
Easter Sunday 

Notes for Use 

A very happy Easter to you! We hope that this service helps you celebrate Easter as best you can 
wherever you are.  

While it cannot replace the specialness of Eucharist on Easter Sunday, the service does follow a 
similar structure, with the same readings and collects. The service follows a service for Easter during 
the day, rather than the Vigil for Easter.  

You can adapt the service to suit you best. If you know a sung version of the Gloria, feel free to sing 
it instead of reading. You may wish to cut the number of readings but we would advise you retain 
the reading from Acts and the Gospel. The intercessions are offered as a guide only. You are, of 
course, completely free to use this prayer space as you need or wish to. 

The questions at the end of the reflection are optional but offer time for reflection either during the 
service or afterwards. If you are using this resource to worship either as a family or at an online 
gathering, you can use them for group discussion. In a group setting you can change the singular 
“I/my” for “We/our” as needed. Words in bold should be said together. Instructions and guidance 
are written in italics. 

While you may not be in church to celebrate this most Holy Day, do hold in your heart the joy that all 
the company of heaven and your fellow members in the Body of Christ celebrate together, in all 
places and at all times, the glory of our Risen Lord.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Introduction 

You may wish to light a candle as you say: 

Lord, today light has triumphed over darkness. 
Help me to see the truth of your risen life 
In the light of the Easter morning. 
Amen. Alleluia! 
- 
 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! This is the day the Lord has made. 

Confession 
A time of silent confession may be held here instead. 

God our Father, we confess to you and to our fellow members in the Body of Christ that we have 
sinned in thought, word and deed, and in what we have failed to do. We are truly sorry. Forgive us 
our sins, and deliver us from the power of evil, for the sake of your Son who died for us, Jesus 
Christ, our Lord.  

Kyrie 

Lord, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy 
 

Gloria  

Glory to God in the highest,  
and peace to God’s people on earth.  
Lord God, heavenly King,  
almighty God and Father,  
(with God the Son, Jesus Christ,  
and God the Holy Spirit,)  
we worship you, we give you thanks,  
we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  
Lord God, Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world;  
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer.  
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High,  
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,  
in the glory of God the Father.  
Amen. 
 
 



Collect for Easter Sunday 

Lord of life and power, through the mighty resurrection of your Son you have overcome the old 
order of sin and death and have made all things new in him. May we, being dead to sin and alive to 
you in Jesus Christ, reign with him in glory, who with you and the Holy Spirit is alive, one God, now 
and for ever. Amen. 

- 

Readings 

Acts 10:34-43 

34 Then Peter began to speak to them: ‘I truly understand that God shows no partiality, 35but in 
every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36You know the 
message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37That 
message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John 
announced: 38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he 
went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39We 
are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging 
him on a tree; 40but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41not to all the 
people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he 
rose from the dead. 42He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one 
ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43All the prophets testify about him that 
everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.’ 

Psalm 118 

 
1 O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
   his steadfast love endures for ever! 

 
2 Let Israel say, 
   ‘His steadfast love endures for ever.’ 
14 The Lord is my strength and my might; 
   he has become my salvation. 

 
15 There are glad songs of victory in the tents of the righteous: 
‘The right hand of the Lord does valiantly; 
16   the right hand of the Lord is exalted; 
   the right hand of the Lord does valiantly.’ 
17 I shall not die, but I shall live, 
   and recount the deeds of the Lord. 
18 The Lord has punished me severely, 
   but he did not give me over to death. 

 
19 Open to me the gates of righteousness, 
   that I may enter through them 
   and give thanks to the Lord. 



 
20 This is the gate of the Lord; 
   the righteous shall enter through it. 

 
21 I thank you that you have answered me 
   and have become my salvation. 
22 The stone that the builders rejected 
   has become the chief cornerstone. 
23 This is the Lord’s doing; 
   it is marvellous in our eyes. 
24 This is the day that the Lord has made; 
   let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

1 Corinthians 15:1-11 

15Now I should remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news that I proclaimed to you, which 
you in turn received, in which also you stand, 2through which also you are being saved, if you hold 
firmly to the message that I proclaimed to you—unless you have come to believe in vain. 

3 For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had received: that Christ died for our 
sins in accordance with the scriptures, 4and that he was buried, and that he was raised on the third 
day in accordance with the scriptures, 5and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6Then 
he appeared to more than five hundred brothers and sisters at one time, most of whom are still 
alive, though some have died. 7Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. 8Last of all, as to 
someone untimely born, he appeared also to me. 9For I am the least of the apostles, unfit to be 
called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 10But by the grace of God I am what I am, 
and his grace towards me has not been in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them—
though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with me. 11Whether then it was I or they, so we 
proclaim and so you have come to believe. 

Mark 16:1-8 

16When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome 
bought spices, so that they might go and anoint him. 2And very early on the first day of the week, 
when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. 3They had been saying to one another, ‘Who will roll 
away the stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?’ 4When they looked up, they saw that the 
stone, which was very large, had already been rolled back. 5As they entered the tomb, they saw a 
young man, dressed in a white robe, sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed. 6But he said to 
them, ‘Do not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been 
raised; he is not here. Look, there is the place they laid him. 7But go, tell his disciples and Peter that 
he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told you.’ 8So they went out 
and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; and they said nothing to 
anyone, for they were afraid. 

 

 

 

 



Reflection 

Our journey through the wilderness, down the road to Jerusalem, to a feast in an upper room, the 
agony in Gethsemane, then death at Calvary, has finally brought us here. A tomb carved into the 
rockface, meant for someone else, gifted out of love and grief.  

The women who go to the tomb early on the first Easter morning were braver than our short gospel  
describes. They were in serious danger for having associating with a man executed for political 
insurrection just two days ago. Nevertheless, they felt duty-bound to honour Jesus by observing the 
proper funeral rites. Their main concern was how to move the stone that sealed the tomb. Little did 
they know that this was not going to be the most difficult aspect of their day.  

We sometimes forget, given how joyfully we celebrate Easter today, that the very first Easter was 
one full of fear and confusion.  Who could these women trust, when one of the Twelve had betrayed 
Jesus in the first place? Could Peter, the man who had denied knowing Jesus repeatedly in an 
attempt to save his own skin, really be told this wonderful and terrifying news? 

But at this moment of revelation these three women had a courage that was far greater than 
Peter’s, and a faith far deeper than many of the disciples. Remember that the Eleven were in hiding, 
and many of Jesus’ followers had melted away since Good Friday morning.  And yet the messenger 
these women encountered convinced them enough to risk their lives and go back into the heart of 
Jerusalem to spread the news of an empty tomb and a Risen Christ.  

What propelled them back into danger, risking everything by speaking to those disciples huddled in 
fear? Only the hope that this messenger was right. They had hope that Jesus, who performed 
miracle after miracle in his lifetime, had gone beyond anything they witnessed in Galilee. They had 
hope in the shape of an empty tomb. 

Hope is a powerful thing for such a little, often over-used word. It gave courage to the women at the 
tomb, and redemption to the broken, fearful disciples when they returned. Hope brought them out 
of the death they had shared with Christ, and into his resurrection. 

Christ’s resurrection is the hope we share with the world. Yes, things have been difficult. Yes, things 
have been painful. Yes, the time has been one full of darkness. But the light has overcome the dark – 
hope has triumphed over despair. Life has proven stronger than death. 

At Easter we are not told to put away grief and despair. We are not told that pain and suffering are 
going to disappear from our lives. Death continues to be a part of this world. But we are given hope 
that grief, despair, pain, suffering and even death can never again have the last word. 

So I invite you this Easter to find the empty tomb, overcome your fear and doubts, and spread the 
Good News of the hope of the Risen Christ.  

Do you think that you could have had the courage that Mary Magdalene, Mary mother of James, and 
Salome had, first to go to the tomb and then to spread the Gospel to the other disciples? Talk to God 
about how you would react if you were there with them. 

The Risen Christ offers us the hope of resurrection for ourselves, through our live with Jesus. Talk to 
God about what that means to you. 

What can you do to spread the joy of Easter and the hope of the Gospel? 

 



Creed 

A short silence should be kept before reciting the creed. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Prayer 

The prayer here is a shortened, adapted form of intercession. If your church has shared intercession 
for the Sunday service beforehand, it can be said here instead. You may also find the intercessions for 
use during a pandemic suitable here. 

I pray to you, Lord, that the hope of the Risen Lord is always mine. Hear my prayers: 

I pray for the church,  

For…. 

 

I pray for my community, 

For… 

 

I pray for the world, 

For… 

 

I pray for those who are ill, 

For…. 

 



I pray for those who have died, 

For…. 

 

Hear my prayers Lord, that the hope of the Risen Lord is always mine. 
Amen.  Alleluia 
 

 

 

Meditation 

Sit with this image for a few minutes of quiet meditation. 

How does it make you feel? 

How do you want to respond to God? 

 

 

Copyright:  “Three Marys at the Tomb”, by Sadao Watanabe 

Retrieved: asianartscollection.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Lord’s 
Prayer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

- 

Conclusion 

Lord, all that I have done in your name, accept as my offering today.  

God of life, bring us to the glory of the resurrection promised. We ask this in the name of Jesus 
Christ the risen Lord. 
Amen. Alleluia! 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
Thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses  
as we forgive those who trespass 
against us, 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil, 
For thine is the kingdom, the power 
and the glory 
Forever and ever, 
Amen. 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread, 
and forgive our sins, 
as we forgive those who sin against 
us. 
Do not bring us to the time of trial, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power and the 
glory are yours, 
Now and forever, 
Amen. 


