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Largs                         June 2021 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saint Columba’s Day 
 Ninth June 

 
See that you be at peace among yourselves, my children, and love one another. 

St Columba 
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The Scottish Episcopal Church 
 is a self-governing province of the world-wide Anglican Communion.  This is a 
family of over 70 million Christians in more than 160 countries.   Our nearest 
relations are the Church of England, the Church in Wales and the Church of 
Ireland.  Through the Porvoo agreement we are also in full communion with many 
other branches of the Church. 
St Columba’s in Largs, is one of over 60 Episcopal congregations that work and 
worship within the Diocese of Glasgow and Galloway.  We are part of Ayrshire 
Region and our neighbours include congregations in Ardrossan, Dalry, Irvine, 
Troon, Kilmarnock, Prestwick, Ayr and Maybole. 
The area covered by St Columba’s includes Largs, Skelmorlie, Fairlie and West 
Kilbride and ecumenically we play a very active part in Largs Churches Together. 
 

 
Services at St Columba’s 

 
The church building has reopened for public worship with restrictions in place and 
will continue to remain open for a Sunday service unless the government and 
Church request a cessation of services again. For the time being only one service is 
offered each week as follows: 

 

Sunday  
Eucharist  
11.00am 

Follow it afterwards on 
https://youtube.com/channel/UCCw69QHrI2ugHvQWYJaEMyQ 
 

 
Please note that the number allowed at services is limited due to the pandemic.   
 
Updates are available on our website: largs-church.co.uk, and via our Facebook page   
Saint Columba’s Scottish Episcopal Church Largs 
 
We welcome all regardless of any defining characteristic that might otherwise be 
used as the basis for discrimination. 
  

https://youtube.com/channel/UCCw69QHrI2ugHvQWYJaEMyQ
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Revd Canon Sandy Montgomerie 
 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
Time seems to have flown as it’s almost six months since 
Gordon and William moved to Glasgow, and we continue 
with the Sunday services back in church.  
Another celebration in June will be our Patronal Festival 
for Saint Columba which falls on the 9th but we will mark 
it on Sunday 6th at church. I am sure Gib FitzGibbon will also offer a historical 
reference to Columba in the magazine, but I would like to take you back to 1997 
when the celebration of 1400 years marked Columba’s death on 9th June in 597 and 
many organisations supported a programme of events from May to December.  
The General Synod of the Scottish Episcopal Church held its Columba Synod, as it 
came to be known, in Oban that year, and I must admit it was much more a social 
occasion than a business meeting. We also made a pilgrimage to Iona while in 
Oban and it was well organised by the church with a ferry to Mull, coaches to 
Fionnphort, then the small ferry to Iona giving us a few hours just to soak in the 
rich atmosphere, peace and spirituality of the island. You know there is something 
quite similar to Iona encountered within Saint Columba’s in Largs - at least that has 
been my experience being with you these past months, and it is a sacred gift to be 
cherished.  
Even to this day the influence of Columba and Iona is spread far beyond Argyll, 
and our link with the Diocese of Gothenburg was encouraged in the knowledge that 
we were close enough to visit Iona, and some from Sweden did make that 
pilgrimage. 
We stand together at a difficult time for the church to have any influence in society; 
at one time Columba faced similar circumstances, yet his success is well 
documented as a poet, prophet and a holy man. We have a hero of the Christian 
faith to give us hope and courage, the years have passed but we still have a message 
and gift to offer everyone we meet today.  
 
With Blessings,  
Sandy  
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Years Mind 
Please remember before God those who have died and whose year’s 

mind falls in June 
  
5th  Margaret Cuthbertson 
8th  George Watson 
12th  Peter Nardini 
13th  Joan Angus, Joyce Riddett 
16th  Alan Estill, Edna Ramsden 
18th  Fiona Keith-Fraser 
21st  Joan Urquhart 
22nd  Barbara Mullins, Sheila Phillips, Shareene Potter 
23rd  Frank Perry 
24th  Lillian Maxwell, Isabella McGowan 
30th  John King 
                                 May they rest in peace and rise in glory 
 
 

In Memoriam 
 
During the pandemic it has been impossible to hold funerals as we would wish.   
The friends of the bereaved family and of the person who has died have been 
deprived of the opportunity to pay their respects, to offer comfort to the bereaved, 
to remember their friend, and to find out more about his or her life.  From the 
beginning of the restrictions, there has been talk of holding Memorial Services once 
we are “back to normal”.  However the prospect of being able to do this is 
constantly receding, and memories will fade. 
To help us to remember our friends in the absence of any Memorial Service, we are 
publishing in the magazine the memories that might be recalled in a funeral eulogy, 
or in the service sheet.  In the past year, we have lost the following friends from the 
congregation without being able to say Goodbye to them properly: 
Peter Robertson: 16 May, Shareene Potter: 22 June, Alec Griffiths:  24 Aug, Iain 
Smith: 13 Nov.    
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 The Revd Alec Griffiths 
 19- 24th August 2020 

 
Born down south and schooled in Warrington, Cheshire, and 
later at St Chad’s College in Durham, Alec spent the beginnings 
of his ministry in this Diocese.  He was a curate at St Ninian’s, 
Pollokshields and St John’s Greenock, before becoming Rector 
of Holy Cross in Knightswood.  Then his ministry took him for a 
while to Huddersfield then on to hospital chaplaincy in the 

London area.  Over the years Alec came to know countless people as friends and 
colleagues … all of whom he remembered with great clarity. 
 
Alec’s life was one of faith, but also one of family; a life that knew love  - in his 
marriage to Elizabeth and their care of Jim, Alan and Annmarie; but a life that also 
knew loss the painful loss of Elizabeth and later of Alan.  Though I am sure the 
weight of these losses was great for Alec, he did not let them define him.  Alec 
remained Alec - the man of demands, the man of stories.  He took great joy from 
the arrival of his grandson Freddie.  And the local practical support of his sister-in-
law, Margaret, allowed Alec to cope with life and its increasing limitations. 
 
He had an enviable ability to preach without notes, yet his sermons remained short 
and focused and meaningful, and I also valued his wisdom and the counsel he was 
able to offer.  The strategic planning meetings to organise Alec’s Golden Jubilee 
service four years ago were memorable, with endless draft versions of the liturgy 
and the wrangling over just where the buffet was to come from … it had to be from 
Waitrose, Alec insisted; though our nearest one is over 30 miles away! 
 
Alec was part of many communities through his event-filled life.  His accounts of 
being chaplain to London’s West End theatre land, where his favourite venues 
would have champagne on ice for him, together with his name dropping of the 
stars, were entertaining.  Even in these past few difficult years, as his health and 
independence diminished, he was part of the caring community at Moorburn Manor 
where he remained sharp as a tack and in control to the end. 
 
And so it was on 24 August, his wedding anniversary, that Alec was called into that 
eternal community of love and faith and life in our Risen Lord Jesus.  May Alec, 
together with all the faithful departed, rest in peace and rise in glory. 
 

GBF 
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Why isn’t Columba the Patron Saint of Scotland? 
 

It’s rather curious that the patron saint of Scotland is not the person who evangelised the Scots, 
but someone about whom little is known for sure, and who never came near the place. 
 
Christianity in Scotland had been brought from Ireland by Ninian and Columba, and spread 
from Whithorn and Iona, in the Gaelic part of the country.  The Gaels adopted Columba as their 
patron in their battles with the Picts, and by the ninth century, he was regarded as the patron 
saint of the Scots or Gaels.  Northumbria (which included the northern half of England, and the 
southern part of Scotland) had been evangelised from Iona, and followed the Celtic tradition, 
but Rome was keen to bring it into the mainstream of the Roman church established in England 
by St Augustine  
The Synod of Whitby in 664 was the showdown between the Celtic tradition and the Roman 
church.  The main points of difference were to do with the way monks cut their hair, and the 
way the date of Easter was calculated.  The Synod decided that the Augustinian church was the 
authoritative church, with the Celtic remnant relegated to an inferior position.  Wilfrid, the 
spokesman for the Augustinian side, had recently returned from Rome with some of the bones 
of St Andrew.  He gave them to Acca, Bishop of Hexham, who took them into Pictish country 
when he was driven from Hexham (c.732), and founded a bishopric  on the site of St Andrews.  

Around the year 832, before the battle of  Athelstaneford between the Picts under King Angus 
mac Fergus and the Northumbrians under King Athelstane,  Saint Andrew appeared to Angus in 
a dream and promised victory. During the battle, a saltire cross was seen in the sky, putting 
heart into the Scots.  Athelstane was killed, and Angus ordered the Cross of Saint Andrew to be 
the badge of the Picts. 

In 1305, the Pope recognised Edward I of England's claim to overlordship of Scotland, and 
excommunicated Robert the Bruce, and all the people of Scotland.  The Declaration of 
Arbroath in 1320 was Scotland's response to the excommunication.  It was an appeal to the 
Pope to lift the excommunication of Robert the Bruce and asserted Scotland's position as an 
independent kingdom, rather than being a feudal land controlled by England.  The Declaration 
claimed that the King of kings and Lord of lords, our Lord Jesus Christ, after His Passion and 
Resurrection, called them [ie the Scots], even though settled in the uttermost parts of the earth, 
almost the first to His most holy faith. Nor would He have them confirmed in that faith by 
merely anyone but by the first of His Apostles -- by calling, though second or third in rank -- 
the most gentle Saint Andrew, the Blessed Peter's brother, and desired him to keep them under 
his protection as their patron forever. 

This was designed to gain the support of the Pope for Scotland against the English.  The Pope 
identified himself with St Peter, the “senior” apostle, and by invoking his “brother”, St Andrew, 
the Scots aimed to trump the English saints such as Augustine or George, who weren’t even 
apostles.  The myth that the Celts had migrated from Ancient Scythia, where Andrew had 
preached, implied that they were Christians long before the English! 
 
This manipulation worked and St Andrew became the patron saint and the saltire was adopted 
as a national symbol. 

Gib FitzGibbon    . 
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Vestry Meetings 
 
Vestry Meeting 4th May 2021 by Zoom 
 
Congregational matters:  
In the 16 weeks of vacancy so far, there has been one funeral, and the ashes of Isobel Watson 
will take place on 9th March.  Isobel’s late husband, George, was an occasional organist at St 
Columba’s.  
Revd Martin Sofield will cover all the Sundays Sandy cannot do until July. The Regional 
Ascension Day service will be held on Zoom on 13th May.  
Hilary now has the key to the notice boards.  
Vacancy: 
Lorna reported that the Vacancy Committee had completed the Rector’s and Congregational 
profiles, as well as the presentational video, and the Vestry agreed that they should go the 
Bishop for approval. 
Treasurers report: Chris is investigating when we can reopen the Hall for users.  Hall charges 
to be reviewed.  
Property: Work continues on the property and grounds, and Mark expressed his thanks to all 
volunteers.  He confirmed that the £10,000 budgeted for the property work (in addition to the 
ash tree felling) still looks realistic, with £1,800 spent to date.  The Vestry recorded their 
special gratitude to those helpers who are not members. 
Protection of vulnerable:  Tim brought the Vestry up to date on the requirements for PVG 
records.  
Social/ Fundraising: We discussed possible opening of the church grounds for a car boot sale 
and the current complications. Hilary to seek further guidance.  
Risk Register: Alice will produce a checklist for guidance in the event of her not being 
available to prepare for a service. 
Largs Churches Together: Holy week services were online on the Cumbrae,  Fairlie and Largs 
Churches Together Facebook page. We are saying goodbye to Jonathan from St John’s church 
who is moving to Greenock, he will not be replaced. All the churches are back holding services 
apart for the Church of the Nazarene who are still using zoom. 
AOCB 
Chris said he was ordering an Easter flag. It was agreed that he should also order an SEC style 
flag  
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Progress with Vacancy 
 
The Vacancy Committee met several times by Zoom and produced a Church profile and a 
Rector profile, which were adopted by the vestry for submission to the Bishop by the agreed 
date of 15th May.  A video of the church, hall, rectory and grounds was also produced with the 
generous help of James Willetts.   
The Vestry and the other members of the Vacancy Committee met by zoom with the Bishop 
and the Dean on 24th May.  The Bishop commended the hard work that Lorna with the Vacancy 
Committee had put into the profiles.  He would write a supplementary preface to present the 
vacancy from the point of view of the Diocese and the clergy, to assure candidates that they 
would be well-supported.  He made one or two suggestions that might make the opportunities 
for the right kind of person more appealing. The Dean also had some comments which Lorna 
asked him to put in writing to aid the Vacancy Committee in any “tweaking”. 
The next meeting would be with the Bishop, Dean and the Vacancy Committee on 7th June, at 
which the profiles would be finalised and used to produce advertisements.  The vacancy would 
be publicised with applications closing on 16th July.  A Vestry meeting with the Bishop and 
Dean would be held on 19th July with the aim of producing a shortlist of up to 4 people to 
interview.  Interviews would be held by zoom on 2nd & 3rd August, from which it is hoped a 
“preferred” candidate will emerge, to be invited to a face-to-face interview. 
 
Meanwhile physically distanced Sunday morning Eucharists have been continuing, led by Revd 
Sandy Montgomerie on 3 out of 4 Sundays, and Revd Sally Gorton and Revd Martin Sofield 
covering his absences.  Hilary has been videoing the gospel and sermon, and posting them on 
youtube.  The Vestry continues to monitor the changing Covid restrictions, on the lookout for a 
prospect of reopening the hall or of resuming carboot sales.  Pastoral visitors have continued 
their work, and care provided to the sick.  Please let Hilary know of any needs in these matters 
 
Work on the rectory, grounds and hall has continued, with the Ash tree finally removed.  
Working parties most Saturdays and some weekdays have been organised by Mark Yeomans, 
and the schedule of work is compatible with the timetable for filling the vacancy. 
 
  

Appeal for Magazine material. 
 
 
Contributions are always welcome  - articles, funny stories, experiences in your journey of 
faith, recipes, puzzles, poems, anecdotes, reminiscences etc. 
Please don’t be shy – the magazine, besides enabling us to keep in touch with our members and 
friends, is our window to the world.  Any potential candidate for the position of Rector is bound 
to look thoroughly at the magazine to see what kind of people we are.  Please help to impress 
them! 
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June Prayer Calendar 
Your prayers this month are asked for those who live as 
Jesus told us to, to make this world a better place for all. 

Try to think of someone you know, or know of, who 
exemplifies each of these attributes.  Pray that we may, 

with the help of the Holy Spirit, grow to be more like them. 
 

1 Love your enemies 
2 Bless those who curse you 
3 Do not condemn, and you will not be condemned 
4 Pray for those who abuse you 
5 Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. 
6 Sunday – Diocesan Cycle of Prayer 
7 Do not judge, and you will not be judged 
8 . Forgive, and you will be forgiven; 
9 Give, and it will be given to you. 

10 Do good to those who hate you 
11 Give to everyone who begs from you 
12 Pray:  “Our Father….” 
13 Sunday – Diocesan Cycle of Prayer 
14 Do to others as you would have them do to you 
15 Be on your guard against all kinds of greed 
16 Do not worry about your life, what you will eat, or about your body, what you will 

wear. 
17 You cannot serve God and wealth. 
18 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify 

your Father  
19 Let your communication be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay: 
20 Sunday – Diocesan Cycle of Prayer 
21 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another. 
22 Give back to Caesar what is Caesar's and to God what is God's. 
23 Do not give what is holy to dogs; and do not throw your pearls before swine 
24 Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, 
25 Do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring worries of its own 
26 Take care that you do not despise one of these little ones; 
27 Sunday – Diocesan Cycle of Prayer 
28 Blessed are the Pure in Heart 
29 Blessed are the Peacemakers 
30 Lend, expecting nothing in return 
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This Month’s Saints 
The Anglican Calendar marks days throughout the year as 
Saints’ days.  The following are remembered in June.  With 

For All the Saints, Franciscan Media and Saints in thanks to 
Scottish Place-names 

 
1 Justin of Rome, 

Martyr, c 165 
Justin came from Samaria, where he was born about 100. He 
found the answer to his searchings for the meaning of life in 
Christianity, “the true philosophy”. He taught in Rome from 
about 150. He was one of the first Christians to link 
Christianity with Greek philosophical ideas. Justin’s writings 
also give us insights into worship in the early church. He 
was executed for his faith about 165. 

3 Charles Lwanga 
1886,  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Janani Luwum 1977 

The martyrs of Uganda were for the most part young 
baptised page boys of Mwanga, the king or kabaka (ruler) of 
Buganda. Both Anglicans and Roman Catholics, in their 
loyalty to Christ, died without complaint by slow burning or 
torture on the orders of Mwanga in the years 1885 and 1886. 
Mwanga identified their Christian faith with disobedience, 
and saw their allegiance to God as a threat to his absolute 
authority. 
The Anglican Church in Uganda, founded as the result of 
Church Missionary Society work in the 1870s, has long been 
known for its martyrs. Archbishop Janani Luwum was killed 
on 16 February 1977 for protesting about Amin’s reign of 
terror. 
Janani Luwum was born in 1922 in the Acholi district of 
Uganda. He had no early education, spending his youth as a 
goatherder. He was given a belated opportunity to begin at 
school and quickly showed his resourcefulness and ability to 
learn. His conversion to Christ happened while he was a 
teacher and from 1949 he studied theology at Buwalasi 
College, and was ordained in 1956.  
He became bishop of the newly-formed Diocese of Northern 
Uganda in 1969 and was appointed to the Anglican 
Consultative Council, and served on the Central Committee 
of the World Council of Churches. He had been elected 
Archbishop of Uganda shortly before this gathering.  
The bishops wrote to Amin to  

4 John XXIII, Bishop 
of Rome, Reformer, 

1963 

Throughout his life, Angelo Roncalli cooperated with God’s 
grace, believing that the job at hand was worthy of his best 
efforts. His sense of God’s providence made him the ideal 
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person to promote a new dialogue with Protestant and 
Orthodox Christians, as well as with Jews and Muslims. In 
the sometimes noisy crypt of St. Peter’s Basilica, many 
people become silent on seeing the simple tomb of Pope 
John XXIII, grateful for the gift of his life and holiness. 
After his beatification, his tomb was moved into the basilica 
itself 

5 Boniface of Mainz, 
754 

 Boniface was a British monk from Hampshire. He was 
born in 675 and spent over thirty years as a missionary to the 
pagan tribes of northern Europe. The turning point in his 
work was when he cut down an ancient oak dedicated to 
Thor and convinced the people of the emptiness of paganism 
and idolatry. He was appointed Bishop of Mainz in 722 and 
archbishop ten years later. He was martyred in 754 in 
northern Frisia as he prepared to baptize and confirm a group 
of new converts. 

8 Ephrem the Syrian, 
373 

Born in Nisibis, Mesopotamia, he was baptized as a young 
man and became famous as a teacher in his native city, but 
fled as a refugee to Edessa, along with many other 
Christians. He was ordained a deacon. In writing about the 
mysteries of humanity’s redemption, Ephrem reveals a 
realistic and humanly sympathetic spirit and a great devotion 
to the humanity of Jesus.   Ephrem became one of the first to 
introduce song into the Church’s public worship as a means 
of instruction for the faithful.  Ephrem lived a simple, 
austere life in a small cave overlooking the city of Edessa. It 
was here that he died around 373 

9 Columba of lona, 
Abbot, 597 

Columba was born in Ireland about 521. Migrating to 
Iona off the coast of Scotland at the age of forty-two with 
twelve companions, he established a Christian 
community, which became the base for the evangelisation 
of Scotland. He established a number of monasteries in 
Ireland and Scotland, and was a skilful poet and scribe. 
He died in 597. Although his name means “dove”, he was 
a vigorous and commanding figure and at times stern. He 
has been traditionally known as “Columba the kind”. 

11 Barnabas, Apostle Barnabas was a Jew from Cyprus who became an apostle. 
He introduced Paul to the church leaders in Jerusalem. When 
sent to Antioch to guide the growing church there in its 
acceptance of Gentiles, he brought Paul into the work. The 
two of them took relief funds to Jerusalem and undertook a 
missionary journey to Cyprus and Asia Minor. Barnabas and 
Paul parted company at the beginning of Paul’s second 
missionary journey. Barnabas went to Cyprus and is 
regarded as the founder of the church there. 

12 John Skinner Priest 
1807, &  

The Revd John Skinner, author of an ecclesiastial history of 
Scotland, was born at Balfour, Aberdeenshire, October 3, 
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John Skinner Bishop, 
1816 

1721. He was incumbent at Longside, from 1742 until 1807. 
His chapel was burnt by Cumberland. After that he officiated 
to his own family within his own house, while the people 
stood without, and listened through the open windows. He 
was sent to prison for 6 months for having officiated to more 
than four persons, in 1756.  His home was a small cottage at 
Linshart, near Longside, consisting simply of a kitchen and 
parlour, where he reared a large family, the eldest of whom 
became his own bishop.  He died in 1816 at his son’s house. 
 
Bishop Skinner was born at Linshart, Longside, 
Aberdeenshire on 17 May 1744, the second son of John 
Skinner (above).  He was ordained a deacon in 1763 and 
a priest in 1764, and   Bishop of Aberdeen.   He was one of 
the three bishops to consecrate Samuel Seabury, an 
American Episcopal priest as a bishop in 1784. In 1788 he 
became the Primus of the Scottish Episcopal Church. He 
died in office in Aberdeen on 13 July 1816, aged 72, and 
was succeeded by his son, William, as Bishop of Aberdeen. 

14 Basil of Caesarea, 
379; Gregory of 

Nazianzus, c 390; 
Gregory of Nyssa, 

394, 

Basil the Great was born about 330 and became Bishop of 
Caesarea in Cappadocia in 370.  Basil was greatly attracted 
to the ascetic life, and, as bishop, combined his role in the 
church with the fostering of the monastic life as an example 
of community love in action. In the theological disputes of 
the day, he strongly supported the emphasis of the Nicene 
Creed on the full and essential divinity of the Son. Together 
with his brother Gregory of Nyssa and his close friend 
Gregory of Nazianzus he did much to persuade those who 
were hesitant. This Nicene theology was eventually ratified 
at Constantinople in 381 and is incorporated in the Nicene 
Creed that is still regularly recited in church.  He died in 379 

18 Bernard Mizeki, 
Martyr, 1896 

Bernard Mizeki was born in Portuguese East Africa 
(Mozambique) in about 1861. As a teenager he went to 
Capetown, South Africa, and worked for ten years as a 
labourer.  After his day's work he attended night classes at an 
Anglican school, and was baptized on 9 March 1886. He 
accompanied Bishop Knight-Bruce to Mashonaland, to work 
there as a lay catechist. In 1891 the bishop assigned him to 
Nhowe and there he built a mission-complex.    He 
developed an approach that built on people's already 
monotheistic faith in one God, Mwari, and on their 
sensitivity to spirit life, while at the same time he 
forthrightly proclaimed the Christ. Over the next five years 
(1891-1896), the mission at Nhowe produced an abundance 
of converts. 
During an uprising in 1896, Bernard was warned to flee. He 
refused, and on 18 June 1896, he was fatally speared outside 
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his hut. His wife and a helper went to get food and blankets 
for him. They later reported that, from a distance, they saw a 
blinding light on the hillside where he had been lying, and 
heard a rushing sound, as though of many wings. When they 
returned to the spot his body had disappeared. The place of 
his death has become a focus of great devotion for Anglicans 
and other Christians, and one of the greatest of all Christian 
festivals in Africa takes place there every year around the 
feast day that marks the anniversary of his martyrdom. 
 

20 Fillan, Abbot, c 750 Saint Fillan, whose name is famous in ancient Scottish and 
Irish Calendars, was the son of Feriach, a noble, and his 
saintly wife Kentigerna, daughter of Cualann, king of 
Leinster.  When his father saw him, he ordered him to be 
drowned in the lake near his castle, for he was somewhat 
unshapely. But, by the ministry of the angels, at the prayer of 
his mother, he floated ashore. Saint Fillan was given by 
Bishop Ibar to the abbot Munna, to be educated. As he wrote 
at night in his cell, he held up his left hand, and it shone so 
brilliantly that he was able to write with the right hand by the 
light shed by the left hand. 
When Munna died (A.D. 635), Saint Fillan was elected to 
succeed him as head of the monastery of Kilmund in 
Argyleshire. After some years, he resigned his charge, and 
retired to Siracht, Fifeshire, where, with the assistance of 
seven others, he built a church He was buried at Straphilline, 
and his relics were long preserved there with honour. The 
Scottish historians attribute to his intercession a memorable 
victory obtained by King Robert Bruce, in 1314, over the 
English at Bannockburn. His pastoral staff and bell still 
exist. 
 

22 Alban, Martyr, c 303 Alban, the first British martyr, was beheaded on the orders 
of the Roman governor of Verulamium for concealing a 
Christian priest and then converting to the Christian faith. 
When soldiers came to arrest the priest, Alban surrendered 
himself in the priest’s place. This is traditionally dated in 
304 during the empire-wide persecution of Christians, but it 
may have been earlier. St Alban’s Abbey is near the site of 
Alban’s burial, and the cult of St Alban was popular in 
Britain for a long time. 

24 The Birth of John the 
Baptist 

John was from a priestly family and advocated a return to the 
strict observance of the laws of Moses in ethical and 
religious standards. He baptised people as a token of their 
acceptance of this. John’s message was popular with many, 
but it brought him into conflict with Herod and the rulers of 
Israel, many of whom followed Gentile customs. John was 
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executed on Herod’s orders. Jesus’ ministry began with his 
baptism by John, and many of his followers were former 
disciples of John. 

25 Moluag of Lismore, 
Bishop, 592 

Saint Moluag, who lived from 530 to 25 June 592, was an 
Irish Saint who did much to promote Christianity among the 
Picts of what is today north and north east Scotland during 
the 500s.  
Moluag, who is also sometimes referred to as Lugaidh, 
Maol-luag, Molloch, Molluog, Molua, or Murlach, was born 
in the northern part of Ireland in about 530, making him a 
contemporary of St Columba. In 562 Moluag and a 
following of Irish monks established a religious community 
around a church on the island of Lismore. From there, 
Moluag and his followers moved across western Scotland, 
spreading the word and establishing around ten more 
churches. Among them were what is now St Moluag's 
Church in northern Lewis and others on Skye, Raasay, Tiree, 
Mull, Morvern and at Inveraray. 

27 Alexander Jolly, 
Bishop, 1838 

“A choice specimen of the old episcopalian clergy”, he was 
born on 3 April 1756, and was ordained  in 1777. After a 
year at Turriff he went to Fraserburgh.   In 1783 he 
published ‘Instructions concerning the Nature and 
Constitution of the Christian Church, the Divine 
Appointment of its Governors and Pastors, and the nature 
and guilt of Schism’ In 1798 he became Bishop of Moray, 
but continued to discharge at the same time the duties of an 
ordinary pastor in Fraserburgh, where he lived by himself in 
a plain two-story house in Cross Street.  He  died at 
Fraserburgh on 29 June 1838.  

28 Irenaeus of Lyons, c 
202 

Irenaeus was born about 130 in Asia Minor and became 
Bishop of Lyons in 177. He adopted a conciliatory stance in 
the disputes over Montanism and over the date of Easter, but 
devoted enormous energy to refuting Gnosticism. Against 
the gnostic dualism, Irenaeus set the apostolic tradition and 
teaching of God as both creator and redeemer, at work in 
human history for our ultimate fulfilment. Irenaeus died 
about the year 200. 

29 Peter and Paul, 
Apostles 

Both St Peter and St Paul are commemorated individually on 
separate days, Peter on account of his confession of Jesus as 
the Messiah on 22 February, and Paul on account of his 
conversion on 25 January. They are commemorated together 
on 29 June because of their martyrdom in Rome during the 
Neronian persecution about 64 CE. The basilicas in Rome of 
St Peter’s in the Vatican and St Paul’s outside the Walls 
stand on the traditional sites of their respective burials. 
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Puzzle 
Guess how many times the following animals are mentioned in the Bible: 

There should be 4 zeroes, 7 ones, 4 twos, one 4, two fives, and one each of six, seven, eight 
and nine 

 
  Number   Number 
1 Locust   12 Ant   
2 Gnat   13 Cat  
3 Fish   14 Wolf   
4 Pig   15 Crocodile  
5 Spider   16 Bee   
6 Hyena   17 Unicorn  
7 Cricket   18 Donkey   
8 Dragon    19 Sheep   
9 Ape   20 Lion   
10 Fly   21 Dog   
11  Squirrel  22 Frog   

 
Needles  

 by Armorel Allen 
 

Needles. Spiky Cyclops things 
They tend to drive me mad. 
First because they stab me, 
When taken from the pad. 

Tightly packed in shiny rows 
So hard to separate. 

I have to push the other end  
To move it from its mates 

The blunter end is still quite sharp 
But when it’s singled out 

It still can pierce my fragile skin 
And cause a painful shout. 

The fun begins when thread is cut. 
The end is smoothed with spit 
And carefully is placed upon  

the tiny, moving slit. 
My eyes just cannot focus 
It almost makes me cry. 

 

I poke and hope and try to force 
The thread into the eye. 

My specs are moved atop my head- 
I’ll try without my glasses 

But then the tip just curves and bends 
And by the needle passes. 

I snip the thread to make it sharp 
I have another go 

While losing all my will to live. 
Maybe I shouldn’t sew? 

Life is too short to sweat and fume 
And fumble with this chore. 

I’ll try once more and then give up. 
I really can’t do more. 

I stand and stretch and then sit down 
To overcome this quirk. 

To my surprise, it slides straight in 
And armed. I set to work. 
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Appeal for Volunteers!!! 

 
 
 
Work continues on redecorating and refurbishing the Rectory.  There have been 
several working parties on Saturdays for gardening, removal of ivy, and painting of 
fences.  Contractors have improved the Rectory surroundings.   
We are looking for volunteers to continue this work of tidying up the church 
grounds and carrying out a few maintenance tasks.  
The voluntary tasks are all outside and include such things as:  Pressure washing, 
painting, small repair jobs, prep work for bigger jobs, gardening, cutting back 
growth and general clearing up.  All tools are supplied and this will only involve 
your time and patience: 
Mark Yeomans is coordinating this work and will attend at times which are suitable 
to volunteers; Monday thru Friday, and continues to organise work parties on 
Saturdays.   
 
Anyone who is available for a few hours “fresh air and keep fit”, please contact 
Mark on: 07533 182150 by phone or text, or email: myeomans@skelmorlie.net 

 
 

Puzzle Solution: 
Q Animal No of mentions Q Animal No of mentions 
1 Locust  5  Exodus 10:4, Leviticus 

11:22, Joel 1:4, Matthew 3:4, 
Revelation 9:3 

13 Cat 0  

2 Gnat  2  Exodus 8:16, Matthew 23:24 14 Wolf  2  Isaiah 11:6, Matthew 7:15 
3 Fish  6  Exodus 7:18, Jonah 1:17, 

Matthew 14:17 and 17:27, 
Luke 24:42, John 21:9 

15 Crocodile 0  

4 Pig  8  Leviticus 11:7, Deuteronomy 
14:8, Proverbs 11:22, Isaiah 
65:4 and 66:3, Matthew 7:6 
and 8:31, 2 Peter 2:22 

16 Bee  1  Judges 14:8 

5 Spider  1  Isaiah 59:5 17 Unicorn 0  
6 Hyena  1  Isaiah 34:14 18 Donkey  4  Numbers 22:21–41, Isaiah 1:3 and 

30:6, John 12:14 
7 Cricket  1  Leviticus 11:22 19 Sheep  5  Exodus 12:5, 1 Samuel 17:34, Matthew 

25:33, Luke 15:4, John 10:7 
8 Dragon   1  Isaiah 30:7 20 Lion  9  Judges 14:8, 1 Kings 13:24, Isaiah 30:6 and 

65:25, Daniel 6:7, Ezekiel 1:10, 1 Peter 5:8, 
Revelation 4:7 and 13:2 

9 Ape  1  1 Kings 10:22 21 Dog  7  Judges 7:5, 1 Kings 21:23–
24, Ecclesiastes 9:4, Matthew 15:26-27, Luke 
16:21, 2 Peter 2:22, Revelation 22:15 

10 Fly  1  Ecclesiastes 10:1 22 Frog  2  Exodus 8:2, Revelation 16:13 
11 Squirrel 0      
12 Ant  2  Proverbs 6:6 and 30:25     

mailto:myeomans@skelmorlie.net
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Dates for your diary 
Sunday  6 June  Patronal Festival 
Monday  7 June  Vacancy Committee meeting 
Wednesday  9 June  St Columba’s Day 
Tuesday   29 June  Vestry Meeting 
Friday  16 July  Applications close for new Rector 
Monday  19 July  Vestry meeting to shortlist applicants 
 

This Month’s Storecupboard Recipe 
 

LAZY GAZPACHO 
 

INGREDIENTS for 2 or 3 people 
for the soup: 

 
1 Carton “fresh” Tomato & 

Basil soup chilled 
White wine 

Olive oil – Garlic infused if 
possible 
Pepper 

Salt 
 

for the garnish: 
 

I slice bread cut into 1cm 
cubes 

4” cucumber chopped 
Chopped Spring onion 

Chopped chives  
¼ red onion 

I clove of garlic chopped 
 1 chopped medium tomato/ 

a few baby tomatoes 
 

Open the soup carton and top up with white wine and olive oil, add freshly 
ground pepper and a pinch of salt, close lid tightly, shake well. 

For the croutons, soak the bread cubes in olive oil and microwave until crisp (3 
or 4 minutes) 

For the garnish, chop the ingredients together. 
Pour the soup into bowls and serve with the croutons and garnish on the side. 

 
 

If you know of anyone who can’t collect a copy Magazine availability              
from church, or access the online version at https://largs-church.co.uk/magazines/, 
please let me know and they can be sent a copy.  

Gib FitzGibbon   01294 823992 
 

https://largs-church.co.uk/magazines/
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 Services and Rota for June 2021
Please check the rota and note if you are included.   

Please feel free to swap with others to ensure duties are 
covered for all services.  

June Services and Sunday readings  

Sunday 6 
Pentecost 2 

(St Columba) 
Patronal 
Festival 

transferred 
from 9th  

Eucharist  
11.00 am 

Isaiah 61: 1-3; Luke 12: 32-37 

Reader: Joan Hutton 
Intercessor: Alice 

McDonald 

Sunday 13 
Pentecost 3 

Eucharist  
Revd Martin Sofield 

11.00 am 
 Ezekiel 17: 22-24; Mark 4: 26-

34 

Reader: Alice McDonald  
Intercessor: Frances 

Robertson  

Sunday, 20 
Pentecost 4 

Eucharist  
11.00 am 

Job 38: 1-11; Mark 4: 34-41 

Reader: Jennifer 
FitzGibbon Intercessor: 

Rev Sandy Montgomerie 

Sunday, 27 
Pentecost 5 

Eucharist  
11.00 am 

Wisdom of Solomon 1: 13-15; 2: 
23-24; Mark 5: 21-43 

Reader: Tim Johnston 
Intercessor: Fiona Reader 

  

 
 

Readers for July 2021 
 

4th    Janine Millward  11th Fiona Reader 18th  Alice MacDonald  
 25th Gib FitzGibbon    
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Diocese of Glasgow & Galloway 
Diocesan website:  http://glasgow.anglican.org 

Bishop The Rt Revd Kevin Pearson.  email: bishop@glasgow.anglican.org 
Everyone remains working from home at present and can be reached as below: 
Christine Hughes (most general enquiries, usual days Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri)  

 - 07754 167468 christine@glasgow.anglican.org and also office@glasgow.anglican.org 
Marion Noble (for enquiries regarding property matters, usual days Mon-Wed) – 07544 834021 

marion@glasgow.anglican.org 
Iolanthe Stack (for enquiries regarding finance, usual days Wed -Fri)  

- 07544 833643 iolanthe@glasgow.anglican.org 
John Mitchell, Diocesan Secretary, Tel: 07798 662711, 

 or at diocesansecretary@glasgow.anglican.org 
 

St Columba’s Scottish Episcopal Church, 
 Aubery Crescent, Largs 

Interim Priest in Charge:         The Revd Canon Sandy Montgomerie,   
105 Sharphill Road, Saltcoats, KA21 5QU.  

Tel: 01294  465193 
email: sandy.montgomerie@btinternet.com 

 
The Vestry   is elected by the congregation to work with the Rector in the 
administration of the church, and meets in January, March, September, November 
and as required. 
 
Chair       Rector 
Secretary & Alternate Lay Rep  Hilary Moran 
Treasurer      Chris Evans 
Lay Representative    Gib FitzGibbon 
Rector’s Warden    Lorna Reid 
People’s Warden    Alice MacDonald 
Members Mark Yeomans, Tim Johnston, Annemauraide Hamilton, Andrew Reid 
 
During the Vacancy the Vestry will be chaired by the Lay Representative, and attended by the 
Interim Priest in Charge at his convenience 
 
Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals, Confessions by arrangement with the Priest in 
Charge   

 
The deadline for the July magazine is Sunday 23rd June                         

Magazine articles should be sent to gibfitzg@aol.com 

http://glasgow.anglican.org
mailto:bishop@glasgow.anglican.org
mailto:christine@glasgow.anglican.org
mailto:office@glasgow.anglican.org
mailto:marion@glasgow.anglican.org
mailto:iolanthe@glasgow.anglican.org
mailto:diocesansecretary@glasgow.anglican.org
mailto:sandy.montgomerie@btinternet.com
mailto:gibfitzg@aol.com
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 Life at St Columba’s
 
Director of Music    Euan Fulton  07814 268 205 
Property Convenor    Mark Yeomans   520296 
Fundraising Committee   Hilary Moran   686213  
Protection of Vulnerable Groups Timothy Johnston 
    Appointed by the Vestry and approved by the Bishop 
 
Mothers’ Union    Hilary Moran   686213 
Church Hall Diary    Chris Evans        673757                  
    Deals with hall bookings 
 
Flowers      Joan Hutton   672927 
Sidesmen      Alice MacDonald  336329 
Christian Aid      Jane Evans    673757                    
       Alice MacDonald  336329 
        Representative on inter-church Christian Aid Committee 
 
Regional Council    Alice MacDonald  336329 
Intercessions Rota    Frances Robertson  686947 
Altar Servers     Alice MacDonald  336329 
Readers Rota     Gib FitzGibbon  01294 823992 
If you would like to join any of the above, please contact the person named.  
 
Largs Churches Together   Alice MacDonald  336329                    
       Fiona Reader 
Press Officer     Hilary Moran   686213 
Health & Safety Officer   Alice MacDonald  336329 

 
Pastoral Visitors in the congregation: Joan Hutton, May Kidd and Alice MacDonald 

 
Scottish Charity Number SC004796   

 
Printed and published by St Columba’s Episcopal Church, Aubery Crescent, Largs 

KA30 8PR     
The views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of the Rector or the 

Vestry 
 

The magazine may be seen on-line at  
https://largs-church.co.uk/magazines/ 

https://largs-church.co.uk/magazines/

