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Rend your heart and not your garments. Return to the LORD your God, for he is
gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and abounding in love, and he relents
from sending calamity.
Joel 2:13
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The Scottish Episcopal Church
is a self-governing province of the world-wide Anglican Communion. This is a
family of over 70 million Christians in more than 160 countries. Our nearest
relations are the Church of England, the Church in Wales and the Church of
Ireland. Through the Porvoo agreement we are also in full communion with many
other branches of the Church.
St Columba’s in Largs, is one of over 60 Episcopal congregations that work and
worship within the Diocese of Glasgow and Galloway. We are part of Ayrshire
Region and our neighbours include congregations in Ardrossan, Dalry, Irvine,
Troon, Kilmarnock, Prestwick, Ayr and Maybole.
The area covered by St Columba’s includes Largs, Skelmorlie, Fairlie and West
Kilbride and ecumenically we play a very active part in Largs Churches Together.

Services at St Columba’s
Members and friends of St Columba’s Scottish Episcopal Church, Largs, please note
that, as a result of the latest Scottish Government announcement, the church building will
not be open for public worship until further notice.
A Sunday Service of the Word will be offered via zoom at 10.00am and the code will be
shared via email before Friday of each week. The invitation code can be shared with
visitors on request.
Remember one another in prayer at this time and keep safe.
For the time being only one service will be offered each week as follows:

Sunday Service of the Word
10.00am
Updates are available on our website: largs-church.co.uk, and via our Facebook
page Saint Columba’s Scottish Episcopal Church Largs

We welcome all regardless of any defining characteristic that may otherwise be
used as the basis for discrimination.
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Revd Canon Sandy Montgomerie
Dear friends,
Spring is in the air I’ve been reliably told and signs are all
around us especially the wonderful display of snowdrops.
Snowdrops and Crocuses are always a welcome sign as
they are the first to announce early spring, nature tells us of
better days to come and to bid goodbye to winter.
Their message is one of hope and promise and that is the
kind of message we need to hear at this challenging time for us.
This is the Easter message that we prepare for as we move through the weeks of
Lent - a time when we are encouraged to reflect on ourselves, on God and on our
relationships with one another. It means taking time out to consider the direction
and purpose of our lives and if we can think about the way we act, speak and think
it surely must be beneficial and a good thing.
The word ‘Lent’ comes from the Anglo-Saxon word Lengten which was used for
the spring season because the days started ‘lengthening’. In some parts of the world
the process of sorting oneself out is linked with spring cleaning a familiar home
event.
Yet another flower that’s often seen during this time is the humble daffodil often
growing in unlikely places such as the roadside. As it blooms and dies away during
this time it has been known as the ‘Lent Lily’.
It’s been said that ‘The Amen! of nature is always a flower’ (Oliver Wendell
Holmes) so it is helpful knowing nature is on the same path, sharing and celebrating
God’s glory in the world only if we open our eyes and see what is all around us.
One aspect of the Lockdown was that people have embraced nature as never before.
I hope you all have an opportunity to share in God’s wonderful creation as we
journey through Lent once again, with hope and prayer that something better awaits
us.
With Blessings
Canon Sandy Montgomerie
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Diocese of Glasgow and Galloway
Spirituality Group

Taken & Given
A dialogue between Covid-19 and the Crucifixion.
A “ZOOM” quiet morning in preparation for Easter.
Saturday 13th March, 10am – 12.30pm
Programme:
10am – Welcome and worship
10.20am – Taken…. The pain of loss.
11am - Quiet time/break/video
11.30am – Given – receiving when hope is in short supply…….
12.10pm: Closing worship.
Everyone is welcome to join us, and the access zoom codes will be circulated shortly
before. However, to let us know you are joining us, or to find out more, you are
welcome to E.mail Les Ireland on Les949@btinternet.com

Years Mind
Please remember before God those who have died and whose year’s mind falls in March

4th
5th
6th
7th
11th
12th
13th
16th
19th
20th
21st
22nd
23rd
25th
26th
27th
28th

Gordon Hodgson
Evelyn Barrett
Malcolm Griffiths
Annie Wingate
Florence Chappell
Bernard Paton Jones (Priest)
Alan Binns
Fred Ramsden, Jane Greensmith, Flo Downes
James Stewart
Isabella Fyfe
Bob McNae
Brenda Oke, Virginia Scott
Gordon Sisson
William Cairnie, Dolly McLellan
Vernon Salkeld
Hilda Vincent
Helen Salkeld, Alice Kaye
May they rest in peace and rise in glory
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In Memoriam
During the pandemic, it has been impossible to hold funerals as we would wish. The friends of the
bereaved family and of the person who has died have been deprived of the opportunity to pay their
respects, to offer comfort to the bereaved, to remember their friend, and to find out more about his or
her life. From the beginning of the restrictions, there has been talk of holding Memorial Services once
we are “back to normal”. However the prospect of being able to do this is constantly receding, and
memories will fade.
To help us to remember our friends in the absence of any Memorial Service, we will publish in the
magazine the memories that might be recalled in a funeral eulogy, or in the service sheet. In the past
year, we have lost the following friends from the congregation without being able to say Goodbye to
them properly:
Peter Robertson: 27 May, Shareene Potter: 22 June, Alec Griffiths: 31 Aug, Iain Smith: 30 Nov.
Shareene’s follows; the others will be in future magazines.

Shareene Potter
20 January 1947 - 22 June 2020
Shareene spent nearly nine happy years with me in Largs when I
was Rector of St Columba’s, then eight in Switzerland and four in
Dunblane where we settled on my retiral. She died at home on
22nd June 2020. We were fortunate that the window for church
services had just opened and so a dozen immediate family
members were able to be together for the funeral. Many more
would have joined us if it had not been for Covid restrictions and
plans for a memorial service seem to be receding further and
further. I am grateful to have this opportunity to share these
reminiscences with those of you who remember and whom she remembered fondly in her thoughts and
prayers.
People often had difficulty remembering how to spell Shareene's name and would wonder how she
came by it. The story is that her mother was at college with an Indian princess and liked the name so
much that she gave it to her daughter.
Shareene was born in Weymouth but moved to Grantham when she was small. Her parents were both
artists, her father also being a teacher and her mother senior lecturer in art at the local Teacher Training
College. Family life was somewhat unpredictable but at the same time rather exotic. I suspect Shareene
reacted against this by becoming so capable and reliable domestically. She was never really
encouraged to take up art but she channelled her inherited talents into words. She wrote poetry and
short stories as a young woman and returned to poetry in the last months of her life. She did not come
from a religious family but started to go to a local church when a friend encouraged her to join the
choir. She was Head Girl of Kesteven and Grantham Girls School (you may have heard of someone
else who held that position!) and after A levels went to university in Swansea.
We met within a week of starting there as we found ourselves in the same French tutorial group, in the
Department of Romance Studies, so called, I should add, because it taught the Romance languages.
The other sort of romance took a bit longer to get going but by the end of the second year we were
engaged. While in Swansea she was prepared for confirmation by the chaplain. He took the
confirmation group on a retreat to Ty Mawr, a community of Anglican nuns near Monmouth. This was
the start of a lifelong connection and I placed her Oblate's sash on her coffin for the funeral.
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We were married soon after my graduation in 1969, a year later than hers because I spent a year in
Vienna as part of my course. She took up teaching while I was in my final year. Although she
continued to teach from time to time after our children were born, she was clear that her future career
and vocation were to be a wife and mother. She accepted the rôle of what the Corps Diplomatique calls
a trailing spouse. As I moved from being a teacher and lecturer to a translator to ordination, she
faithfully made a home in six different countries, adapting to local conditions ranging from Nigeria to
Switzerland. She always loved baking and would often try local dishes as well as firm favourites. Her
cakes were internationally legendary. As well as caring for a husband and three sons she also kept her
mind busy. She lectured in the English Department of the Nigerian University where I was lecturing in
German and French, she gave evening classes in Holland and while we were there she gained a
master’s degree in Anglo-Saxon and Old Norse from the University of Leiden - also becoming fluent
in Dutch through talking to other mums at the school gate.
Then I dropped the bombshell about ordination. She took it remarkably well and supported me loyally
in this move which involved a change of country (again), a huge drop in income and a whole new set
of priorities. Wherever we were she threw herself into parish life: singing in the choir - she specially
appreciated the fellowship of the choir at St Columba’s - helping at the fête, taking part in Lent
groups. She was a good listener and had a particular gift for getting alongside the older members of the
congregation. People said we made a good team and I know I could not have done my job without her
at my side (metaphorically speaking: when I was an itinerant Archdeacon, we used to say she would
have to make an appointment if she wanted to see me).
She did not share my liking for chocolate and I did not share hers for thrillers but in many ways we
were on the same wavelength. Given our linguistic background, we shared a liking for puns and other
wordplay, often multilingual. We enjoyed simple pleasures like going for walks together and visiting
National Trust properties, preferably sampling their tearooms. She enjoyed travel and we were lucky
that our sons had jobs in far-flung places like Japan and Trinidad, so we saw quite a bit of the world
together.
In 2010 we noticed that her left arm would twitch sometimes. The diagnosis soon followed. At the time
we did not know much about Parkinsons. She did not really have the classic tremor and medication
controlled the symptoms reasonably well for quite a while. As late as 2018 we were in Spain and
Gibraltar doing locum ministry. In Dunblane she could walk to Tesco's and back to do our messages.
After that though, things went downhill rapidly. She had developed severe "freezing", which means her
legs and feet would not do what she wanted. Mobility became increasingly difficult and her balance
got steadily worse. All this led to falls, lengthy stays in hospital and eventually care at home. By
Christmas 2020 the freezing was affecting her throat muscles and she could not swallow reliably.
Parkinsons is a little-understood disease that does not get the public awareness it should. It is also
cruel: it robbed her of her singing voice; she could not stand unaided to do the baking she loved; her
eye muscles could not focus properly to enable her to read; she could not write legibly any more, so
letters to her friends were out. She had all her faculties though and knew what was happening, which
only made the condition more difficult to bear but even so she kept her smile and sense of humour.
Eventually, because she could not swallow properly, food and fluid got into her lungs and caused
pneumonia. She knew what this meant. She faced it bravely and, typically, she was more upset for her
family. She wanted to be at home with me. With a last flash of humour, when the nurse said she could
come home the next day, she said "At nine o'clock?" She got her wish and was only at home for two
nights. The end came suddenly but peacefully, almost exactly ten years to the day since her diagnosis.
"The strife is o'er, the battle won." To God, to her marriage and her family she was faithful to the end.
Peter
6

Progress with the Vacancy
The Vestry has been active in keeping things going during the vacancy, as well as
preparing the way for the eventual selection of a new Priest.
Keeping Things Going:
 During the lockdown, the Zoom Service of the Word on Sundays at 10am has
been continuing. Sandy has agreed to lead these services until we return to
the church building. He will then take 3 services every month;
 Pastoral visiting has continued, albeit by phone where this is appropriate;
 The Readers’ rota and the Intercessors’ rota have been maintained;
 Zoom services have been set up and moderated;
 The church building has been made available for Funerals;
 The grounds are being maintained, rubbish disposed of, and the Rectory
checked for security;
 Extra provisions for Lent and Easter are in hand;
 The magazine has been produced on schedule and published on the website,
as well as being distributed to those who require a hard copy;
 The website has been kept up to date with notices etc.
 We have a St Columba’s Church WhatsApp group where 16 of us keep in
touch, exchanging news on sick friends and new grandchildren . If you would
like to join it please message Hilary at 07989693410.
 If you would like anyone added to the Prayers for the Sick, please message
Hilary at 07989693410.
 If anyone is willing to help with gardening, cutting back vegetation, repairing
and painting fences, dismantling the greenhouse and one shed, pressure
washing the pavements and many other tasks, once current restrictions are
lifted, please contact Mark Yeomans on 07533 182150 (phone or text)
With regard to the future:
 The Bishop and the Dean will be meeting the Vestry by Zoom on 8th March
 Work has started on drafting the Church Profile and consulting the
congregation on how they see the future of the church, and what sort of priest
they would hope to get;
 The website is being improved to provide as much relevant information as
possible for consideration by possible applicants;
 Consideration is being given to Stewardship initiatives;
 Work has started on necessary maintenance and upgrading of the Rectory.
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March Prayer Calendar
Your prayers this month are asked for all who are unable to enjoy the freedoms
that many of us take for granted
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

Those in the grip of a harmful addiction
People in coercive control relationships
Those caring for disabled family members
People who are trafficked
Victims of unresolved financial fraud
People who are dependent upon the physical assistance of others
Sunday – Diocesan Cycle of Prayer
People trapped in uninsurable or unsaleable housing
Families of prisoners
Hostages
People undergoing life-changing treatment and therapies
Students unable to complete their qualifications
People living under oppressive regimes
Sunday – Diocesan Cycle of Prayer
Refugees
People living in war-torn countries
Victims of natural disasters
People trapped in poverty
People trapped in debt
Innocent victims of ruthless regimes
Sunday – Diocesan Cycle of Prayer
People living in unsafe housing
Children without a stable home life
People living without fresh water
Famine victims
People separated from their loved ones
People waiting for a diagnosis
Sunday – Diocesan Cycle of Prayer
People awaiting trial
People awaiting news of a missing loved-one
The homeless
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Dates for your diary
Monday 1 March
Tuesday
2 March
Monday 8th March
Sunday
7 March
Saturday 13th March
Sunday
14 March
Wednesday 17 March
Sunday
21 March
Monday 22 March
Sunday
28 March
Friday
2 April
Sunday
4 April

St David’s Day
Vestry meeting by zoom at 7 pm
Vestry meeting with Bishop & Dean
Lent 3
Diocesan Morning of Lenten Reflections by Zoom at 10 am.
Mothering Sunday
St Patrick’s Day
Passion Sunday
Annunciation of the B.V.M.
Palm Sunday
Good Friday
Easter Day

This Month’s Saints
The Anglican Calendar marks days throughout the year as Saints’ days. The
following are remembered in March. With thanks to For All the Saints and
Franciscan Media
Mar 1 David, Bishop, Patron of Wales, c 601
It is claimed that David was an abbot-bishop, the son of a Cardigan chieftain, and that he
founded a dozen monasteries, of which the principal one was at Menevia - St David’s in
Pembrokeshire in south-west Wales. The monastic rule, based on the rule of Egyptian
monks, was extremely strict. Hard manual labour had to be performed by all, and they
spoke only when absolutely necessary. David was traditionally known as “the
Waterman”, for water was the only drink allowed, probably with a little milk added on
festivals. He has been looked upon as the patron saint of Wales since the twelfth century.
He died at his monastery at Menevia, with his last words, “O Lord, raise me up after
you.”
Mar 2 Chad of Lichfield, Bishop, 672
Born to a noble family around 634, he was educated on Lindisfarne, and spent time as
Bishop of York and Abbot of Lastingham. When he was appointed Bishop of Mercia,
one of the most powerful Anglo-Saxon kingdoms, Chad chose to centre his
administration in Lichfield. He founded a church and a community here in 669 which
became the religious heart of the kingdom. Chad died in 672, much loved and revered.
Mar 3 John and Charles Wesley, Priests, 1791, 1788
John (born in 1703) and Charles (born in 1707) Wesley were two among nineteen
children of a Lincolnshire rector. Both brothers attended Oxford University, where
Charles founded the “Holy Club”, a group committed to a “methodical” discipline of
prayer, Bible reading, weekly communion, and helping the poor. Both were ordained in
the Church of England
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In 1735 on a journey to America, they met a group of Moravian Brethren, products of
the German pietist revival. Their peacefulness during a storm and calm assurance of
salvation deeply impressed John Wesley, as did the warmth of their fellowship and their
singing. Both John and Charles Wesley regarded themselves as loyal ministers of the
Church of England. John saw the Methodists as forming an energising group within it.
However, by the time of his death in 1791, a number of influences had led to the
Methodists’ becoming a separate organisation.
Mar 4 Adrian and Companions, Martyrs, 875
Adrian is held by some to have been an Irish monk and bishop, with the Gaelic name
of Ethernan,[2] who, though he might have been the Bishop of St. Andrews, was drawn
to remote locations and had built a series of monasteries and hermitages on the Isle of
May and along the coast of Fife. Later he withdrew from his see of St. Andrews due to
the invading Danes and took refuge on the island. About A.D. 875,
marauding Vikings invaded the island of May and slaughtered the entire population of
the monastery, traditionally numbered at six thousand six hundred.
Mar 6 Baldred, Bishop, 608
Baldred is believed to have founded a monastery at Tyninghame. However, at times, he
preferred to retire from the spiritual government of the Lothian Britons and he selected
the Bass Rock as the spot to build himself a small hermitage and associated chapel,[1]
although he also sometimes resided in 'St Baldred's Cave' on Seacliff Beach.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baldred_of_Tyninghame
Mar 7 Perpetua and her Companions, Martyrs, 203
Vibia Perpetua, a young married woman of good family, and her companions were
articulate followers of the Christian way in Carthage, North Africa. With her personal
slave Felicity, and three other young Christians, she was executed by being thrown to the
wild beasts in the amphitheatre in Carthage in March 203. Many people were sickened
by the brutality of the persecutions and admired the courage and tenacity of Christians.
By 212 the pressure had eased, and Christians were “allowed to exist”, at least for the
time being.
Mar 8 Duthac, Bishop, 1068
It is impossible to give St Duthac a definite date or to sift the reliable from the fantastic
in the traditions regarding him as an historical figure. It seems certain that the firth-side
royal burgh of Tain housed a shrine of St Duthac with relics, from at least the mid-13th
century. James II, III, IV, and V all made pilgrimages there. From 1457 Tain boasted a
new church housing the saint’s relics, which included his head, a breastbone and a ‘hairy
shirt’. In 1492, the church’s collegiate status was confirmed by Pope Innocent VIII.
Duthac showed a closeness to ordinary life, proved himself a ‘kind neighbour’ by his
miracles, blending asceticism and benevolence. He is designated as ‘bishop and
confessor’, said to be of noble birth, partly educated in Ireland, learned in the Old and
New Testaments and, after his episcopal ordination, a kind of spiritual father to other
bishops.,
https://scotscollege.org/saints-of-scotland-st-duthac/
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Mar 10 Kessog, Bishop, c 700
Son of the king of Cashel in Ireland, Kessog became a missionary bishop in Scotland and
is claimed to have brought Christianity to the area around Luss in 510 AD.
Using Monks' Island in Loch Lomond as his headquarters, he evangelized the
surrounding area until he was martyred, supposedly at Bandry, where a heap of stones
was known as St Kessog's Cairn. Kessog was killed in 520 AD. Soldiers had a special
veneration for him and he's portrayed in military dress with arrows and then bended bow
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kessog
Mar 16 Boniface of Ross, Bishop, 8th c
Wynfrith, nicknamed Boniface ("good deeds"), was born around 680 near Crediton in
Devonshire, England. He wrote the first Latin grammar in England, and gave lectures
that were widely copied and circulated. At thirty, he was ordained and initiated the
planting of a vigorous Christian church in Germany, where Boniface was eventually
consecrated bishop. He asked the Christian Saxons of England to support his work
among their kinsmen on the continent, and they responded with money, books, supplies,
and above all, with a steady supply of monks to assist him in teaching and preaching. On
June 5, the eve of Pentecost, 754, he was preparing a group of Frisians for confirmation
when they were attacked and killed by heathen warriors.
http://justus.anglican.org/resources/bio/178.html
Mar 17 Patrick, Bishop, Patron of Ireland, c461
Patrick was born around 390 somewhere between the Severn and the Clyde. When nearly
sixteen, Patrick was captured by Irish raiders and spent six years in slavery. Eventually
he escaped to the continent. He was trained for the priesthood in Britain or in Gaul, and
returned to Gaul to study under Germanus of Auxerre. About 432 he returned to Ireland
as bishop, and walked over much of Ireland, making many converts. His ministry was
marked by simplicity and deep pastoral care. He proclaimed the unearned and boundless
love of God. In his preaching he made no distinction between classes and though deeply
concerned to abolish paganism, did not throw down their standing stones, but simply
carved crosses on them. From this we can trace the development of the magnificent
Celtic “high crosses”.
His writings, and in particular his own account of his spiritual development, his
Confessions, show him as a very humane person, deeply attached to his Lord, with an
uncomplicated faith. He died about 461.
Mar 18 Cyril of Jerusalem, 386
Cyril was born, probably in Caesarea, about 315 and became Bishop of Jerusalem about
349. During the theological controversies of the fourth century, Cyril was faithful to the
theology of Nicea His support for the Nicene party alienated him from the Arian faction,
but his dislike of the Nicene catch word “homoousios” (“of one substance with the
Father”) as un-Scriptural made him suspect in the eyes of the supporters of Nicea. On
three occasions he was exiled from Jerusalem. The triumph of the Nicene party in 381
gave Cyril several peaceful years in Jerusalem before his death in 386.
Mar 19 Joseph of Nazareth
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Joseph appears in the New Testament only a few times, mainly to show that Jesus
belongs to David’s line. They present Joseph as a loyal and faithful Jew, a good and just
man. He trusts the message of the angel that Mary’s pregnancy is “of the Holy Spirit”,
when he himself had suspected her of unfaithfulness. We have little knowledge of
Joseph beyond that he was a carpenter. Veneration of Joseph developed in the Eastern
Church from the fourth century, but was much later in the western church.
Mar 20 Cuthbert, Bishop, 687
Born about 635, Cuthbert became a shepherd, though his ambition was to be a monk. He
entered the monastery at Melrose and was taught by Boisil the prior. After Boisil’s death,
Cuthbert became the prior. In 664 he went to Lindisfarne as prior. In 676 Cuthbert sought
a more solitary life of prayer and he moved to the remote Inner Farne, a small barren
rocky island and withdrew more and more, enjoying only the company of the birds and
animals. Cuthbert was consecrated Bishop of Lindisfarne in March 685. He was an
outstanding pastor whose episcopal role did not change his simple way of life. He died
on 20 March 687 and was buried on Lindisfarne.
Mar 21 Thomas Cranmer, Bishop, 1556
Thomas Cranmer was born at Aslockton in Nottinghamshire in 1489. In 1529 when he
was a university preacher at Cambridge University, King Henry VIII engaged Cranmer to
have his marriage to Catherine of Aragon declared invalid and that to Anne Boleyn valid.
The King appointed Cranmer to succeed William Warham as Archbishop of Canterbury.
He was instrumental in having a copy of the Bible placed in every church, and his
subsequent writings show that he had a good knowledge and understanding of the
Scriptures. Many of his liturgical writings found their way into the first English Prayer
Book and remained largely unchanged in the 1662 book, which has been used by
Anglicans throughout the world for four centuries.
The accession of Queen Mary in 1553 quickly brought a return of papal authority, and
Cranmer was tried for treason, then for heresy. As he died at the stake he cried out,
“Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.”
Mar 22 Thomas Ken, Bishop, 1711
Thomas Ken was born in 1637. His well-known hymns, “Awake my soul and with the
sun”, and “Glory to thee, my God, this night”, show the simple clarity of his faith. In
1683 Thomas became chaplain to King Charles II, but he found the licentious court life a
painful experience, going so far as to refuse the king’s mistress, Nell Gwynne, the use of
his house. The king respected him for this and in 1684 appointed him Bishop of Bath and
Wells. When in 1688 James II abandoned the throne, and William and Mary were
offered the crown, Bishop Thomas felt that he could not in good conscience swear
allegiance to them. He had already sworn to James and could not ignore or recall the
oath. The authorities would not accept this, and Thomas was deposed from his see in
1689. He then lived quietly without complaint, refusing reinstatement after the death of
his successor. He died in 1711.
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Mar24 Paul Couturier, Priest, 1953
He was born and educated at Lyon, France and ordained a priest in 1906 as a member of
the Society of St. Irenaeus. He worked to establish closer ties between the various
Christian faiths, maintained correspondence, with Jews, Muslims, Hindus, and all kinds
of Christians, created. He also studied the work of Pierre Teilhard de Chardin, a fellow
scientist, and was strongly influenced by Chardin's view of the unity of all humanity in
Christ, regardless of their beliefs. Today, his invisible monastery is, at last, taking shape
through the growing number of prayer networks between Catholic monasteries and nonCatholics, spiritual movements and communities, centres of male and female religious,
Bishops, priests and lay people. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paul_Couturier
Mar 28 Patrick Forbes, 1635, & the Aberdeen Doctors,
Patrick Forbes was educated at the High School of Stirling, the University of Glasgow
and the University of St Andrews, where he came under the influence of the renowned
theologian Andrew Melville. In 1612, at the age of 48, Patrick Forbes was ordained and
became the minister of Keith, in the Diocese of Moray. In 1618, Patrick was nominated
by King James I to succeed Alexander Forbes as Bishop of Aberdeen. Although he was
well respected for his piety and theology, as bishop he met hostility from the antiepiscopal Presbyterians in the Church of Scotland. The Aberdeen Doctors were six
scholars working at Marischal College and King’s College, Aberdeen, who worked under
the leadership of Patrick Forbes, Bishop of Aberdeen, until 1635. They were eminent for
their scholarship, ability, piety, and devotion to duty. They encouraged sound learning
and personal godliness, and in the partisan atmosphere of the time they found a way to
transcend the confessional limits of theological thinking and to work for harmony,
tolerance and mutual understanding.
https://www.patrickcomerford.com/
Mar 29 John Keble, Priest, 1866
John Keble was born in 1792 and was ordained deacon in 1815 and priest in 1816. Keble
became one of the leaders of the Oxford Movement, along with J.H. Newman and E.B.
Pusey. Among the positive effects of this movement was a greater concern for a high
standard of worship and its ceremonial, and an increased awareness of the role and
importance of the ordained ministry. John Keble’s flair for bringing the ancient values of
the church to bear on its contemporary practice continued throughout his life and work.
His genuine and deep humility and integrity earned him wide respect, both during his
lifetime and since. He became vicar of Hursley in 1836, a position he retained till his
death in 1866.
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Cathedral Puzzle
Work out which Scottish, Irish, English, Welsh cathedral from the anagram of its
name:
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20

gag slows smarty
Brits lick upstand
dolts onus plan
Chelsea deathliest froth
mangy sunstroke
Oil plover
Nectar Ruby
Risky Mentor
Buys liras
Centre wish
Bans salt
Legs sit
DDT visas
NYC voter
Endued
Lagos tum
Satin inns
Saw trends
auld Benn
Crib hen

This Month’s Storecupboard Recipe
You are invited to send in simple recipes using those tins etc that might be lurking at the back of your cupboard.
Gherkins, pickled onions and olives chopped finely and added to potato salad give it a tremendous lift. A
chopped up boiled egg and a sprinkling of Cayenne pepper make it even better.
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Diocesan News
Message from Bishop Kevin
Lent – The Season of Hope and Opportunity
Dear Friends,
Hope is much more than mere optimism: that
is the lesson of faith and that is why Lent is
the Season of Opportunity.
Optimism, that feeling, view of life, that
everything will work out well and that things
can only get better and we have a right to
expect everything to go well. That view of life offers a fraudulent certainty. Lent
presents us with the God given opportunity to recognise true Christian Hope, which
is different from optimism.
Hope, true Christian Hope, is based on the vision that we want to be with God who
is already with us in the love we experience; but that love gives us a vision of
peace, fulfilment, security that we experience here and now but also teaches us to
trust in God. That trust is the essence of faith – the vision. In other words, we live
in what by tradition we call, ‘the Hope of Heaven’.
It was the late Lord Jonathon Sacks, who made the distinction between Optimism
and Hope. Lord Sacks, as Chief Rabbi, said that the history of European Jewish
community in the twentieth century meant that they could not be optimistic, but
they lived in Hope. Without that Hope in God, their community could not have
continued. Their experience taught them that things do not always just turn out
well, but that God is faithful to his people and Hope in God and in God’s
faithfulness leads us into a new reality.
That is the Hope that makes Lent the season of opportunity. That is the Hope that
in Lent 2021 gives to each one of us the opportunity to embrace our own new
reality. In tiny, trivial ways, giving up biscuits for instance. Amidst all that we
have been denied, had to give up in these past months, during Lent, as we reach for
the biscuit tin, reflect on the many people who have found themselves at food banks
for the first time in their lives.
Take that thought and that reflection into bible reading, prayer, and Zoom worship.
Listen, read, the scriptures assigned for these weeks of Lent. Notice the optimism
of the disciples from the mount of Transfiguration to the glory of Palm Sunday. On
Palm Sunday they felt, they knew, they were on the winning side, but that soon
proved to be false optimism.
The desolation of Holy Week and the tomb, but God’s faithfulness, Jesus, with us
in the desolation, there is Hope. Hope of the glory of light and life on Easter Day.
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The new reality that God is with us but the excitement that we can be with God,
God who is love.
Hope lives. The scriptures teach us that, as our communities reflect on the need for
food banks, a more just and equitable society must be our hope of the new reality.
The Holy Spirit spoke through Isaiah, the prophets, that justice, peace, security are
God’s yearning for us all.
During Lent, there are many opportunities online, in books, in conversations with
those leading our congregations, for us all to reflect on scripture in prayer. Seize
the opportunity to embrace the new reality, the journey to and with God, offered
this Lent. To bring to ourselves, to share with others, the Easter new reality of
Hope that is eternal.
I wish you all a happy and Holy Lent
+ Kevin
Glasgow and Galloway bishop@glasgow.anglican.org
Bishop’s Lent Appeal 2021
Bishop Kevin has chosen Aberlour as the
subject of our Lent Appeal this year. Aberlour
supports children, young people and families to
give them the best chance to flourish, and has
been doing so for over 140 years. The origins of the Charity have a fascinating
history and explain the strong link with the Scottish Episcopal Church (see the
history section on their website, which also tells you much more about the charity:
www.aberlour.org).
Normally, we would have had a presentation at Synod to explain the charity’s
background; however, this will not be possible in 2021. As an alternative – open to
many more than simply those who attend Synod – Aberlour have offered a live
Zoom presentation (lasting approximately 30-40 minutes, including time for
questions) to anyone across the diocese who is keen to learn more. If you would be
interested in such an event, please email diocesansecretary@glasgow.anglican.org
(preferred method) or call on 07798 662711. Please state your preferences (if you
have any) to attend a session on a weekday (daytime or evening) or a Saturday. If
demand is sufficient, but split across time preferences, we will organise two events.
Diocesan Synod 2021
The decision was taken at the last Diocesan Council meeting to postpone our Synod
until later in the year, on a date yet to be advised, when it is hoped that we will be
able to host an online virtual event from our new Diocesan Centre.
Having said that, the elections that would have taken place at our March Synod are
being conducted throughout February to enable the requisite Diocesan places to be
taken for General Synod 2021 (scheduled for June 10th to 12th, another virtual
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event). The other matter that required a response from our Synod, and to be
submitted before 31st March, will therefore have to be considered by vestries and/or
individuals rather than through the channels of a Synod response. Please read on…
Canon 4 Discussion and Responses Required by 31st March
Anyone involved in the process during our Episcopal Vacancy over a lengthy
period between 2018 and 2020 should be interested to comment on Canon 4, the
process by which we elect our Bishops.
At General Synod 2018, the Faith and Order Board brought the following motion:
That Canon 4 “Of the Election of Bishops to Vacant Sees” be revised and amended
as necessary. This motion having been passed, the Faith and Order Board appointed
a small group to review Canon 4, chaired by the Bishop of Edinburgh. The review
group have considered the existing Canon 4 in detail, and sought views from
around the province. It now presents the document Canon 4: Consultation with
Diocesan Synod Members for detailed consultation with a number of church
bodies. Copies available from the Vestry Secretary
Vestries and/or Individuals are invited to submit responses by by Wednesday 31st
March 2021. If you would like to have your say about our Episcopal Election
process, please contact the Vestry Secretary for details of how to do so.
Institutions
St Margaret’s, Newlands: the Rev Canon Gordon Fyfe, was installed as Rector of
St Margaret’s on 2nd February, in a ‘first’ for our Diocese: much of the Institution
was conducted ‘remotely’ and by recorded contributions on Zoom to enact the
Deed of Institution, with no gatherings permissible inside the church except for the
new Incumbent being filmed leading prayer. Subsequently, Gordon met with his
new congregation (on Zoom once again) for Evening Prayer and a social gathering.
It was different – but it was enjoyed by all in these difficult times. A similar service
will be enacted for Institutions at future times of serious restrictions on gatherings.
You can watch the institution on Youtube:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FKb5SVgVXCY
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Services and Rota for March 2021
Please check the rota and note if you are included.
Please feel free to swap with others to ensure duties are covered for all services.
March

Services and Sunday readings

Duty at Sunday 10.00am

Sunday, 7
Lent 3

Sunday Service of the Word
By Zoom 10.00am
Exodus 20:1-17 John 2:13-22

Reader: Gib FitzGibbon:
Intercessor: Lorna Reid

Sunday, 14
Mothering Sunday

Sunday Service of the Word
By Zoom 10.00am
Exodus 2: 1-10 ; John 19: 25b -27

Reader Joan Hutton
Intercessor: Hilary Moran

Sunday, 21
Lent 5

Sunday Service of the Word
By Zoom 10.00am
Jeremiah 31:31-34 John 12:20-33
Sunday Service of the Word
By Zoom 10.00am
Isaiah 50:4-9 Passion Readings

Sunday, 28
Passion Sunday

Reader: Alice Macdonald
Intercessor: Revd Canon Sandy
Montgomerie
Readers: Jennifer FitzGibbon
Intercessor: Fiona Reader

Readers for April 2021
4 Tim Johnston
11th Janine Millward
18th Alice MacDonald
25th Fiona Reader
th

Cathedral Solutions:
1 St Mary’s Glasgow; 2 St Patrick’s Dublin; 3 St Paul’s London; 4 The Cathedral of The
Isles; 5 St Magnus Orkney; 6 Liverpool; 7 Canterbury; 8 York Minster; 9 Salisbury; 10
Winchester; 11 St Albans; 12 St Giles; 13 St Davids; 14 Coventry; 15 Dundee; 16 St
Moluag; 17 St Ninians; 18 St Andrews; 19 Dunblane; 20 Brechin.

Magazine availability
During the current restrictions, it is not possible to print the magazine in bulk, nor
to distribute it via the church building. Sufficient copies have been printed to send
to those who normally receive it by post. If you know of anyone who can’t access
the online version at https://largs-church.co.uk/magazines/, and you are unable to
print it for them [your computer may have a “print as booklet” option in the print
menu], please let me know and I can provide a copy.
Gib FitzGibbon 01294 823992
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Diocese of Glasgow & Galloway
Diocesan website: http://glasgow.anglican.org
The Rt Revd Kevin Pearson. email: bishop@glasgow.anglican.org
Everyone remains working from home at present and can be reached as below:
Christine Hughes (most general enquiries, usual days Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri)
- 07754 167468 christine@glasgow.anglican.org and also office@glasgow.anglican.org
Marion Noble (for enquiries regarding property matters, usual days Mon-Wed) – 07544 834021
marion@glasgow.anglican.org
Iolanthe Stack (for enquiries regarding finance, usual days Wed -Fri)
- 07544 833643 iolanthe@glasgow.anglican.org
John Mitchell, Diocesan Secretary, Tel: 07798 662711,
or at diocesansecretary@glasgow.anglican.org

Bishop

St Columba’s Scottish Episcopal Church,
Aubery Crescent, Largs
Interim Priest in Charge:
The Revd Canon Sandy Montgomerie,
105 Sharphill Road, Saltcoats, KA21 5QU.
Tel: 01294 465193
email: sandy.montgomerie@btinternet.com
The Vestry
Elected by the congregation to work with the Rector in the
administration of the church, and meets in January, March, September, November
and as required.
Chair
Rector
Secretary & Alternate Lay Rep
Hilary Moran
Treasurer
Chris Evans
Lay Representative
Gib FitzGibbon
Rector’s Warden
Lorna Reid
People’s Warden
Alice MacDonald
Members Mark Yeomans,Tim Johnston, Annemauraide Hamilton, Andrew Reid
During the Vacancy the Vestry will be chaired by the Lay Representative, and
attended by the Interim Priest in Charge at his convenience
Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals, Confessions by arrangement with the Priest in
Charge
The deadline for the April magazine is Sunday 21 March
Magazine articles should be sent to gibfitzg@aol.com
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Life at St Columba’s
Director of Music
Euan Fulton
07814 268 205
Property Convenor
Mark Yeomans
520296
Fundraising Committee
Hilary Moran
686213
Protection of Vulnerable Groups
Timothy Johnston
Appointed by the Vestry and approved by the Bishop
Mothers’ Union
Church Hall Diary

Flowers
Sidesmen
Christian Aid

Hilary Moran
Chris Evans
Deals with hall bookings

686213
673757

Joan Hutton
672927
Alice MacDonald
336329
Jane Evans
673757
Alice MacDonald
336329
Representative on inter-church Christian Aid Committee

Regional Council
Alice MacDonald
336329
Intercessions Rota
Frances Robertson
686947
Altar Servers
Alice MacDonald
336329
Readers Rota
Gib FitzGibbon
01294 823992
If you would like to join any of the above, please contact the person named.
Largs Churches Together
Press Officer
Health & Safety Officer

Alice MacDonald
Fiona Reader
Hilary Moran
Alice MacDonald

336329
686213
336329

Pastoral Visitors in the congregation: Joan Hutton, May Kidd and Alice MacDonald
Scottish Charity Number SC004796
Printed and published by St Columba’s Episcopal Church, Aubery Crescent, Largs
KA30 8PR
The views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of the Rector or the
Vestry
The magazine may be seen on-line at
https://largs-church.co.uk/magazines/
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