good way of preparing for Advent and Christmas.  
We sometimes live with the darkness of the world, so when Jesus claims to be ‘the 
light of the world’ it surely gives us hope and helps us understand things better, 
dispelling the darkness from our path. We surely all believe in eliminating darkness 
- especially in the many social issues of our time.  We would hope to eliminate 
world hunger or even stop wasting the earth’s resources. To see a world that would 
stop killing people from womb to tomb.  
The light we seek is a transforming light it is the light we find at the beginning 
John’s gospel, which we use at Christmas, ‘The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness did not overcome it’. (John 1. 5)   Waiting during Advent is waiting for 
the fulfilment of a process that has already begun.  The stage is being prepared for 
God's entrance into the world as an innocent child born in a stable -  an amazing 
gift for you and for me.  We should value the time of waiting that Advent offers; as 
St Augustine of Hippo reflected, "Time is a threefold present: the present as we 
experience it, the past as a present memory and the future as a present 
expectation". 
As we long once again for that light of the world to come among us, and the 
expectation that the season of Advent prepares us for, may we all wait in wonder at 
the incarnation. 
The poet John Betjeman poses this question for us all; 
"And is it true and is it true 
The most tremendous tale of all, 
Seen in a stained glass window's hew 
A baby in an ox's stall. 
The maker of the stars and sea 
Became a child on earth for me". 
                      Blessings for Christmas and the New Year,  

        Sandy                     . 
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Year’s Mind 
Please remember before God those who have died  
and whose year’s mind falls in December & January 
DECEMBER 
 1st Phyllis Douglas 
 2nd Isobel Blair Northcote, John Phillips 
 4th Susan Dayman, Isabella Anderson,  
  John Gutherson 
 5th Violet Joan Scaithe, John Marshall 
 6th Dick Barnes 
 7th Margaret MacKay 
 8th Norman Barrett 
 11th Tom Stott 
 12th Sonia Hunter, Doreen Barnes,   
   Fiona Barnes, Marjorie Sergeant 
 13th Jack Clough 
 15th Margaret Goldie 
 16th Sarah Spencer, Hilda Logue,  
               Heather Fletcher 
 17th Ann Sadler 
 18th William Henry Northcote 
 19th Peggy Perry 
 23rd Mauraide Kerr Hamilton 
 25th Connie Donaldson, Ernest Pow 
 26th Ian Guthrie 
 28th Nessie Rankin 

30th Pat Pickering 
31st Alfred Thomas 

 
 

JANUARY 
1st Gwen Lawson 
2nd James Rankin, Leslie Estill, Elizabeth 

McGlashan,    John Pickering 
3rd Louise Boyle 
5th Doreen Pow, George King 
6th Vivienne Somerville, James Kerr 
7th Sybil Evans, Grace Saxton 
10th Joyce Doreen Downham, David Flinn 
12th Jessie Harvey 
14th Ian Angell 
15th Joyce Pow (Priest) 
16th Tiger (John) Lyon, Harry Powell 
17th Gerald Jolley, Lesley Heath, Jean Duguid,    
      Lorna King 
20th Gordon McTavish 
23rd Doris McFarlane 
24th Amy Fryers, Don MacLiver 
28th Audrey Cooper, Marion Gutherson 
31st Ann Cuthbertson 

May they rest in peace and rise in glory 
 

Norman Veriod   (1927 - 2021) died on 1st November 
Norman Harry Benjamin Veriod was born on 28th November 1927. In 
his early years he resided at 9 Helmsdale Road, Streatham, a district in 
South London.  With his mother, Norman was evacuated during the 
war to Newbury and on some occasions to Cornwall where he attended 
boarding school.  He started his working life at the age of fifteen in a 
food office in Newbury before moving back with his mother to 
Streatham after the war. 
Norman wanted to join the forces however a serious bout of peritonitis left him with a weak 
stomach, and they would not accept him.  He joined the Foreign Office in 1945, and there 
commenced a diplomatic career which spanned 35 years, during which he travelled all over the 
world on duty reaching the rank of First Secretary.  He was posted to Tel Aviv, Tripoli, 
Benghazi, Asuncion, Rome, and Dacca, and was Vice Consul in Mogadishu and New York and 
Trades Commissioner in Sydney Australia. 
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Norman met the love of his life Margaret who was working as an Airways Clerkess with BEA 
and while working away proposed to her in writing, with Margaret accepting the offer in 
writing. They were married on the 3rd of January 1955 in St Andrew’s Parish Church, Paisley. 
Norman and Margaret would go on to become an excellent team together during his career, 
hosting Royalty, VIPs, and dignitaries throughout the world. 
In March 1978 after leaving the foreign service, Norman and Maggie moved to Ascot and from 
1980 to 1983 Norman was appointed as clerk of Sunninghill Parish Council serving the 
community and the council. He was also the acting treasurer of the Ascot Volunteer Bureau and 
an active member of All Saints Church, Ascot. 
After living in Ascot for 9 years they spent another 11 years in Cornwall before moving to 
Largs in 1998. They enjoyed many years together in Largs before Norman nursed and cared for 
Maggie in her latter years.  She passed away on 31st October 2013. 
Norman and Maggie regularly attended Sunday worship with Norman becoming a member of 
the congregation’s investment group. He diligently looked after the money in the tearoom at 
many Car Boot Sales.  He loved participating in many of the Church social events where he 
would regale everyone with interesting and humorous anecdotes of his long and varied life. 
Over the years his hobbies included painting, collage, and gardening. He was also a great 
patron of the local amateur dramatic shows (when they performed “Hello Dolly” he told 
everyone that he attended the opening night of the professional show on Broadway in the early 
1960’s - with Carol Channing in the lead role!) 
In his later years Norman still enjoyed his travel and holidays both abroad and, in the UK, and 
he could be seen regularly walking three times a week from his home at Castlebay Court to the 
Pencil and back until he died from a brain hemorrhage on 1st November. A man who was 
deeply loved by family and the many friends he met over the years - he will be missed greatly. 

 
Betty Mullen 1926 -  2021 died on 30 October 

Betty was born in Northumberland in 1926. Her first job on leaving school 
was with a photographer’s business. At 18 Betty joined the Wrens in 1945 
and spent almost three years on Orkney where she met Patrick Mullen her 
husband to be and they married in 1948, and lived in Fife until 1961. They 
had two children - Bobby who was born in 1951 and Anna in 1953.  
Patrick and Betty and the family moved to Belfast in 1961 until 1966 when 
they moved back to Coulport in Scotland, where Betty 

 worked with children with special needs .  She extended her working experience in 
occupational therapy until retirement in 1986.  
There was much moving around by the family - from Northumberland to Inverkeithing, Belfast, 
Roseneath, Garelochhead, Cardross then finally retiring to Largs in 1986 and lived in a house 
on Irvine Road.  Both Betty and Patrick were very active and independent until Patrick died in 
2013 two months before his 90th birthday.  She spent a great deal of time with her 
grandchildren during the school holidays, particularly with Jacqueline and Christina who lived 
in Johnstone, and travelled regularly to Devon to visit their son and grandchildren Lauren and 
Calum. 
She was admitted to Haylie House last November, then she was transferred to Cumbrae Lodge 
Nursing Home in Irvine this year. She died on 30th October, the day before her 95th Birthday     
She will be missed by her friends at St Columba’s.She leaves her daughter Anna and son 
Bobby, grandchildren Jacqueline Christina Lauren and Callum and great grandson Jacob.  
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Annemaurade Hamilton 
It is with sadness that we heard of Annemaurade’s death on 21st November 

 
Vestry Meetings 

Revd Mark and Mrs Gwen Goodman visited us on 24-26 October, and a 
programme was arranged to give them time with each Vestry member, and to 
explore the Church, Rectory, Hall and grounds, and the surrounding area.  The 
outcome of the visit was an agreement that Mark should be our next Rector.  
Unfortunately the terms of his current post are such that he is unable to join us 
before Easter. 

Vestry meeting 2nd November 
  We noted with sadness the deaths of Norman Veriod and Betty Mullen. Norman’s funeral will be 

on Thursday 11th November at 2pm in church followed by 3pm at Clyde Coast & Garnock Valley 
Crematorium; Betty ’s funeral will be on  Monday 15th at 1pm at Greenock Crematorium. 

  We welcomed Linda and Anthony to the vestry, and thanked Andrew Reid, whose trem was up, for 
all he had done on the vestry these last 4 years and especially running the zoom church.  

  There were a few problems with Lady Margaret’s funeral, due to people who were unfamiliar with 
the church, and the Covid restrictions wanting to do things “their way”.  Consequently  track& trace 
was not properly complied with, and there were problems with audibility. 

  Sandy had been administering home Communions where requested and permitted 
  Sandy is on holiday from the end of January for a couple of weeks.   Martin is free to cover these 

dates.  
  Services to Lent  - see Dates for your Diary page  
  It was agreed that no permanent appointment should be made of a Musical Director until the new 

Rector is in place.      
  We noted that our new Rector is to be Mark Goodman. His institution will take place on Easter 

Monday 18th April at 12 noon.   
  As John Lamb has retired as cash handler and banker for the church, it would br good if someone 

else could take over 
  Chris had clarified with our insurers that Vestry members as Charity Trustees are indemnified. 
  The organ is in need of extensive and expensive repairs.  A decision will be deferred until the new 

Rector is in place.  In the meantime a small heater in the organ chamber to keep the organ dry and 
keep the chancel door open to create air flow should help prevent futher deterioration. 

  Rectory :  New garage door fitted; work on the en-suite in progress; 2 cupboards nearly finished 
with new shelving;  fire detection to be fitted to meet new standard applying next year; LEDs fitted 
in rest of the rooms in the rectory; after considering 2 quotes (and being unable to get any more),   
the Vestry agreed on a supplier and fitter for the kitchen appliances and refurbishment.   

  Church – Leaking roof eventually fixed; light above the lectern fixed and a new LED light 
installed. 

  Yuletide is on Saturday 27th November 1,30pm – 4pm  
  Christmas Lunch to be after church Sunday 16th January 12md  
  It was agreed to hold  an Awayday for the Vestry on Saturday 15th January 
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James Willetts writes: Here's how the news has been greeted in the Stamford Schools: 

The Reverend Mark Goodman, Chaplain at the Stamford Endowed Schools, has announced that 
he will be taking up the post of Rector of St Columba’s, Largs, in the Scottish Episcopal 
Church from Easter next year. 
Mark has served at Stamford since 2006, exerting an unquantifiable influence on countless 
students, staff and parents. In his sixteen years at the Schools, he has played a full part in every 
aspect of life. 
Principal, Will Phelan, said: “Mark has ensured that each and every child has had a moral 
compass. He has connected with our very youngest and oldest students superbly, and he has 
supported us all at various times. Mark epitomises all of the values we hold most dear here at 
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Stamford: happiness, kindness and engagement. We are all incredibly sad to see him go, but 
this is an exciting move for Mark and his family, and we wish them all the best in their move to 
Scotland.” 
Rev Goodman said: “It has been the greatest privilege of my life to work here, so it will be very 
hard to leave the community of the Stamford Endowed Schools. I do have the excitement and 
challenge of moving to a new post but leaving all the wonderful staff in every department, the 
students and their families will be a challenge all of its own. 
“I wish to express my thanks to my colleagues for all their friendship and guidance. I could 
have done nothing here without their unceasing support. I have worked, too, with seven Heads 
and three Principals who have allowed the Chaplain to ‘do his thing.’ I hope in some small way 
I have managed to repay that trust. I want to thank Will Phelan, in particular, for his friendship, 
support and endless encouragement. I also know that you never really leave the Stamford 
Endowed Schools and I take with me just about the simplest and greatest prayer that I 
know, Christ me spede.” 
The School Chaplain is responsible for the spiritual leadership of the school, and supports the 
wellbeing of the whole School community. The process for appointing Rev Goodman’s 
successor will begin in due course. 
 

A Message from the Revd Mark Goodman 
Half term came and went in a whirlwind for Gwen and me.  Before half term I was the 
Chaplain at the Stamford Endowed Schools with everything that comes to my door, coupled 
with the rush of A level marking, lesson planning, sorting out Christmas with the Music 
Department and the busy to frantic routine which is the way at the Endowed Schools.   
At the end of half term, I had been appointed as the next Rector of St. Columba’s.  And so life 
would not be the same again. 
We were so thankful for such a generous welcome from all whom we met.  We were the 
strangers knocking on your door and you welcomed us.  We are deeply grateful for putting your 
trust in us and excited about the move in April. 
When I was back at school and once the announcement of the appointment was made, I knew I 
was going to have to explain what I had done and where Largs was. 
The first part was hard but the second part was surprisingly easy.  I quickly discovered that so 
many people in Stamford know Largs, have been to Largs, have sailed from Largs, have 
relations and friends in Largs and another member of staff is even moving to Largs!  I was 
sitting down with a cup of tea after a long afternoon of umpiring hockey at a nearby school and 
chatting with the Chaplain there.  Yes, he knew Largs.  His uncle had owned a card shop there. 
So we hope that we will see a lot of friends passing their way through Largs in the next few 
years. 
When you read this, Advent will have begun.  Here we meet lots of ‘old friends’.   
We tend to think most obviously of the great characters through the weeks of Advent, the 
Patriarchs, the Prophets, John the Baptist and Mary.  There is the journey from the Old 
Testament to the New and we see and hear the end of the story played out. 
But I think the reason I find Advent to be the most intriguing of the Seasons is not so much the 
parts we know so well but the gaps and silences.  As the story goes along, there is a gap.  
Technically we call it the Intertestamental period, from the end of the Old Testament to the 
beginning of the New Testament.  I find it easier though to call them the Silent Centuries.  
Though there was a huge amount going on in the Middle East and around Israel, the voice of 



9 

God seemed absent in a way it hadn’t been for centuries before.  And what would it have been 
like to have lived through those centuries.  There had been the promises.  There was hope.  But 
what was going on?  Now we understand as we can see the fulfilment of the Incarnation.  To 
help us live faithfully in these times of challenge, of many kinds, I think it helps to reflect on 
these Silent Centuries. 
So, I offer to you these three poems.  They are one project and I think of them as a triptych.  
They are thoughts around the Silent Centuries but based upon lived experience. 
A very peaceful and blessed Christmas to you all.    Mark and Gwen 
 

The Silent Centuries 
(An Advent Triptych)  

 
I 

There were many voices, 
even one who cried out in the 

 wilderness. 
The prophets were heard 
and then there was silence. 
 
 
 
After the last prophet spoke, 
there was silence. 
Four centuries 
without a word. 
 
 
 
And then, and then the  

Baptist’s voice; 
the voice 
breaking through 
and the silence ended.  

II 
9.00am in Church. 
We are sitting as a family - 
mother, father, two brothers 

 and a sister. 
 
 
This was where I learnt the art 

 of ‘sitting still’, 
not speaking, 
being silent. 
 
 
I knew when I had not got it 

 right. 
My father was a short man 
with a disturbingly long reach. 
 
 
His silence imposed. 
 
 
The man at the front 
spoke about four hundred  

years of silence, 
silence for twenty generations. 
 
 
Was I supposed to sit still for 

 that long? 
I’m sure my father could. 
I nearly moved 

III 
From the pews’ forced 
and intimidatory silence, 
 
to a prayerful silence 
in which we can be immersed, 
 
Advent gives voice 
to the silent years. 
 
 
And in the silence of those  

centuries 
I discover 
 
 
the faith and hope and love 
that dwelt among us. 
 
 
The silence that was ended 
by the cry of the Baptist and 

 the new-born. 
 
 
Earth and heaven 
now full of grace and truth.  

 
 
 
 

 
 

Mark Goodman19/11/2021 
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December Prayer Calendar 
Your prayers are asked for the successful accomplishment of 
the commitments made at the end of the Conference Of the 

Parties 26 held in Glasgow last month 
 

1 British companies will publish plans on how they will transition to net zero 
from 2023. 

2 Japan has committed an extra $10bn climate finance over five years, 
3 $1.7bn promised to support indigenous people's conservation of forests and 

strengthen their land rights. 
4 The Scottish govt has pledged £1m to support victims of climate disasters 
5 Sunday – Diocesan Cycle of Prayer 
6 <100 countries have pledged to halt deforestation by 2030. 
7 The UK wants 75% of farmers to engage in low carbon practices by 2030, 
8 22 countries to create at least six zero-emission maritime routes by 2025 
9 World leaders to cut methane emission levels by 30% by 2030 

10 UK financial firms committed to 2050 net-zero goals  
11 Clean power to become the most affordable and reliable option worldwide 
12 Sunday – Diocesan Cycle of Prayer 
13 Zero-emission road vehicles to become affordable in all regions 
14 Near-zero emission steel production to be established in all regions  
15 Affordable renewable and low carbon hydrogen to be globally available 
16 Sustainable agriculture becomes widely adopted by farmers everywhere 
17 Countries committed to net-zero goals by 2050, must halve emissions by 2030  
18 The US and 99 others to protect 30 % of their country’s natural landscapes by 

2030. 
19 Sunday – Diocesan Cycle of Prayer 
20 Financial organisations controlling $130tn agreed to back clean technology 
21 A trillion dollar a year fund from 2025 for richer countries to to help poor 

countries cope with climate change and make the switch to clean energy. 
22 More than 40 countries have signed up to phasing out coal. 
23 Countries will meet next year to pledge further cuts to emissions of CO2 
24 US and China to cooperate more over methane emissions & clean energy. 
25 Amazon, Unilever and Ikea want to use cargo ships runnning on cleaner fuels. 
26 Sunday – Diocesan Cycle of Prayer 
27 G7 committed to phase out "inefficient" fossil fuel subsidies by 2025. 
28 By 2030 India will reduce the emissions intensity of its economy by 45% 
29 India plans to plant enough trees by 2030 to absorb an additional 2.5-3 billion 

tonnes of CO2 from the atmosphere. 
30 The NHS aims to become the world’s first net zero health care system by 2045  
31 Poland to reduce the coal in its electricity production by 25% by 2030. 
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January Prayer Calendar 

You are asked to reflect this month on possible New Year 
Resolutions that will help to deal with the threat of climate 

change 
 

1 Don’t travel by air 
2 Sunday – Diocesan Cycle of Prayer 
3 Avoid buying imported food and goods wherever possible 
4 Use our cars less 
5 Don’t waste energy on patio heaters and hot tubs 
6 Recycle more 
7 Use (genuinely) renewable energy 
8 Don’t fill the kettle! 
9 Sunday – Diocesan Cycle of Prayer 

10 Dry the laundry outside 
11 Use up leftover food 
12 Minimise use of plastics 
13 Don’t buy bottled water 
14 Reduce central heating temperature 
15 Turn off lights 
16 Sunday – Diocesan Cycle of Prayer 
17 Use scrap paper for drafts 
18 Don’t buy more food than you need 
19 Don’t run OPEC cars (one person in each car) 
20 Put on another layer to keep warm 
21 Support UK farmers 
22 Use local shops 
23 Sunday – Diocesan Cycle of Prayer 
24 Use refillable cosmetics and food containers 
25 Buy loose vegetables 
26 Don’t replace when you can repair 
27 Make home-made snacks and drinks to avoid packaging 
28 Avoid buying online 
29 Turn off electricity to chargers and items on stand-by 
30 Sunday – Diocesan Cycle of Prayer 
31 Use dirty water or rainwater for watering plants 
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This Month’s Saints 

The Anglican Calendar marks days throughout the year as 
Saints’ days.  The following are remembered in December & 

For All the Saints, Franciscan January.  With thanks to 
Media and Saints in Scottish Place-names 

 
D
ec 
1 

Charles 
de 

Foucauld
, Priest 

and 
Hermit, 

1916 

CHARLES DE FOUCAULD (Brother Charles of Jesus) was born in 
Strasbourg, France on September 15th, 1858. He undertook a risky exploration 

of Morocco (1883-1884). Seeing the way Muslims expressed their faith 
questioned him and he began repeating, “My God, if you exist, let me come to 
know you.”  A pilgrimage to the Holy Land revealed his vocation to him: to 
follow Jesus in his life at Nazareth.  Ordained a priest at 43 (1901) he left for 
the Sahara, he wanted all who drew close to him to find in him a brother, “a 

universal brother.” “I would like to be sufficiently good that people would say, 
“If such is the servant, what must the Master be like?”  On the evening of 

December 1st 1916, he was killed by a band of marauders who had encircled 
his house.  Today the “spiritual family of Charles de Foucauld” encompasses 

several associations of the faithful, religious communities and secular institutes 
for both lay people and priests. 

HTTPS://WWW.VATICAN.VA/NEWS_SERVICES/LITURGY/SAINTS/NS_LIT_DOC_20051113_DE-FOUCAULD_EN.HTML 

2 Nicholas 
Ferrar, 

Deacon, 
1637 

Nicholas Ferrar, born in 1592, was the founder of a religious community that 
lasted from 1626 to 1646.  After Nicholas had been ordained as a deacon, he 
and his family and a few friends retired to Little Gidding, Huntingdonshire, 
England, to devote themselves to a life of prayer, fasting, and almsgiving 

(Matthew 6:2,5,16). They restored the abandoned church building, and became 
responsible for regular services there. They taught the neighbourhood children, 
and looked after the health and well-being of the people of the district.   They 

fasted with great rigour, and in other ways embraced voluntary poverty, so that 
they might have as much money as possible for the relief of the poor.  The 
community was founded in 1626 (when Nicholas was 34). He died in 1637 

(aged 45), and in 1646 the community was forcibly broken up by the Puritans 
of Cromwell's army              . HTTP://JUSTUS.ANGLICAN.ORG/RESOURCES/BIO/295.HTML 

3 Francis 
Xavier, 
Priest 
and 

Missiona
ry, 1552 

Francis Xavier was one of the most effective and devoted missionaries who 
ever lived. He was born in 1506 in Spain, and in 1534 became one of the seven 
original Jesuits. In 1541 he went to the East Indies to preach the gospel and 
establish the church. He converted many in the eleven years in which he was 
actively evangelising in India, Ceylon, Malacca, Malaya, and especially Japan. 
He died on board ship on his way to China in December 1552. 

4 Clement 
of 

Alexandr
ia,  c 214 

Clement's most lasting impact was his attempt to unite Greek pagan philosophy 
with Christianity. He expresses his own personal conviction when he describes 
philosophy as a direct operation of the divine Logos, working through it as well 
as through the law and his direct revelation in the Gospel to communicate the 
truth to men.  Clement spent much time defining for Christians the originally 
pagan philosophical concept of the Logos.  The simple faith of the baptized 
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Christian contains all the essentials of the highest knowledge; by 
the Eucharist the believer is united with the Logos and the Spirit, and made 
partaker of incorruptibility. 

6 Nicholas 
of Myra, 
Bishop, 

4th 
century 

All we know for sure about Nicholas is that he was Bishop of Myra in Asia 
Minor some time in the fourth century. There are many stories about his love 
and care for children. He became the patron saint of children and, in a North 
American development, the giver of Christmas presents as Santa Claus. He is 
also a patron saint of Russia, seafarers and pawnbrokers. The legends told 
about Nicholas are delightful, but have no historical value.  

7 Ambrose 
of Milan, 
Bishop 

397 

Ambrose was born in 339. He became Bishop of Milan by popular choice in 
374 when, as governor of the city, he intervened to stop riots over the election 
of the bishop. Ambrose did much to deepen the theology of the western church 
on the full divinity of Christ. In his defence of the church’s independence from 
the state, he did much to shape church-state relations in western Europe. He 
had no hesitation in rebuking the Christian emperor when necessary.  

8 The Conception of Mary, Mother of the Lord 
14 John of 

the 
Cross, 
Priest, 
1591 

Saint John of the Cross was born Juan de Yepes y Alvarez, in Fontiveros, 
Avila, Spain in 1542.  John became a priest in 1567 and joined Theresa of 
Avila, a charismatic Carmelite nun. In 1568, Theresa founded a new 
monastery. John changed his name to John of the Cross. Within a couple years, 
John and his fellow friars, relocated to a larger site for their monastery. On 
December 2, 1577, a group of Carmelites broke into John's residence and he 
was brought before a court and placed on trial for disobedience. He was 
punished by imprisonment, with weekly lashing. His only luxuries were a 
prayer book and an oil lamp to read it by. To pass the time he wrote poems on 
paper that was smuggled to him by the friar charged with guarding his cell. 
John became known as a remarkable and influential poet, especially following 
his death. After nine months, John managed to pry his cell door from its hinges 
and escape to join Teresa's nuns in Toledo, after six weeks in the hospital to 
recover. During the last few years of his life, John traveled and established new 
houses across Spain.  He died on December 14, 1591.  Shortly following his 
burial, there was a dispute over where he should be buried. The dispute was 
resolved by removing his legs and arms. Over the years, parts of his body were 
placed on display or buried across several places. 

24 Christma
s Eve 

Christmas Eve is a time for celebration as much as Christmas itself. 
Expectation and anticipation are all part of the day. In our society the various 
pressures of preparation and the time of the year tend to ensure that we find it 
difficult to prepare ourselves in heart and mind to go to Bethlehem to see the 
Christ child. It is good that the preparation for the feast of Christmas is 
hallowed as well as the feast itself. 

25 CHRIST
MAS 
DAY 

The message of Christmas is “Emmanuel” - God with us. It is the theme that 
runs through the two accounts of the birth of Jesus, and that has dominated the 
celebration of Christ’s birth since the festival grew up in the fourth century: 
God with us in our hearts and our homes and our lives, sharing our joys and 
burdens, and strengthening us in our love of others and the whole creation. 
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CHRISTMAS 
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GREETINGS  
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26 Stephen, 

Deacon 
and 

Martyr 

Stephen was one of the seven appointed to care for the needs of Hellenist 
widows in the early Jerusalem church. Presumably a Hellenist from the Jewish 
Dispersion himself, he was challenged by fellow Hellenistic Jews. His speech 
in Acts chapter seven is less a defence to their charges than a prosecution of the 
whole Jewish nation for its disobedience to God. In the account of his death, 
Stephen follows the pattern of the passion of Jesus. If Jesus is the first martyr of 
the new era, Stephen stands closest to him in God’s heavenly glory. 

27 John, 
Apostle 

and 
Evangeli

st 
 

The church’s tradition that the fourth evangelist was the apostle John cannot be 
conclusively disproved, but it is safer to deduce what we can about the 
evangelist from the Gospel itself. The “disciple whom Jesus loved” may have 
been a witness to certain events of the passion, but is presented as the ideal of 
oneness with Christ. The actual author of the Gospel seems to represent a 
Christian community whose Jewish ties have been severed; a community bound 
together by the reality of Jesus Christ, their whole life constituted and 
controlled by their believing in him. 

28 The 
Holy 

Innocent
s 

The birth of Jesus was accompanied by violence, just as the Israelites had 
suffered violence in Egypt. The baby Jesus had to flee for his life, and in his 
place Herod the Great, Jewish ruler for 37 years under the Romans, put to death 
male children two and under in and around Bethlehem. Although we have no 
other evidence of this massacre, it is consistent with some other acts of Herod. 
Because these children suffered for Jesus’ sake, the church has regarded them 
as martyrs. 

29 Thomas 
of 

Canterbu
ry, 1170 

Thomas Becket was born in London in 1118, and became archdeacon of 
Canterbury in 1154. Henry II appreciated his considerable administrative 
ability and made him chancellor of England in 1155. He fulfilled Henry’s 
expectations so well that Henry made him Archbishop of Canterbury in 1162, 
hoping to control the church as well. Thomas however now gave his total 
loyalty to the church. A bitter struggle developed, during which Thomas spent 
six years in exile in France. In 1170 the exasperated king called for Thomas’s 
removal, and four knights murdered Thomas in his cathedral on 29 December. 

30 Josephin
e Butler, 

1906 

Josephine Butler was born in Northumberland in 1828. From her father she 
inherited her conviction that social action is a necessary manifestation of 
religious belief. She conducted a vigorous campaign against the sexual 
exploitation of women and girls. She fought to have legislation abolished which 
allowed the forcible medical examination of women suspected of prostitution, 
but ignored the men. She opposed the trafficking in young girls for use in 
brothels, and she campaigned for the age of consent to be raised. In all these in 
England she was successful. She died in 1906. 

31 John 
Wycliffe
, Priest, 

1384 

John Wycliffe was born about 1330 and became a leading philosopher at 
Oxford University. His attacks on corrupt clergy led to further criticisms of the 
powers of the clergy and the papacy and of the superstitions surrounding the 
Eucharist. He urged the translation of the Bible into English. Although 
Wycliffe initially had royal protection, he was eventually forced to leave 
Oxford. He went to Lutterworth, where he died in 1384. He influenced the 
Lollards in England, and the development of ideas of reform among Czech 
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scholars owes much to him. 
Jan 
1 

  

2 Seraphi
m of 

Sarov, 
1833 

Born Prochor  Moshnin 19 July (O.S.) 1754, in Kursk, Russia.  In 1777 he 
joined the Sarov monastery and was given the religious name of Seraphim 
(which means "fiery" or "burning" in Hebrew). In 1793, he was ordained as a 
monastic priest and soon after retreated to a log cabin in the woods outside 
Sarov monastery and led a solitary lifestyle as a hermit for 25 years.    One 
day, while chopping wood, he was attacked by a gang of thieves who beat 
him mercilessly with the handle of his own axe left him for dead. At the 
thieves' trial he pleaded to the judge for mercy on their behalf.  He spent 5 
months in the monastery, recovering, before returning to the desert, where he 
spent 1,000 successive nights on a rock in continuous prayer with his arms 
raised to the sky, a feat of asceticism deemed miraculous by the Eastern 
Orthodox Church, especially considering the pain from his injuries.    As 
extraordinarily harsh as Seraphim often was to himself, he was kind and 
gentle toward others .  He died while kneeling before an icon of the Virgin 
Mary which he called "Joy of all Joys". This icon is kept currently in the 
chapel of the residence of the Patriarch of Moscow. 

10 William 
Laud, 

Bishop, 
1645 

William Laud, born in 1573, was Archbishop of Canterbury from 1633 to 
1645 in the days of King Charles I.    Laud made enemies chiefly in three 
ways. (1) He punished those who attacked the Church, both those who 
vandalized and those who confined themselves to verbal abuse. (2) He 
upheld various customs in public worship (such as the wearing of the 
surplice) that were harmless in themselves, but which aroused the suspicion 
and fury of those who feared a return to power of Roman Catholicism. (3) He 
sought the financial independence of the clergy, so that a preacher was not 
dependent on what support the local squire was pleased to give him.   In 1637 
an attempt was made to introduce the Book of Common Prayer into general 
use in Scotland, and it immediately caused rioting. The unrest spread to 
England, and in 1640 Laud was arrested on a charge of high treason. He was 
tried in 1644, at the age of seventy-one. He was found guilty, not because 
there was any evidence of his guilt, but because the House of Commons was 
determined that he should die. On the scaffold he prayed: "The Lord receive 
my soul, and have mercy on me, and bless this kingdom with peace and 
charity, that there may not be this effusion of Christian blood amongst them." 

11 David, 
King of 
Scots, 
1153 

David was the youngest son of Malcolm III and (Saint) Margaret, born in 
1080   Henry I of England was his brother-in-law, and in 1113, David 
married Maud, daughter of the Earl of Huntingdon, and a niece of William I, 
so acquiring large estates in England. 
In 1123, he succeeded his brother Alexander as king of Scotland.  He 
contributed enormously to setting up civilising and religious institutions in 
Scotland.  The monasteries he founded helped to improve national economy 
through sheep farming, coal working and salt producing, and he made 
administrative improvements by bringing Anglo-Normans into the southern 
half of the country to help with the process of government.   
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David died in Carlisle in 1153, and was buried in Dunfermline.   
13 Kentiger

n (or 
Mungo), 
Bishop, 
c 603 

Saint Kentigern’s mother was the 6th century Brittonic princess, Saint Teneu, 
of the ancient kingdom of Gododdin, later known as the Lothians. Her son 
was conceived when the Welsh prince Owain mab Urien raped her. Thus the 
historian, Elspeth King, has described Saint Teneu as "Scotland's first 
recorded rape victim, battered woman and unmarried mother".  Upon 
discovering her pregnancy, her angry father King Lleuddun sentenced her to 
death and she was hurled from Traprain Law near Haddington in East 
Lothian. Miraculously she survived the fall; when discovered alive at the foot 
of the cliff, Teneu was set adrift in a coracle and travelled across the Firth of 
Forth to Culross, where she was given shelter at the community of Saint Serf. 
There she gave birth to and raised her son Kentigern, whom Serf nicknamed 
Mungo, "very dear one". 

14 Hilary 
of 

Poitiers, 
c 367 

Hilary is the pre-eminent Latin writer of the 4th century 
(before Ambrose). Augustine of Hippo called him "the illustrious doctor of 
the churches", and his works continued to be highly influential in later 
centuries.  
 The spring terms of the English and Irish Law Courts 
and Oxford and Dublin Universities are called the Hilary term since they 
begin on approximately this date. ]Some consider Saint Hilary of Poitiers 
the patron saint of lawyers.  

17 Anthony 
of 

Egypt, 
Abbot, 

356 

Anthony  c. 12 January 251 – 17 January 356), was a Christian monk from 
Egypt, revered since his death as a saint. He is also known as the Father of 
All Monks. The biography of Anthony's life by Athanasius of 
Alexandria helped to spread the concept of Christian monasticism, 
particularly in Western Europe via its Latin translations. He is often 
erroneously considered the first Christian monk, but he was  among the first 
known to go into the wilderness (about AD 270), which seems to have 
contributed to his renown. Accounts of Anthony enduring supernatural 
temptation during his sojourn in the Eastern Desert of Egypt inspired the 
often-repeated subject of the temptation of St. Anthony in Western art and 
literature. 
Anthony is appealed to against infectious diseases, particularly skin diseases. 
In the past, many such afflictions, including ergotism, erysipelas, 
and shingles, were referred to as St. Anthony's fire. 
 

21 Agnes, 
Martyr, 
c 304 

Agnes, St (died c. 304), Roman martyr, said to have been a Christian virgin 
who refused to marry, she was martyred during the reign of Diocletian. She 
is the patron saint of virgins and her emblem is a lamb (Latin agnus).  

24 Francis 
de Sales, 
Bishop, 

1622 

Known as "The Gentleman Saint," his spirit of optimism, hope, freedom 
confidence in God's love prompts the Oblates of St. Francis de Sales to 
please God by doing everything - big or small enthusiastically and well. 
St. Francis de Sales was born in Thorens of the Savoy region of France on 
August 21, 1567. 

26 Timothy 
and 

Timothy was a convert of Paul around the year 47 and later joined him in his 
apostolic work. He was with Paul at the founding of the Church in Corinth. 
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Titus, 
Bishops 

During the 15 years he worked with Paul, he became one of his most faithful 
and trusted friends. He was sent on difficult missions by Paul—often in the 
face of great disturbance in local churches which Paul had founded. 
Titus has the distinction of being a close friend and disciple of Paul as well as 
a fellow missionary. Titus is seen as a peacemaker, administrator, great 
friend. Paul’s second letter to Corinth affords an insight into the depth of his 
friendship with Titus, and the great fellowship they had in preaching the 
gospel.  The Letter to Titus addresses him as the administrator of the 
Christian community on the island of Crete, charged with organizing it, 
correcting abuses, and appointing presbyter-bishops. 

27 John 
Chrysost
om, 407 

The ambiguity and intrigue surrounding John, the great preacher (his name 
means “golden-mouthed”) from Antioch, are characteristic of the life of any 
great man in a capital city. Brought to Constantinople after a dozen years of 
priestly service in Syria, John found himself the reluctant victim of an 
imperial ruse to make him bishop in the greatest city of the empire. Ascetic, 
unimposing but dignified, and troubled by stomach ailments from his desert 
days as a monk, John became a bishop under the cloud of imperial politics.  
John deplored the court protocol that accorded him precedence before the 
highest state officials. He would not be a kept man. 
His zeal led him to decisive action. When it came to justice and charity, John 
acknowledged no double standards.   His actions taken against unworthy 
bishops in Asia Minor were viewed by other ecclesiastics as a greedy, 
uncanonical extension of his authority. 
Theophilus, archbishop of Alexandria took occasion to charge John with 
fostering heresy, and he was exiled. He died in exile in 407. 

28 Thomas 
Aquinas
, 1274 

Thomas Aquinas is the preeminent spokesman of the Catholic tradition of 
reason and of divine revelation. He is one of the great teachers of the 
medieval Catholic Church, honoured with the titles Doctor of the Church and 
Angelic Doctor. 
In 1243, Thomas joined the Dominicans.  His greatest contribution to the 
Catholic Church is his writings. The unity, harmony, and continuity of faith 
and reason, of revealed and natural human knowledge, pervades his writings. 
One might expect Thomas, as a man of the gospel, to be an ardent defender 
of revealed truth. But he was broad enough, deep enough, to see the whole 
natural order as coming from God the Creator, and to see reason as a divine 
gift to be highly cherished. 
The Summa Theologiae, his last and, unfortunately, uncompleted work, deals 
with the whole of Catholic theology.  He died March 7, 1274. 

30 Charles 
I, King, 

1649 

King Charles I ruled the three kingdoms of England, Scotland, and 
Ireland from 1625 until his execution in 1649. His death after the end 
of the English Civil War is regarded by many as a martyrdom. After the 
Restoration of the monarchy, the Church of England canonised him as a 
saint in 1660, and the cult of Charles, King and Martyr began to grow 
in popularity. His feast day  the anniversary of his execution. 

31 Charles 
Macken

Born in Peebleshire, Scotland in 1825, Charles Frederick Frazier Mackenzie 
was educated at St John’s College and Caius College, Cambridge. He left 
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zie 
Martyr, 

1862 

England for Natal in 1855, to serve as archdeacon to Bishop John William 
Colenso, working among the English settlers there until 1859. In October 
1860 he was commissioned at Canterbury Cathedral as the first missionary of 
the Universities Mission to Central Africa (UMCA). Consecrated Bishop “of 
the Mission to the Tribes Dwelling in the Neighbourhood of the Lake Nyasa 
and River Shire” on January 1, 1861 at St George’s Cathedral in Cape Town, 
Mackenzie led the Mission’s first expedition up the Zambezi River into 
Nyasaland (now Malawi) and established a base near Lake Nyasa. 
The missionaries’ preaching of the Gospel and their efforts to secure the 
release of slaves (who formed the core of Bishop Mackenzie’s mission 
community) led them into conflict with native leaders and Portuguese 
colonists and slave traders. The mission and the people among whom they 
lived and ministered lived under constant threat of drought, famine, and 
malaria. Eventually the mission’s supply of quinine was exhausted, and in an 
outbreak of malaria that claimed the lives of three others in his missionary 
party and of many natives, Bishop Mackenzie died barely a year after his 
consecration, on January 31, 1862.  

 
Against Gender-Based Violence and Abuse in all its forms 

16 Days of Activism against Gender-Based Violence (25 November – 10 
December) is an annual United Nations’ campaign. Mothers’ Union is joining with 
thousands of other organisations to encourage more people to stand up and stop all 
forms of violence. Our campaign is focused on the fact 1 in 3 women are victims of 

violence or abuse.  
#NoMore1in3 

From addressing immediate need to effecting long-term change, Mothers’ Union is 
making a difference in communities around the world: raising awareness, bringing 

hope and offering practical support.  
Join us today and help us make an impact at both local and international levels. Be 
involved as much or as little as you want – we can all make a difference! Find out 

more about what we do and how you can be involved today: 
www.mothersunion.org/get-involved/join-us-today  

We have produced a 16 day prayer leaflet for you to use or pass onto another for 
these 16 days, distributed through our pew sheet.  

Hilary  

http://www.mothersunion.org/get-involved/join-us-today
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Christmas Quiz 

Match the first lines of Christmas hymns & carols match 
1 A great and mighty wonder A jó Vencel király kinézett  
2 Angels from the Realms of Glory A nosotros nos ha nacido un hijo  
3 Away in a Manger, no crib for a bed Alegria al món, el Senyor ha vingut!  
4 Child in the Manger, infant of Mary Aon uair ann am Baile Rìoghail 

Dhaibhidh 
 

5 Ding dong merrily on high Auferte in praesepio, nullum praesepe 
lectum 

 

6 God rest you merry, gentlemen Aŭskultu! La Heroldaj Anĝeloj Kantas  
7 Good King Wenceslas looked out C'est la vérité envoyée d'en haut  
8 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing Dignissim facio in excelsis  
9 I saw three ships come sailing by Ech hunn dräi Schëffer gesinn laanscht 

kommen 
 

10 It came upon a midnight clear El acebo y la hiedra cuando son adultos  
11 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Engel aus den Reichen der Herrlichkeit  
12 O Come All Ye Faithful, joyful and 

triumphant 
Figliolu in u Mangeru, zitellu di Maria  

13 O Little Town of Bethlehem how still 
we see thee lie 

Gud vila er glada, mina herrar  

14 Once in Royal David’s City Rhyfeddod mawr a nerthol  
15 The Holly and the Ivy when they are 

full-grown 
O lille by Betlehem hvor stille vi ser dig 

ligge 
 

16 This is the truth sent from above O venite tutti voi fedeli, gioiosi e 
trionfanti 

 

17 Unto us a son is born Ons wens jou 'n geseënde Kersfees  
18 We Three Kings of Orient are Pastores dum greges per noctem 

observabant 
 

19 We wish you a Merry Christmas Táimid Trí rí thoir  
20 While Shepherds watched their 

Flocks by Night 
Veio claro à meia-noite  

 

This Month’s Recipe 
 Ever wondered what to do with that leftover Christmas Pudding? 
Try frying thick slices in butter until slightly caramelized, then 
serve with leftover Brandy Butter and/or cream.   

You can always under-indulge in January! 
 

If you know of anyone who can’t collect a copy Magazine availability              
from church, or access the online version at https://largs-church.co.uk/magazines/, 
please let me know and they can be sent a copy.  

Gib FitzGibbon   01294 823992  

https://largs-church.co.uk/magazines/
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Dates for your diary 
Saturday 27th November 1.30-4pm Yule Tide Fair 
Sunday 28th November  4pm  Taize for Advent 
Saturday 11th December 10 - 1 Diocesan Advent Quiet Day (Zoom) 
Sunday 19th December  6.30pm  Nine Lessons & Carols 
Friday  24th December     4pm   Christingle 
Friday 24th December      11pm   Midnight service 
Saturday 25th December  10am  Christmas Day  

 Saturday 15th January     Vestry Awayday 
Sunday 16th January         Congregational Lunch 
Sunday 30th  January     Candlemass Service 
Wednesday 2nd March     Ash Wednesday 
Friday 15th April      Good Friday 
Sunday 17th April      Easter Day      
Monday 18th April    Institution of  Revd Mark Goodman 

 
Ayrshire Regional Council 

The following events are happening at other charges in Ayrshire; their 
congregations will welcome any of our congregation who chose to attend them.  I 
have some flyers from the other congregations that I will print and display on the 
notice board.               Alice 
St Ninian's Church Troon:  Saturday 27th Nov 1.:20pm - 4:00pm, Christmas Fair 
Holy Trinity Church Ayr:  Saturday 11th Dec 2:00pm - 4:00pm,  Afternoon Tea 
Holy Trinity Church Kilmarnock: Saturday 4th Dec 1:30pm,  Christmas Fair 
Revd Harriet Johnston will be licensed as Priest in Charge at Holy Trinity Church 
Kilmarnock on Sunday 12th December at 3:00pm. Everyone is welcome to attend 
 

Largs Churches Together 
LCT are organising a Christmas lunch on Christmas Day for all people in Largs 
who are lonely. 
Tasha and Steve from the church of the Nazarine are heading the team.  The lunch 
will be a buffet held in the Dunn Memorial Hall  doors open 1:30pm Buffet will 
start at 2pm   .   Anyone interested should leave the name with Largs resilience 
team. 
Sunday 19th December 2pm in Clark Memorial Church   Christmas Carol sing along 
Christian Aid 
Tuesday 14th December collection buckets will be in Morrison's and a table with 
information about Christian Aid will be in the entrance. 
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Charities for 2021-22 

The Vestry  has agreed that we will support the following: 
Harvest Festival –   Largs Foodbank 
Remembrance Sunday –   PoppyScotland 
Advent Taize –     Scottish Refugee Council 
Christingle Service –    Aberlour Children’s Trust 
All other Christmas services  The Richmond Fellowship 
Fund raising:  National –   CHAS;   

Local –    NAC Women’s Aid 
Bishop’s Lenten Appeal –   To be advised 
Lent Taize –     Christian Aid 
Whit Sunday –     Bishop’s Lenten Appeal 
Sea Sunday –     Mission to Scottish Seafarers 
 

Quiz solution Language 

7 A jó Vencel király kinézett Good King Wenceslas looked out Hungarian 
17 A nosotros nos ha nacido un hijo Unto us a son is born Spanish 
11 Alegria al món, el Senyor ha vingut! Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Catalan 
14 Aon uair ann am Baile Rìoghail 

Dhaibhidh 
Once in Royal David’s City Gallic 

3 Auferte in praesepio, nullum praesepe 
lectum 

Away in a Manger, no crib for a bed Latin 

8 Aŭskultu! La Heroldaj Anĝeloj Kantas Hark! The Herald Angels Sing Esperanto 
16 C'est la vérité envoyée d'en haut This is the truth sent from above French 
5 Dignissim facio in excelsis Ding dong merrily on high Latin 
9 Ech hunn dräi Schëffer gesinn laanscht 

kommen 
I saw three ships come sailing by Luxembourgish 

15 El acebo y la hiedra cuando son adultos The Holly and the Ivy when they are 
full-grown 

Spanish 

2 Engel aus den Reichen der Herrlichkeit Angels from the Realms of Glory German 
4 Figliolu in u Mangeru, zitellu di Maria Child in the Manger, infant of Mary Corsican 
6 Gud vila er glada, mina herrar God rest you merry, gentlemen Swedish 
13 O lille by Betlehem hvor stille vi ser dig 

ligge 
O Little Town of Bethlehem how still 

we see thee lie 
Danish 

12 O venite tutti voi fedeli, gioiosi e 
trionfanti 

O Come All Ye Faithful, joyful and 
triumphant 

Italian 

19 Ons wens jou 'n geseënde Kersfees We wish you a Merry Christmas Afrikaans 
20 Pastores dum greges per noctem 

observabant 
While Shepherds watched their 

Flocks by Night 
Latin 

1 Rhyfeddod mawr a nerthol A great and mighty wonder Welsh 
18 Táimid Trí rí thoir We Three Kings of Orient are Gaelic 
10 Veio claro à meia-noite It came upon a midnight clear Portuguese 
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Services and Rota for December and 
 January

Please check the rota and note if you are included.   
Please feel free to swap with others to ensure duties are covered for all services.  

December Services and readings  

Sunday 5 
2nd Sunday of 

Advent 

Revd Martin Sofield 
Eucharist  
11.00 am  

Malachi 3:1-4 Luke 3:1-6 

Reader: Robin Spencer 
Intercessor: Jennifer 

FitzGibbon 

Sunday 12 
3rd Sunday of 

Advent 

Revd Canon Sandy 
Montgomerie 

Eucharist  
11.00 am  

Zephaniah 3:14-20 Luke 3:7-18 

Reader: Tim Johnston 
 Intercessor: Frances 

Robertson 

Sunday, 19 
4th Sunday of 

Advent 

Revd Canon Sandy 
Montgomerie 

Eucharist  
11.00 am 

Micah 5:2-5a Luke 1:39-55 

Reader: Jennifer 
FitzGibbon 

Intercessor: Ray Young 
  

Friday 24th  
Christmas Eve 

Revd Canon Sandy 
Montgomerie 

Eucharist  
11.00 pm 

Isaiah 52:7-10 John 1:1-14 

Reader: Gib FitzGibbon 
Intercessor  

Revd Canon Sandy 
Montgomerie 

 

Saturday 25th  
Christmas Day 

Revd Canon Sandy 
Montgomerie 

Eucharist  
10.00 am 

Isaiah 9:2-7    Luke 2:1-20 

Reader: Alice MacDonald 
Intercessor  

Revd Canon Sandy 
Montgomerie 

 

Sunday, 26 
1st Sunday 

after 
Christmas 

 

Revd Martin Sofield 
Eucharist 
11.00 am  

1 Samuel 2:18-20,26    
Luke 2:41-52 

Reader: Joan Hutton 
Intercessor Fiona Reader 
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January Services and Sunday readings  

Sunday 2 
2nd  Sunday 

after 
Christmas 

Revd Canon Sandy Montgomerie 
Eucharist  
11.00 am  

Jeremiah 31:7-14; John 1:1-18 

Reader: Tim Johnson 
Intercessor: Rev 

Sandy Montgomerie 

Sunday 9 
The Epiphany 

Revd Canon Sandy Montgomerie 
Eucharist  
11.00 am  

Isaiah 60:1-6  Matt 2:1-12 

Reader: Jennifer 
FitzGibbon 

Intercessor: Alice 
McDonald 

Sunday 16 
2nd  Sunday 

after 
Epiphany  

 

Revd Canon Sandy Montgomerie 
Eucharist  
11.00 am 

 Isaiah 62:1-5 John 2:1-11 

Reader: Gib 
FitzGibbon 

Intercessor Ray Young 

Sunday, 23 
3rd  Sunday 

after 
Epiphany  

Revd Canon Sandy Montgomerie 
Eucharist  
11.00 am 

Nehemiah 8:1-3,5-6,8-10 Luke 4:1-21 

Reader: Tim Johnson 
Intercessor: Rev 

Sandy Montgomerie:  

Sunday, 30 
4th Sunday 

after 
Epiphany  

 

Revd Martin Sofield 
Eucharist 
11.00 am  

Jeremiah 1:4-10; Luke 4: 21-30 

Reader: Fiona Reader 
Intercessor Jennifer 

Fitzgibbon 
 

 
Readers & Intercessors for February 2022 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Please let Gib know if you would like to be a reader 
 

February Reader Intercessor 
Sun 6th Robin Frances Robertson 

Sun 13th Alice Fiona Reader 
Sun 20th Joan Ray Young 
Sun27th Gib Alice McDonald 
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Diocese of Glasgow & Galloway 
Diocesan website:  http://glasgow.anglican.org 

Bishop The Rt Revd Kevin Pearson.  email: bishop@glasgow.anglican.org 
Everyone remains working from home at present and can be reached as below: 
Christine Hughes (most general enquiries, usual days Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri)  

 - 07754 167468 christine@glasgow.anglican.org and also office@glasgow.anglican.org 
Marion Noble (for enquiries regarding property matters, usual days Mon-Wed) – 07544 834021 

marion@glasgow.anglican.org 
Iolanthe Stack (for enquiries regarding finance, usual days Wed -Fri)  

- 07544 833643 iolanthe@glasgow.anglican.org 
John Mitchell, Diocesan Secretary, Tel: 07798 662711, 

 or at diocesansecretary@glasgow.anglican.org 
 

St Columba’s Scottish Episcopal Church, 
 Aubery Crescent, Largs 

Interim Priest in Charge:         The Revd Canon Sandy Montgomerie,   
105 Sharphill Road, Saltcoats, KA21 5QU.  

Tel: 01294  465193 
email: sandy.montgomerie@btinternet.com 

 
The Vestry   is elected by the congregation to work with the Rector in the 
administration of the church, and meets in January, March, September, November 
and as required. 
 
Chair        Rector 
Secretary & Alternate Lay Rep  Hilary Moran 
Treasurer    Chris Evans 
Lay Representative     Gib FitzGibbon 
Rector’s Warden      Lorna Reid 
People’s Warden      Alice MacDonald 
Members Mark Yeomans, Tim Johnston, Linda Young, Anthony McEachen 
 
During the Vacancy the Vestry is chaired by the Lay Representative, and attended by the 
Interim Priest in Charge at his convenience 
 
Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals, Confessions by arrangement with the Priest in 
Charge   

 
The deadline for the February magazine is Sunday 22nd January                       

Magazine articles should be sent to gibfitzg@aol.com 
 

http://glasgow.anglican.org
mailto:bishop@glasgow.anglican.org
mailto:christine@glasgow.anglican.org
mailto:office@glasgow.anglican.org
mailto:marion@glasgow.anglican.org
mailto:iolanthe@glasgow.anglican.org
mailto:diocesansecretary@glasgow.anglican.org
mailto:sandy.montgomerie@btinternet.com
mailto:gibfitzg@aol.com
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 Life at St Columba’s
 
Director of Music (acting)  Colleen Anderson   
Property Convenor    Mark Yeomans   520296 
Fundraising Committee   Hilary Moran   686213  
Protection of Vulnerable Groups Timothy Johnston 

Appointed by the Vestry and approved by the Bishop 
Mothers’ Union     Hilary Moran   686213 
Church Hall Convener   Linda Young        686241   

  Deals with hall booking   s 
Flowers       Joan Hutton    672927 
Sidesmen      Alice MacDonald  336329 
Christian Aid      Jane Evans    673757  
          Alice MacDonald  336329 

Representative on inter-church Christian Aid Committee 
Regional Council    Alice MacDonald  336329 
Intercessions Rota    Frances Robertson  686947 
Altar Servers     Alice MacDonald  336329 
Readers Rota     Gib FitzGibbon  01294 823992 
If you would like to join any of the above, please contact the person named.  
 
Largs Churches Together  Alice MacDonald  336329                    
        Fiona Reader 
Press Officer     Hilary Moran   686213 
Health & Safety Officer   Alice MacDonald  336329 

 
Pastoral Visitors in the congregation: Joan Hutton, May Kidd and Alice 
MacDonald 

 
Scottish Charity Number SC004796   

Printed and published by St Columba’s Episcopal Church, Aubery Crescent, Largs 
KA30 8PR     

The views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of the Rector or the 
Vestry 

 
The magazine may be seen on-line at  
https://largs-church.co.uk/magazines 

https://largs-church.co.uk/magazines
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