St Columba’s
Scottish Episcopal Church
Largs

HAPPY

April 2021

EASTER
Blessed are those who have not seen and have yet believed."
– John 20:29
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The Scottish Episcopal Church
is a self-governing province of the world-wide Anglican Communion. This is a
family of over 70 million Christians in more than 160 countries. Our nearest
relations are the Church of England, the Church in Wales and the Church of
Ireland. Through the Porvoo agreement we are also in full communion with many
other branches of the Church.
St Columba’s in Largs, is one of over 60 Episcopal congregations that work and
worship within the Diocese of Glasgow and Galloway. We are part of Ayrshire
Region and our neighbours include congregations in Ardrossan, Dalry, Irvine,
Troon, Kilmarnock, Prestwick, Ayr and Maybole.
The area covered by St Columba’s includes Largs, Skelmorlie, Fairlie and West
Kilbride and ecumenically we play a very active part in Largs Churches Together.

Services at St Columba’s
The church building has reopened for public worship with restrictions in place and
will continue to remain open for a Sunday service unless the government and
Church request a cessation of services again. For the time being only one service
will be offered each week as follows:

Sunday Eucharist 11.00am
Please note that the number allowed at services is limited due to the pandemic.
Those attending on 28th March have been asked to sign up if they wish to attend on
Easter Day. Anyone else who wants to come on Easter Day should check with
Hilary to make sure there will be space!
Updates are available on our website: largs-church.co.uk, and via our Facebook page
Saint Columba’s Scottish Episcopal Church Largs

We welcome all regardless of any defining characteristic that might otherwise be
used as the basis for discrimination.
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Revd Canon Sandy Montgomerie
Dear Friends,
We are on a journey as we travel towards Easter which is
such an important part of our faith journey as we meet and
pray for the future. We begin of course from home our
place of security and then move on a shared journey
towards a deeper understanding of Jesus’ sacrifice and the
joy which we celebrate on Easter Day.
Maybe we will discover God in the ordinary places of our lives because if you think
about it the Bible tries to let us in on this secret by revealing God in ordinary times
and places and it is where we find people just like ourselves trying to live the best
way they can. Just think of some of Jesus’ parables, he says things like ‘look at the
lilies of the field’, he speaks of a woman looking for a coin and a father running
after his son. It’s about being human, yet I think also with the knowledge that we
are already spiritual beings. Someone once expressed this better than I, ‘we are not
human beings trying desperately to become spiritual we are already and essentially
spiritual beings’.
But who do we recognise when we seek out the human in ourselves? Perhaps that’s
why God modelled the answer on the man called Jesus, his life in that sense is
bound up with ours in such a spiritual and human calling. It’s Jesus’ journey we
follow to the cross and the resurrection that we celebrate on Easter morning. There
will still be the commercial intrusion of chocolate eggs and rabbits with all the
trappings that go with the celebration, and that’s okay if we don’t forget the reason
for our Lenten journey’s end.
With Easter Blessings
Sandy
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Years Mind
Please remember before God those who have died and whose year’s mind falls in April

4th
5th
6th
7th
8th
10th
13th
14th
16th
17th
19th
21st
23rd
25th
26th
30th

Dorothy Nelson
Doris Binns
Scott McFarlane, Sidney Blackwell, Rose Oliver
Joan McGhie, Dorothy Bailey
Isobel Muir
Gladys Reid, William Binns
Jay Evans
Bob Hannay, Margaret Martin
Florence Ferguson-Taylor, Duncan Sladden (Priest)
Robert Thomson, Douglas Graham
Amy Fletcher
Mary Johnston
Louisa Allan
Leslie Clutterham, Tony Johnston, Arthur Gusterson, Gladys Hart
John Foster
Doreen Fleming
May they rest in peace and rise in glory

In Memoriam
During the pandemic it has been impossible to hold funerals as we would wish.
The friends of the bereaved family and of the person who has died have been
deprived of the opportunity to pay their respects, to offer comfort to the bereaved,
to remember their friend, and to find out more about his or her life. From the
beginning of the restrictions, there has been talk of holding Memorial Services once
we are “back to normal”. However the prospect of being able to do this is
constantly receding, and memories will fade.
To help us to remember our friends in the absence of any Memorial Service, we
will publish in the magazine the memories that might be recalled in a funeral
eulogy, or in the service sheet. In the past year, we have lost the following friends
from the congregation without being able to say Goodbye to them properly:
Peter Robertson: 16 May, Shareene Potter: 22 June, Alec Griffiths: 24 Aug, Iain
Smith: 13 Nov.
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John (Iain) Deans Smith
14th December 1940 – 13th November 2020

Iain was born in James Orr Street, Glasgow, the youngest of two sons
of William and Martha Smith.
He was a bright young boy who was Dux of his primary school before
earning a place at Whitehill Senior Secondary where he particularly
enjoyed his classes in Latin and Greek. Iain’s parents secured him an
apprenticeship as a compositor, and he left school at the age of 15. As
part of his six-year apprenticeship he started work at McCorkindale’s
Printers and later went on to join Collins Publishers. Seeing the march of technological change
in his industry, Iain opted to sit Highers at college to enable him to apply to Glasgow
University; he wanted to gain entry on merit rather than through an access scheme available to
mature students. He graduated from the University of Glasgow with an Honours degree in
History and English Literature, as well as studying Religious Studies into his third year. Iain
subsequently worked with Her Majesty’s Customs & Excise until he retired.
Iain and his best friend Andy started playing golf at the age of twelve with whatever clubs they
could afford. He still remained a keen golfer into later life. His other hobbies and interests:
cricket, singing in the Church choir and reading, were an important part of his life from an early
age.
Iain and his wife Emma had known each other since they were very young. They came to know
each other better through the Church where both were active: in teaching Sunday School,
introducing and organising social activities within the Youth Fellowship group, including the
setting up of a badminton club and dances.
They married in August of 1964, having already organised a new house in Bishopbriggs where
they would bring up their three sons; Kyle, Stewart and Magnus. Throughout their lives they
both dedicated their efforts to bring up their sons, and to their wider family. The family will
always retain abiding memories of playing cricket and tennis on beaches during family holidays
in Cornwall.
Iain was a committed Christian throughout his life. He started his worship in the Methodist
Church before becoming a member and ultimately an elder in the Church of Scotland. He was
exceptionally pleased to become confirmed as a member of St. Columba’s Episcopalian Church
in Largs. He enjoyed bible study and was a keen participant in the confirmation classes. He
gladly joined the Church choir and was thankful for the fellowship of the other members.
In 2013, Iain was unfortunately afflicted by a severe stroke that significantly changed his life,
but not his faith. Over the following years, the support of Rev. Cannon Gordon Fyfe was
especially helpful in both spiritual and pastoral matters. Throughout their years together, Iain
and Emma were never happier than when they were together.
Iain sadly passed away on the 13th November 2020 at Crosshouse Hospital following a short
illness.
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Vestry Meetings
rd

3 March – Regular Vestry meeting
Congrgational Matters When allowed to open the church again, we will need to hold an adhoc vestry meeting to make the necessary arrangements. These will include cleaning, making
sure there is a Paschal candle, and that the organ is in a fit state.
Vacancy Meeting scheduled for 8th March with the Dean and Bishop. Agenda to be requested,
and draft profile and congregational questionnaire to be circulated. Notice about the Bishop’s
Lent Appeal to be included on the pew-sheet (including details of the preferred route of
donating via Just Giving), and the website..
Treasurer’s report: We are showing a small surplus of under £5,000 in the year-to-date.
Although we are due for a four-yearly Stewardship Campaign, it was decided that this should
wait until a new rector arrives, and the future financial picture for the church and the
congregation becomes clearer. In the meantime the website has been updated to show how to
make donations to the church.
Property. Mark had produced a fully comprehensive report prior to the meeting which
evaluated all the work that needed doing and potential costs involved. The Vestry agreed on a
provisional budget of £10,000 to cover: Rectory refurbishment, carpets, decorating, new boiler,
and fire alarms to the upcoming standard; removal of the Ash tree, flood prevention, and gravel.
Mark emphasised that his estimates omitted labour costs for much of the work, in the hope that
members of the congregation might volunteer to undertake some of the jobs as part of their
stewardship contribution, once covid restrictions are lifted. Sandy enquired about the electrical
safety of the church, and Gib will bring Mark up to date with the present installation. A
quinquennial inspection is due.
A consultation on the Election of Bishops
The Provincial Canon 4 Review Group is consulting with all charges on possible revision of
this Canon. It was felt more appropriate to respond as individuals rather than as a Vestry, and
to encourage members of the congregation to do so too. Individuals are invited to submit
responses by clicking on this Google form by Wednesday 31st March 2021

8th March – First Vacancy Meeting with the Bishop and the Dean
Bishop Kevin opened the meeting with a prayer, and some introductory remarks. He asked
‘how do we share the love of God with the wider community of Largs?’ We introduced
ourselves and the role we play in the service of the church, and described what each of us was
doing to keep church activities going. This included facilitating the zoom Service of the Word
on Sundays, Ash Wednesday & Good Friday; pastoral visiting where possible; magazine &
website; communicating information; maintaining finances and paying bills. maintaining the
property; preparing the Rectory for its next occupant; protection issues; maintaining the organ;
preparing the church building as required for funerals etc and for possible reopening for Easter.
We communicate regularly by e-mail and hold meetings by zoom. We work well together and
with Sandy. Prayer requests are passed on.
The Bishop asked whether we needed a new Rector, and the Vestry members confirmed that in
our view there would be no future for the church without one. He then asked what we are
looking for in a new minister; (for example) someone who can articulate clearly, a young
person with a family, connect with the community, team player, environmentalist, able to
connect with young families, etc
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We should form a Vacancy Committee of about 6 people, not all of whom need to be members
of the Vestry. The people in it need to be from the span of the life of the church and of Largs,
who can offer different insights, experience and knowledge.
The Profile needs to follow along the lines of appendix 2 of the Provincial template. The
Bishop & Dean had modified the draft questionnaire. We need to decide how to get it out to
the congregation.
As it is uncertain when a physical interview would be able to take place, it is important to
convey as full a picture as possible of Largs, the Church, and especially the Rectory, in the
profile, and the Bishop recommended that a video be made.
The first task for the Vestry was to decide upon the composition of the Vacancy Committee,
and to get it up and running. The bishop did not currently have anybody in mind as a possible
rector, although he had mentioned the vacancy within the Province to one or two people who he
thought might be interested. He would involve the Vestry fully in considering anyone he might
propose, and nobody would be appointed without a face-to-face interview. Mark asked how
soon an appointment might be made, and the Bishop replied that 9 months to a year would be
typical. He was satisfied that the management of the church was in good hands during the
vacancy.

10th March – Follow-up to meeting of 8th March
Vacancy Committee:
A Vacancy Committee of about half a dozen, to include both Vestry and non-Vestry Members
will be formed. Members of the Congregation will be invited to express interest in taking part
on the questionnaire, which will also include a paragraph outlining the Committee’s remit.
Questionnaire
The Questionnaire as modified by the Dean was accepted, and will be sent out on Tuesday 16th
by e-mail or post as appropriate, with a deadline for responses by 24th March
Profile:
To be reformatted to fit in with the Provincial template. It will include more hyperlinks to
information on Largs and church life
Video:
We can probably link 2 to 4 short clips of Largs together and then record a little in our church
grounds once the Rectory is fit to be seen inside.

16th March
Meeting to discuss re-opening of church on Palm Sunday, 28 March
We reviewed the tasks that had been established during the last shutdown to make sure that
everything was covered, and that Sandy knew who was doing what. Need to remind everyone
that the clocks go forward on 28th March. People attending on Palm Sunday will be asked to
sign up for the Easter Day service, others to notify Hilary, to ensure that we don’t exceed the
maximum permissible number. Arrangements for Good Friday and Easter Day services also
covered.
The front door of the hall is sticking and will be planed. Sandy will not be officiating on 11
April, 2 May and 16 May, and an alternative will be provided. The possibilities of sharing the
services more widely via Zoom, YouTube or live-streaming will be investigated
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Diocesan Lent Quiet Day Saturday 13th March 2021
This year, after successfully hosting our annual Advent Quiet Day on Zoom in December, the
Diocesan Prayer and Spirituality Group decided to offer a ‘virtual’ Quiet Day for Lent on
Saturday 13th March. There were about 50 people in total– from all corners of the diocese
( which is the upside of Zoom!). Below is a report from Armorel, and this is followed by some of
the songs/poetry used.
I was fortunate to join in the Lent Quiet Day (actually a morning), which this year for obvious
reasons had to be held virtually, via Zoom.
The session was facilitated by the Revd Les Ireland, with readings, prayers and reflections from
others. It started with a rendition of “Gabriel’s Oboe” (from the film “the Mission”) on oboe
and piano, which helped to settle the mood, before a service of morning prayer. Les then talked
about the effects of Covid and what had been taken from us, whether we could blame God for
what was happening and if so, could we forgive Him? We then broke into small groups to
discuss this. After a short while we returned to the full meeting. For the next half hour, a series
of photos of nature were projected, along with shots of several poems and commentaries.
Reflective music accompanied this, which was a great opportunity to be quiet and pause to
think about our world and our place in it.
The Revd. David Wostenholme gave an interesting talk on “losses” with slides of relevant
pieces of art , suggesting that a “gift” of lockdown was the opportunity to get more in touch
with oneself. He quoted George Appleton who wrote “Give me a candle of the Spirit, O God,
as I go down into the deeps of my being” and suggested that we encounter angels when
things get better. Give thanks for those who are our angels on our lockdown journey, and
give thanks also if we have been an angel to someone else.
At the end, he quoted a rap by Lou Beckerman “You choose”:
It was the best of times; it was the worst of times You
choose.
You can choose your memories; re-train your brain
You have free-reign, You choose.
No need to be pessimist, alarmist, defeatist; try
hope, positivity – exist as an optimist. You choose.
Some peer through the tunnel and see The Light
Some see the light and take fright at the
train they assume is in sight. You choose.
Your self-fulfilling prophesies create
delight or miseries. You choose.
Optimist, alchemist, idealist or futurist – you choose.
Scorner, doubter, prophet of doom
Cynic, sceptic, merchant of gloom – You choose.

Lying in the gutter, some are looking at the stars
Some creative thinkers have a half-full glass You
choose.
There are those who believe they can, so they can
There are those who think they can’t, so they can’t
You choose.

Please keep your rain for your own parade
It infects my hope which fades into shade it becomes afraid.
Try gratitude, good attitude, trust, expectation
Not rehearsing for the worse; luck-averse and
deflation.
You choose.
You choose.

The Bishop summarised and gave a blessing to send us on our way.
In all, it was a very welcome gathering together at this time and I look forward to the next one.
Armorel
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Guide me, O thou Great Redeemer, safely out of Tesco's store.
This long this last week has passed so quickly and we need some food once more.
Now start queuing, now start queuing,
till they let me through the door: till they let me through the door.
Guide me through the arrow system following the proper way.
Give me strength to steer the trolley I’ve so much to get today –
Tea and coffee, white and brown bread,
Please be on the shelf I pray: please be on the shelf I pray.
Help my thoughts and concentration as I shop for others’ needs.
Pasta, fruit cake, jam and biscuits, milk and butter, eggs and cheese.
Different food for different people: Lord, I want so much to please
Lord I want so much to please
At the till to pack and pay now, then off home, and in while,
Take things round, drop in their gardens,
At their windows see them smile, wave a hand and mouth a “thankyou” Makes the whole task so worthwhile: makes the whole task so worthwhile
It has been a hard experience, being careful and correct.
Social distance, no church service, home deliveries click and collect
May the day come very quickly where to shop we can select
Where to shop we can select.
When I reach the gates of heaven may my fears blow with the breeze.
Tell me they'll be no more Tesco, Aldi, Morrisons, Sainsbury's.
Songs of praises, songs of praises I will ever give to thee:
I will ever give to thee.
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What if it's just nature
by Julie Sheldon
What if it’s just Nature
Taking back control
Questioning the actions
Of every living soul

What if it’s just Nature
Giving us the time
To be more understanding,
Generous and kind

What if it’s just Nature
Asking us to stop
To think about our planet
And treasure what we’ve got

What if it’s just Nature
Asking us to care
To think about each other
And sometimes just be there

What if it’s just Nature
Slowing us right down
Time to look around us
And see what can be found

What if it’s just Nature
Sending us this pain
Time to re-evaluate
Before we’re all insane

What if it’s just Nature
Asking us to think
What is it that we really need?
Love, health and food and drink

What if it’s just Nature
Setting us a test
To try to save our planet
Let’s do our very best!

Riddle
My first is in chapel and also in church:
My second in altar if not in the lurch.
My third is in Thomas, but never in John:
My fourth is in Eucharist, but not communion.
My fifth is in funerals and also in Lent:
My sixth not at Christmas but found in Advent.
(keep going, the riddle is almost complete)
My seventh in Saviour, not washing of feet
My eighth is discovered in Largs, not in live.
My last is in love but not in forgive.
:Uncover these letters to unlock this clueA small one, but lovely and almost in view.
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April Prayer Calendar
Your prayers this month are asked for a new beginning with:
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

Yourself – for humility and the ability to understand others
Those whose unacknowledged sacrifices have made you what you are
Give thanks for all your blessings
Sunday – Diocesan Cycle of Prayer
Those who bear a grudge against you
Those you have hurt
Anyone you have fallen out of love with
Those you have wronged in any way
The poor whose needs you have ignored
Give thanks for all your blessings
Sunday – Diocesan Cycle of Prayer
Those whose lifestyle you disapprove of
Those whose actions have annoyed you
Those you have taken advantage of
Those who have taken advantage of you
Those whose criticisms have put a barrier between you and them
Give thanks for all your blessings
Sunday – Diocesan Cycle of Prayer
Those you have lost your temper with
Those who have felt rejected by you
Those who haven’t listened to you
Those you haven’t listened to
Those you have failed to protect
Give thanks for all your blessings
Sunday – Diocesan Cycle of Prayer
Those who have failed to protect you
Those you have failed to empathise with
Those you have no time for
Those who seek to destroy your way of life
Those who impose their own agenda on you.
Give thanks for all your blessings
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This Month’s Saints
The Anglican Calendar marks days throughout the year as Saints’ days. The
following are remembered in April. With thanks to For All the Saints, Franciscan
Media and Saints in Scottish Place-names
Apr
1

Gilbert of Caithness,
Bishop, 1245

9

Dietrich Bonhoeffer,
Theologian &
Martyr, 1945

10

William Law, Priest,
1761

11

George Augustus
Selwyn, 1878

12

William Forbes,
Bishop, 1634

Gilbert, a bishop, was appointed archdeacon of Moray by
Alexander II. During his episcopate Dornoch Cathedral was
built. These were turbulent times; his predecessor, Adam,
met a violent end. He was a fine preacher and his relics were
used for swearing oaths until 1545. He died in 1245 (ODS,
208-9).
Dietrich Bonhoeffer, born in 1906, is remembered for his
determined opposition to National Socialism and for his
courageous suffering and death at the hands of the Gestapo
on 9 April 1945. He was convinced that religion must be
central to life and explored ways of talking about God in
secular language as “the beyond in the midst”, even when
this meant freeing Christianity from the strictures of
traditional religion. His own life in captivity bore eloquent
testimony to his belief that “it is the fellowship of the cross
to experience the burden of the other.”
William Law was born in 1686 and was ordained priest in
1728. Unable to hold any office in the church because he
refused to acknowledge George I as the rightful king, he
devoted much of his life to writing. The book for which he is
most remembered today was published in 1728: A Serious
Call to a Devout and Holy Life. He advocated a strictly
disciplined life of personal holiness. His later writings show
a mystical emphasis on the indwelling of Christ in the heart.
He died in 1761.
George Augustus Selwyn was born in 1809 and was
appointed the first Bishop of New Zealand in 1841. He
brought to his task enormous energy in visitations of his
huge diocese, which included the islands of Melanesia. He
also devoted considerable efforts to the work of education
for Māori and Pākehā. His most enduring contribution,
however, was the drawing up of the Anglican Church’s first
constitution for its synodical government. In 1868 he became
Bishop of Lichfield and died there in 1878.
Born at Aberdeen in 1585, he was in 1618 selected to defend
the lawfulness of kneeling at the holy communion. In the
same year, he maintained the lawfulness of prayers for the
dead. Such doctrines would not have been tolerated
elsewhere in Scotland, but in Aberdeen they were received
with favour. In 1633, Forbes preached before Charles I, and
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his sermon so pleased the king that he nominated Forbes as
the first Bishop of Edinburgh. In the beginning of March he
sent an injunction to his clergy to celebrate the Eucharist on
Easter Sunday to take it themselves on their knees, and to
minister it with their own hands to every one of the
communicants. He died on the following Saturday, 12 April
1634, in the year of his 49th birthday. He was buried in his
cathedral; his monument was afterwards destroyed, but a
copy of the inscription is in William Maitland's History of
Edinburgh.
wikipedia
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Magnus of Orkney,
Martyr, c 1116

Magnus was the first son of Erlend Thorfinnsson, Earl of
Orkney (who ruled jointly with his brother Paal) and Thora,
a daughter of Sumarlidi Ospaksson.
Magnus had a
reputation for piety and gentleness, and King Eystein I of
Norway granted him the earldom of Orkney. He ruled
jointly and amicably with his cousin Haakon until 1114,
when the followers of the two earls fell out, Magnus offered
to go into exile or prison, but an assembly of chieftains, tired
of joint rule, insisted that one earl must die. Haakon's
standard bearer, Ofeigr, refused to execute Magnus, and an
angry Haakon made his cook Lifolf kill Magnus by striking
him on the head with an axe. In 1136 Bishop William of
Orkney sanctified the murdered Earl Magnus, making him
Saint Magnus. Magnus's nephew, Rognvald Kali Kolsson,
laid claim to the Earldom of Orkney, and built St Magnus
Cathedral, Kirkwall
wikipedia

17

Donnan, &
Companions,
Martyrs, c 617

20

Maelrubha of
Applecross, Abbot,
722

21

Anselm of
Canterbury, 1109

Donnán of Eigg is known principally because of his
martyrdom on the island in 617. Various stories account for
the slaughter of Donnán and his monks. Donnán may have
been viewed as Ireland and Scotland's ‘proto-martyr’ which
may explain his popularity. The vagueness shown by the
Irish scribes from the 12th century onwards about the
whereabouts of Eigg, and the lack of a genealogy suggest
that his cult was of little note in Ireland by that time.
He is one of only five saints explicitly linked with Scotland
(Alba) in Félire Oengusa and evidence of his cult is
widespread, both in the west of Scotland (Applecross in
Rosshire, Gairloch, Kintyre, Islay, Skye, Arisaig) and the
east (Dingwall and, Lairg in Sutherland, Keith in Banffshire,
Crail in Fife). He is said to have been killed by Norse or
Danes, though such attacks are not known from such an
early date. ‘St Maelrubha was, in the matter of fairs, the
most popular Celtic saint in Scotland.’
Anselm, who was born in 1033 and died in 1109, is
remembered primarily as a teacher of the faith. His treatises
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23

25

26

29

on the existence of God and the doctrines of the incarnation
and the atonement gained him a reputation as an outstanding
theologian and philosopher. As Archbishop of Canterbury he
initiated significant reforms in church organisation. He is
also remembered for his insistence on the spiritual authority
of the church over against the crown.
George, Patron of
George, who was martyred at Lydda in Palestine about 304
England, Martyr, c in a period of intense persecution, is celebrated as the patron
303
saint of England. Virtually nothing is known of his life or
even of his martyrdom. The growth of his popularity in
England seems to stem from the time of the crusades.
Caxton’s printing of the story of St George, including the
famous but apocryphal and medieval story of the slaying of
the dragon, enhanced his popularity even further. King
Edward III made St George patron of the Order of the
Garter.
Mark, Evangelist
John Mark’s mother lived in Jerusalem, and Mark was a
companion of Paul and Barnabas on their first missionary
journey. Paul and Barnabas parted company, and Mark went
with Barnabas to Cyprus. The rift between Mark and Paul
was not permanent, for we later hear of Mark as a
companion of Paul, and after that we hear of him in Rome
with Peter. He is the author of the earliest Gospel, which is
based on Mark’s memories of Peter’s preaching of the
gospel.
Albert Ernest Laurie, Laurie was educated at Bonnington Academy, and the
Priest, 1937
University of Edinburgh. He was appointed curate of Old St
Paul's Church, the centre of the Anglo-Catholic movement in
Scotland, becoming rector in 1897. In the First World War
he served as a military chaplain in France. He won his first
Military Cross in 1916 and a second in 1917, each for
tending the wounded on an active battlefield, at risk of his
own life. On his return to the church, he created a war
memorial in his church, which is described as one of the
most beautiful in Scotland. He died suddenly on 25 April
1937.
wikipedia.
Catherine of Siena, Catherine was one of a number of people who made
Mystic 1380
important contributions to the mystical tradition in the
fourteenth and fifteenth centuries. She was born in 1347 in
Siena, and as a Dominican tertiary became remarkable for
her holiness of life and commitment to the care of the sick.
Towards the end of her short life she played a part in the
attempts to return the papacy to Rome from Avignon, and
was forthright in her challenges to the church leaders of her
day. She died in 1380
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Appeal for Volunteers!!!
We are looking for volunteers to help tidy up the church grounds and carry
out a few maintenance tasks.
The voluntary tasks would all be outside and include such things as: Pressure
washing, painting, small repair jobs, prep work for bigger jobs, gardening, cutting
back growth and general clearing up. All tools will be supplied and this will only
involve your time and patience:
Mark Yeomans is coordinating this work and will attend at times which are suitable
to volunteers; Monday thru Friday. Mark would also like to hold work parties on a
Saturday to continue making progress.
Anyone who is available for a few hours “fresh air and keep fit”, please contact
Mark on: 07533 182150 by phone or text, or email : myeomans@skelmorlie.net

Dates for your diary
Friday
Sunday
Tuesday
Thursday
Thursday
Saturday
Sunday
Monday
Monday
Sunday

2 April
4 April
4 May
13 May
13 May
15 May
23 May
24 May
24 May
30 May

Good Friday
Easter Day
Vestry Meeting
Ascension Day
Ayrshire Regional Council
Church Profile to be submitted to Bishop
Pentecost
Whit Monday
Meeting of Vacancy Committee with Bishop
Trinity Sunday

This Month’s Storecupboard Recipe
Tuna Kedgeree
For 2-4 people: 1 tin tuna in oil, 1 onion chopped, 70 gm long-grain rice per
person, 1 hard-boiled egg (8 minutes in boiling water), small tin of sweetcorn,
parsley, butter, oil, bay leaf, salt & pepper
Boil the rice with salt and a bayleaf, rinse & drain. Fry the onion in the oil until it
is soft and just turning brown. Mix with the tuna and drained sweetcorn into the
rice. Chop the egg and stir in. Sprinkle parsley and pepper on top. Serve with
plenty of butter.
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Services and Rota for April 2021
Please check the rota and note if you are included.
Please feel free to swap with others to ensure duties are covered for all services.
April

Services and Sunday readings

Duty at Sunday 10.00am

Friday, 2
Good Friday

Prayer, readings, meditation, & music
in Church
2-3 pm

Sunday, 4
Easter Day

Eucharist in Church
11.00 am
Acts 10:34-43; Mark 16:1-8

Reader: Tim Johnson
Intercessor: Jennifer
FitzGibbon

Sunday, 11
Easter 2

Eucharist in Church
Revd Sally Gorton
11.00 am
Acts 4:32-35; John 20:19-31

Reader: Janine Millward
Intercessor: Frances
Roberston

Sunday, 18
Easter 3

Eucharist in Church
11.00 am
Acts 3:12-19; Luke 24:36-48

Sunday, 25
Easter 4

Eucharist in Church
11.00 am
Acts 4:5-12; John 10:11-18

Reader: Alice Macdonald
Intercessor: Revd Canon
Sandy Montgomerie
Readers: Jennifer FitzGibbon
Intercessor:

Readers for May 2021
1 Robin Spence
8th Gib FitzGibbon
15th Joan Hutton
22nd Tim Johnson
29th Alice MacDonald
st

Riddle Solution:
Cathedral

Magazine availability
If you know of anyone who can’t collect a copy from church, or access the online
version at https://largs-church.co.uk/magazines/, please let me know and they can
be sent a copy.
Gib FitzGibbon 01294 823992
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Diocese of Glasgow & Galloway
Diocesan website: http://glasgow.anglican.org
The Rt Revd Kevin Pearson. email: bishop@glasgow.anglican.org
Everyone remains working from home at present and can be reached as below:
Christine Hughes (most general enquiries, usual days Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri)
- 07754 167468 christine@glasgow.anglican.org and also office@glasgow.anglican.org
Marion Noble (for enquiries regarding property matters, usual days Mon-Wed) – 07544 834021
marion@glasgow.anglican.org
Iolanthe Stack (for enquiries regarding finance, usual days Wed -Fri)
- 07544 833643 iolanthe@glasgow.anglican.org
John Mitchell, Diocesan Secretary, Tel: 07798 662711,
or at diocesansecretary@glasgow.anglican.org

Bishop

St Columba’s Scottish Episcopal Church,
Aubery Crescent, Largs
Interim Priest in Charge:
The Revd Canon Sandy Montgomerie,
105 Sharphill Road, Saltcoats, KA21 5QU.
Tel: 01294 465193
email: sandy.montgomerie@btinternet.com
The Vestry
Elected by the congregation to work with the Rector in the
administration of the church, and meets in January, March, September, November
and as required.
Chair
Rector
Secretary & Alternate Lay Rep
Hilary Moran
Treasurer
Chris Evans
Lay Representative
Gib FitzGibbon
Rector’s Warden
Lorna Reid
People’s Warden
Alice MacDonald
Members Mark Yeomans,Tim Johnston, Annemauraide Hamilton, Andrew Reid
During the Vacancy the Vestry will be chaired by the Lay Representative, and
attended by the Interim Priest in Charge at his convenience
Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals, Confessions by arrangement with the Priest in
Charge
The deadline for the May magazine is Sunday 25 April
Magazine articles should be sent to gibfitzg@aol.com
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Life at St Columba’s
Director of Music
Euan Fulton
07814 268 205
Property Convenor
Mark Yeomans
520296
Fundraising Committee
Hilary Moran
686213
Protection of Vulnerable Groups
Timothy Johnston
Appointed by the Vestry and approved by the Bishop
Mothers’ Union
Church Hall Diary

Flowers
Sidesmen
Christian Aid

Hilary Moran
Chris Evans
Deals with hall bookings

686213
673757

Joan Hutton
672927
Alice MacDonald
336329
Jane Evans
673757
Alice MacDonald
336329
Representative on inter-church Christian Aid Committee

Regional Council
Alice MacDonald
336329
Intercessions Rota
Frances Robertson
686947
Altar Servers
Alice MacDonald
336329
Readers Rota
Gib FitzGibbon
01294 823992
If you would like to join any of the above, please contact the person named.
Largs Churches Together
Press Officer
Health & Safety Officer

Alice MacDonald
Fiona Reader
Hilary Moran
Alice MacDonald

336329
686213
336329

Pastoral Visitors in the congregation: Joan Hutton, May Kidd and Alice MacDonald
Scottish Charity Number SC004796
Printed and published by St Columba’s Episcopal Church, Aubery Crescent, Largs
KA30 8PR
The views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of the Rector or the
Vestry
The magazine may be seen on-line at
https://largs-church.co.uk/magazines/
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