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The Scottish Episcopal Church is a self-governing province of the 
world-wide Anglican Communion.  This is a family of over 70 million 
Christians in more than 160 countries.   Our nearest relations are 
the Church of England, the Church in Wales and the Church of 
Ireland.  Through the Porvoo agreement we are also in full 
communion with many other branches of the Church. 

St Columba’s in Largs, is one of over 60 Episcopal congregations 
that work and worship within the Diocese of Glasgow and Galloway.  
We are part of Ayrshire Region and our neighbours include 
congregations in Ardrossan, Dalry, Irvine, Troon, Kilmarnock, 
Prestwick, Ayr and Maybole. 

The area covered by St Columba’s includes Largs, Skelmorlie, 
Fairlie and West Kilbride and ecumenically we play a very active 
part in Largs Churches Together. 

SERVICES AT ST COLUMBA’S 
The church building has reopened for public worship with restrictions  
in place and will continue to remain open for a Sunday service unless 

the government and Church request a cessation of services again.   
For the time being only one service will be offered each week as follows: 

Sunday Eucharist 11.00am 
This service will be complimented by a broadcast of the gospel 
of the day and sermon on our YouTube channel. 

Updates are available on our website: largs-church.co.uk 

and via our Facebook page:                                                              
Saint Columba’s Scottish Episcopal Church Largs 

We welcome all regardless of age, gender, race, ability, 
social class, sexuality or any other defining characteristic 

that may otherwise be used as the basis for discrimination. 
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Dear Friends, 

By now most of you will be aware that, at the end of the service on All 
Saints’ Day, I announced my forthcoming departure from St Columba’s.   
Sunday, 17 January, will be my final Sunday at Largs before I leave to 
become the Rector of St Margaret’s, Newlands, where I will be instituted 
at Candlemas - Tuesday, 2 February 2021. 

This move comes after a long period of prayer and reflection.  It will not 
be easy for William and I to leave such a special congregation and 
stunning location, but after over 11 years here we are sure this is the 
right time.  We know we will take many treasured memories of our time 
with you all. 

This season of Advent, and the following seasons of Christmas and 
Epiphany, remind us that things never stand still and stay as they were.  
God meets us in the present moment and will not allow us to live in the 
past or waste time on conjecture over an unknown future. 

The One we await in Advent will come when the time is right.  Christ, 
when he appeared long ago in Bethlehem of Judea, turned out to be 
very different from what was expected.  In fact his Incarnation was far 
better than could have been dreamed of.  The babe of Bethlehem turned 
out to be more than a powerful ruler or majestic Messiah; he is 
Emmanuel, ‘God with us’. 

Christmas for most this year will be very different from previous 
celebrations.  The ongoing pandemic, and the restrictions it brings, 
means we all must face new ways to be a community that recognises 
and celebrates light in our darkness. 

We can do this, and can face the unknown of a New Year, secure in the 
knowledge that in Christ ‘God is with us’.  God is near to each one of us, 
especially in difficult, changing and uncertain times. 

May you all know of God’s great love for you made flesh in the Christ 
Child this Christmas and always. 

God bless you all. 

Gordon  
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Years Mind 
Please remember before God those who have died and whose year’s mind falls in December and January 

 DECEMBER 

 1st Phyllis Douglas 
 2nd Isobel Blair Northcote, John Phillips 
 4th Susan Dayman, Isabella Anderson, John Gutherson 
 5th Violet Joan Scaithe, John Marshall 
 6th Dick Barnes 
 7th Margaret MacKay 
 8th Norman Barrett 
 11th Tom Stott 
 12th Sonia Hunter, Doreen Barnes, Fiona Barnes, Marjorie Sergeant 
 13th Jack Clough 
 15th Margaret Goldie 
 16th Sarah Spencer, Hilda Logue, Heather Fletcher 
 17th Ann Sadler 
 18th William Henry Northcote 
 19th Peggy Perry 
 23rd Mauraide Kerr Hamilton 
 25th Connie Donaldson, Ernest Pow 
 26th Ian Guthrie 
 28th Nessie Rankin 
 29th Marjorie Jones, Pat Pickering 
 30th Jessie Ferguson, Peggy Dagnell, Terry Witt 
  31st Alfred Thomas 

 JANUARY 

 1st Gwen Lawson 
  2nd James Rankin, Leslie Estill, Elizabeth McGlashan, John Pickering 
  3rd Louise Boyle 
  5th Doreen Pow, George King 
  6th Vivienne Somerville, James Kerr 
  7th Sybil Evans, Grace Saxton 
  10th Joyce Doreen Downham, David Flinn 
  12th Jessie Harvey 
  14th Ian Angell 
  15th Joyce Pow (Priest) 
  16th Tiger (John) Lyon, Harry Powell 
  17th Gerald Jolley, Lesley Heath, Jean Duguid, Lorna King 
  20th Gordon McTavish 
  23rd Doris McFarlane 
  24th Amy Fryers, Don MacLiver 
  28th Audrey Cooper, Marion Gutherson 
  31st Ann Cuthbertson 
                                 May they rest in peace and rise in glory 
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From the Registers 

Funeral 
Iain Smith - 30 November 2020 
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December Prayer List

1: Those living with HIV and AIDS
2: Bishop Kevin
3: An end to the COVID-19 pandemic
4: The lonely
5: Those that face an uncertain financial future
7: Local businesses
8: Schools and Colleges
9: NHS staff
10: The anxious
11: The recently bereaved
12: Family and Friends
14: All Carers
15: Children and young people
16: Local Charities
17: Our sovereign lady Queen Elizabeth
18: Those living with disability 
19: Lone Parents
21: A deepening of our spirituality
22: Promotion of Fair Trade
23: Recipients of our Blythswood Care gifts
24: Christmas Eve Peace among nations
25: Christmas Day Thanksgiving for the Incarnation
26: St Stephen The persecuted Church
28: Holy Innocents Child protection
29: The work of Christian Aid
30: All who make their living from the land
31: The healing of memories

January Prayer List

1: God’s blessing on this New Year
2: The protection of our loved ones
4: A growth in understanding others
5: The College of Bishops
6: Epiphany Thanksgiving for Christ revealed
7: Diocesan Centre staff
8: The depressed
9: The Local Authority
11: All that use the FoodBank
12: The RNLI
13: Kentigern The City of Glasgow
14: An appreciation of God’s blessings
15: MPs and MSPs
16: All involved in scientific research
18: All vacant Charges
19: Those experiencing the ending of a relationship
20: The frail elderly
21: Those we find it difficult to love
22: Political Leaders 
23: Largs Churches Together
25: Conversion of St Paul Christian Unity
26: Our Vestry and office bearers
27: Those living with long-term illness
28: All who make their living from the sea
29: Ayrshire Women’s Aid
30: A revival in Christian faith



And it’s a Goodbye from me….. 
What can I say, it is a genuinely bittersweet task to put a few lines down for 
the magazine.  Life with you all at Saint Columba’s has been one full of joy, 
love and a few tears over the years.  To be part of this very special 
community has been a pleasure and a humbling privilege.  I will take away so 
many wonderful memories, it has certainly brought a smile to my face to look 
back over these eleven eventful years.  From being thrown in at the deep end 
with the wonderful social aspect of Saint Columba’s; becoming part of the 
illustrious trio of ‘Wilson, Kepple and Betty’, parading in long johns with an 
unconvincing moustache to the assembled throng was a baptism of fire and 
an indicator of things to come.  The wonderful murder mystery dinners we 
have enjoyed (despite dodgy accents and dubious outfits) was such 
incredible fun.  I apologise for many of my cryptic quiz questions, you all did 
so admirably. T he Titanic centenary dinner, was frantic and fantastic!  The 
rounds of applause from various tables that evening as another ‘brave soul’ 
had their first oyster was particularly memorable, and the moving Requiem 
service the following day, a fitting and appropriate end to the proceedings.  I 
must say a big thank you to everyone who has helped make these events so 
much fun and such a success.  I think this is a true reflection of the social 
nature of all here at Saint Columba’s. 

Being part of this community, I have enjoyed the fun of the Summer Missions, 
attending Choir practice, being a Server and working with so many of you at 
the CarBoot Sales.  I must say that the staff at Morrison’s were always so 
kind as they watched me remove every pack of smoked bacon from their 
shelves!  Experiencing the kindness of you all; welcoming me not only to the 
church, but to your homes and into your lives; sharing in family celebrations 
and life changing events, was an honour.  These times in particular I will 
cherish. 

So thank you to all of you wonderful people and to those we have had to say 
goodbye to over the years.  I will miss you all terribly, but I know there will 
always be a warm welcome here and I know that we will visit in the 
future………..May I just request, however, that you ban Gordon from any 
purchases at all future CarBoot sales? 

Much Love, 

William 
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U n i t e d  D i o c e s e  o f  G l a s g o w  a n d  G a l l o w a y

S a t ,  1 2 t h  D e c e m b e r  2 0 2 0 ,  1 0 a m – 1 2 . 3 0 p m

o v e r  Z o o m

T o  r e g i s t e r  o r  l e a r n  m o r e ,  p l e a s e  e m a i l  t h e

R e v  L e s  I r e l a n d  o n  L e s 9 4 9 @ b t i n t e r n e t . c o m

10am: Welcome and opening worship with Bishop Kevin.

10.20–11.00am: Going Out—reflections on leaving our home

country, the journey to exile and the journey to safety.

11.00–11.30am: Break (includes a video reflection).

11.30–12.10pm: Coming Home—reflections on finding home,

returning to peace, and seeking safety.

12.10–12.30pm: Final thoughts and worship with Bishop Kevin.
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Christianity Ancient & Modern 

The Spanish conquest of the New World was accompanied by 
“Christianisation” as one of the pretexts for taking over the land and its gold 
and silver, and subjugating the population.  In return for the papal 
endorsement of their empire-building the conquistadores supported the aim of 
converting the inhabitants to Christianity.  The Franciscans arrived in 1524, 
followed by the Dominican order in 1526, and the Augustinian order in 1533.  
They first targeted Indian elites to lead the way for the commoners in their 
communities to convert, and youngsters who had not yet grown up with 
pagan beliefs, some of whom were murdered and proclaimed as martyrs to 
the faith.  The friars sought ways to make their task of converting millions of 
Indians less daunting, such as designating major Indian towns for the initial 
evangelization, while smaller settlements were visited at intervals to teach, 
preach, and administer the sacraments.  The Friars built churches on the 
sites of temples, transforming the ancient sacred space into a place for 
Catholic worship.  When the Holy Office of the Inquisition was established in 
Mexico in 1571, Indians were exempted from its jurisdiction, as in the eyes of 
the Church and in Spanish law, Indians were legal minors.  [FROM WIKIPEDIA] 

Consequently now when you visit Mexico (as we did earlier this year), you are 
faced with an over-abundance of the churches, basilicas, cathedrals, and 
chapels, with their images, relics, massive paintings, elaborate ornamentation 
and impressive architecture, that you encounter in any European catholic 
country.  In Mexico City itself, the huge cathedral, was built in sections from 
1573 to 1813 on the site of the Aztec sacred area.  One of the boosts to 
evangelisation came in 1531 when a Mexican Indian, Juan Diego, (canonised 
in 2002 although whether he ever existed is doubtful), saw an apparition of 
the Virgin Mary on a hill several times.  She spoke to him in his language, and 
left an imprint of herself on his cloak.  A basilica to house the cloak and 
several chapels grew up around the site, but Mexico City was built on a 
swamp and is subject to earthquakes, so the original basilica leans alarmingly 
(although it’s still in use).   The Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe, a new very 
modern basilica, was built between 1974 and 1976, with a circular floorplan 
so that the cloak, which miraculously hasn’t deteriorated in 470 years, can be 
seen from any point within the building. The circular structure is 100 metres 
(330 ft) in diameter, can accommodate up to 10,000 people, and has 9 
chapels on the upper floor. Downstairs are the crypts, with 15,000 niches and 
10 chapels.   A Sunday service was in progress with a priest just visible in the 
distance (reminiscent of the O2 for those who have been there).  The PA 
system was crystal-clear.  It was well-attended, but the arena is so vast that 
the crowds of tourists could move quietly through without disturbing anyone 
and worshippers could come and go ad lib.  The Stations of the Cross lined 
one side of the huge plaza outside, and there was an elaborate very modern 
bell tower and clock with phases of the moon and zodiacal indictors in the 
middle.   Reinforced concrete met creative architecture to create a centre of 
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modern Christianity in a sacred location replete with reminders of its history 
and traditions.  

In the South of Mexico in the village of Chamula is the church of San Juan 
(John the Baptist).  It stands on one side of the town plaza, and in the far 
corner was a scene from a Western movie – a local politician haranguing a 
crowd of men in wide-brimmed hats and colourful ponchos.  This church has 
a semi-detached relationship with the Roman Catholic Church.  A local priest 
attends once a month to carry out baptisms, but is not otherwise welcome.  
The church offers a strange blend of paganism and Christianity, with John the 
Baptist seen as more important than Jesus. This belief apparently stems from 
the Indians’ interpretation of a painting of the baptism of Jesus.  Because 
John towers over Jesus in the painting, he must be “above” him.  
Consequently, the main picture over the altar is of John the Baptist, while 
crucifixes and pictures of Jesus are off to the side, with the Virgin Mary 
slightly more visible. 

The church itself, conventional in shape and twice the size of our church, has 
no seats or pews, but the walls are lined with effigies and statues of saints, 
many of them local to the area.  (Local saints have their faces turned to the 
wall if they have failed to prevent an earthquake.)  The floor is covered with 
pine branches, and people sit on the floor with their families in front of their 
particular chosen saints.  They can be seen to be praying, often for a sick or 
disabled family member with them, eating picnics & ritual food, drinking 
ceremonial cups of a sugar-cane-based liquor, and sacrificing live chickens.  
They drink Coca-Cola to induce burping which expels evil spirits, and eggs 
are also used to absorb them. They consult with faith-healers, fortune-tellers 
and shamans who move among them, and advise them on atoning for their 
sins.  Everywhere there are candles, and the walls and ceiling are black with 
soot, congealed wax, and residues from incense-burning.  Tourists and 
visitors can move freely around but are expected to behave as anyone would 
in church, and photography is strictly prohibited.  The sound is of a gentle 
hub-bub, and chanting of prayers, with the occasional squawk from a 
sacrificial chicken.  

Although this form of Christianity is far from orthodox, it nevertheless owes 
much of its form and tradition to the Gospel, and clearly meets a need for the 
local people.  The most striking thing was the utter devotion of the 
worshippers, probably largely motivated by the desperate search for a cure 
for their sick person, and because of the hopelessness of poverty.  It brings to 
life the desperation of the crowds of people who followed Jesus during his 
ministry, and was a potent reminder of the importance of their faith in the lives 
of people at the opposite end of the spectrum from the metropolitan 
worshippers.   

Gib FitzGibbon 
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Christmas 

Merry Christmas to all St Columbans! 
          Gib & Jennifer 

With best wishes for Christmas and the new year 
Chris and Jane Evans 

 
   Christmas Greetings and Best Wishes for the New Year 

 Eileen 

SEASONS GREETINGS TO ALL 
Ken 

                     Christmas Greetings             
                       Barbara and Janine 

        Wishing all at this time a very happy Christmas 
                 Betty Ferguson 

Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas and a safe and peaceful New Year 
 Jean and John 

 WISHING YOU ALL JOY AND PEACE 
 May Kidd 

 With Best Wishes for a Happy Christmas 
              from Frances and Neil Robertson 
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Greetings 

Wishing you all a blessed Christmas and a healthy, happy New Year 

    Gordon and William 

Best wishes for a healthy and happy Christmas 
   Fionna Fergusson 

          

 Happy Christmas and best wishes for 2021 
Joan Hutton 

Wishing you all every blessing for Christmas and the New Year 
   Norman	 	  

                 

  Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 

	 	 	 	 Alice and John 

	  

WITH WARM GOOD WISHES TO YOU ALL 
              Elspeth 

Wishing you a very peaceful and happy Christmas 
           Hilary & Freddie Moran 

    

A Happy Christmas and a happy and healthy New Year 

     Esme & John 
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Christmas After-Dinner Quiz 

Questions: 

1 Who did Gabriel tell that his wife was going to have a son John?

2 What was the name of  the mother of  Jesus?

3 How many generations were there from Abraham to Jesus?

4 How many gospels have the Nativity story?

5 Who told Mary that she was going to have a baby?

6 Who was the first person she told?

7 What did her cousin feel when she was told?

8 What song did May sing then?

9 John’s father lost the power of  speech until he did what?

10 Where did John live as he grew up?

11 Who was the governor of  Syria when Jesus was born?

12 Who was the King of  Judaea?

13 How did Mary travel to Bethlehem?

14 What was Jesus’ first bed?

15 How many angels gave the good news to the shepherds?

16 How did the shepherds recognise Jesus?

17 Why did Joseph & Mary travel to Jerusalem with the baby?

18 Who told Mary that she would be pierced to the heart?

19 How old was the prophetess Anna?

20 How many gospels have the story of  the Wise Men?

21 How many Wise Men were there?

22 What did Herod ask them?

23 What did Herod tell them to do?

24 What were their gifts?

25 Why did they not do what Herod told them to do?

26 What was Joseph told to do in a dream?
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(Answers can be found on page 14) 

…………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Vestry Meeting 
There will be a meeting of the Vestry via zoom at 7.00pm on Tuesday, 12 January. 

………………………………………………. 

Congratula*ons Canon Currall! 
Many of you will remember James, who served his 3 year curacy with us, with great 
affection.  James left us some years ago to take up a ministry in the Diocese of 
Moray, Ross and Caithness.  I am very pleased to report that he will be installed as 
a Canon of Inverness Cathedral on St Andrew’s Day, Monday, 30 November. 

Please remember James and Anna in your prayers at this time and look out for 
details of how you might be able to view the, live or recorded, service of installation 
online.  

………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Thank You! 

I would like to thank everyone for their lovely cards, messages 
and prayers after my fall.  I really appreciate them all.  Knowing 
people have been thinking of me has helped me enormously. 
You will be pleased to hear I am home and doing really well 
now.  I will be back to church as soon as my wrist heals up and 
my usual independence is restored. 

Thanks again, 
May Kidd 

27 What did Herod do in a rage?

28 How did Joseph know it was safe to return from Egypt?

29 Where did the family settle?

30 What were the names of  Jesus’ brothers?
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Christmas After-Dinner Quiz Answers
1 Zechariah      Luke 1:13

2 Mary              Luke  1:27

3 42      Matthew 1:17

4 2   Matthew & Luke

5 The angel Gabriel     Luke 1:28

6 Elizabeth     Luke 1: 39

7 “The babe leapt in my womb”  Luke 1:44

8 The Magnificat    Luke 1:46

9 Wrote on a tablet “his name is John”  Luke 1:63

10 In the desert (or wilds)    Luke 1:80

11 Quirinius   Luke 2:2

12 Herod    Matthew 2:1

13 Made her way” (probably walked)  Luke 2:3

14 A manger    Luke 2:7

15 One        Luke 2:9

16 Because he was lying in a manger    Luke 2:16

17 To present Jesus in the Temple   Luke  2:22

18 Simeon   Luke 2: 35

19 84     Luke 2:37

20 One – Matthew 2

21 Not known   Matthew 2:2

22 What time the star appeared    Matthew 2:7

23 To return to him when they had found the child  Matthew 2:8

24 Gold, frankincense and myrrh   Matthew 2:11

25 They were warned in a dream   Matthew  2:12

26 Go to Egypt    Matthew 2 : 14

27 Massacred all children under 2 in Bethlehem  Matthew  2: 16

28 Angel told him in a dream   Matthew  2:20

29 Nazareth   Matthew  2:23

30 James, Joseph, Judas, and Simon.      Mark 6:3
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Christmas Arrangements
Sadly, due to the ongoing pandemic, all of our arrangements for the 
Christmas season will be much changed and reduced this year.  The Church 
does not escape this fact.

Due to the restrictions in meeting, and the current ban on communal singing, 
we are unable to offer, or share in, a traditional service of Nine Lessons and 
Carols.  Nevertheless, it may be of interest to some that local clergy are 
working together with the Cathedral of the Isles and Christian Aid, to offer a 
service online.  Please keep a look out on the website and Facebook page for 
further details.

Christingle 2020
Christingle is the busiest service of the year, here at 
St Columba’s.  This year we plan to help children 
and families continue to participate in this simple 
crib service online.
Please pass the word that the Christingle kits will be 
freely available for collection from the church porch, 
on Christmas Eve, from 12.00noon until 3.00pm.    
A box will be here for donations to the work of the 
Aberlour children’s charity.  The kits will include information on a YouTube  
link that will offer a video of our special Christingle service.

Christmas Services
It is hoped that restrictions will allow us to offer a Eucharist at 
11.00pm on Christmas Eve and also one at 10.00am on 
Christmas Day.  To avoid the possibility of these being larger in 
number than is possible, with current social distancing, you will 
have to book your place in advance for one of these two 
service.
Please use the forms at the back of church, or email me to let 
me know you intend to be there.
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St Columba's Episcopal Church, Largs 
Vestry Notes of Meeting held on 3rd November 2020 7.00pm 

via Zoom 

Matters Arising minutes 8th September 2020:  The Rev. David Coleman gave the 
sermon at Harvest Festival and was well received. We now should follow up what it means 
to become an eco-congregation.        

Largs Churches Together meetings now are held over Zoom, Gordon informed us. The 
service at the War Memorial will not be allowed, so we will be doing an act of 
remembrance at 11am 8th November, so arrive early for church.  

Correspondence:  Hilary and Gordon receive emails on latest advice from the Provincial 
church committee concerned with COVID-19 guidance and these get forwarded to the 
vestry. 

An attractive card was received from Neil for the gift he was given for looking over the 
accounts.  

Reports 

Congregational matters:  Gordon had announced in church on Sunday he will be leaving 
St Columba’s and moving to St Margaret’s Newlands, giving 3 months’ notice. So, he will 
be leaving the end of January. He explained the Bishop will be helping and advising the 
vestry as to the process we need to go through. Gordon outlined the process briefly. After 
he leaves, the vestry will produce the parish profile, checking on previous ones and other 
church profiles. This needs to be approved by the Bishop. Then the Bishop might have a 
person in mind to fill the vacancy and put this to the vestry. If not, the vestry needs to 
compose an advert for a person with certain attributes. This is then circulated in Provincial, 
Diocesan pages and in the Church Times. There will be an interview with the Bishop sitting 
in. Filling long time vacancies in the Diocese will be his priority. He will appoint an interim 
priest-in-charge who will chair the vestry during the vacancy and be the point of contact for 
funerals, etc. The vestry will organise clergy to cover services via the diocesan 
supernumerary.  The congregational roll will be handed over to the secretary to keep also 
congregational email addresses. We need to find someone to put the magazine together, 
Alice did it most recently. 

Next year’s dates will be set at the next vestry meeting. Diocesan Synod is the 6th March 
by Zoom. There is a Regional AGM meeting on 10th November by Zoom 

Treasurers report:  We have a change of relationship with Rathbones (Investment 
Management) as the fees will be increasing substantially from £480 annually to £2,000 
approx. The Diocesan treasurer is giving guidance to several charges concerning this. So, 
we are considering different options at present.  

The plumbers bill eventually arrived and now Chris has sent the insurance claim for the 
work done on the dry rot to our insurance company.        
         

Health and Safety: We continue to meet safely but cannot get lax about Covid19 
guidelines. We need people to feel safe when they come to worship. From 5th November 
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all churches in England will be closed for at least a month. We had some discussion about 
our Christmas services, if they were allowed to go ahead. The Christingle family children’s 
service on Christmas Eve could be held by Zoom or YouTube, having had the families pick 
up the Christingle pack prior to the service. Then we could have a Midnight and 11am 
service on Christmas Day. Some cleaning in between these services would need to be 
done.  Gordon was going to ask our Director of Music about the possibility of arranging a 
soloist for Midnight Mass.  

Mission Action Plan: Possibly take this off the agenda   

Property:  Mark as new property convenor has met with Stuart and who has handed over 
the keys and paperwork to him. He is in the process of looking at outstanding jobs. There 
was a query as to which fire extinguisher service agent we should use.     
       

Protection of vulnerable:  Tim and Chris attended a North Ayrshire Council Webinar 
training concerning PVG. Two points were noted. Firstly, it is only now that PVG is a legal 
requirement, with the Disclosure Act 2020. Second point is for example, during the 
Summer Mission, in an emergency a person without disclosure can provide temporary 
relief if necessary. 

Social/ Fundraising: We cannot do any fundraising yet. With William leaving Alice and 
Hilary will be the fundraising committee once we can start again. Maybe recruiting another 
person.  

Risk Register: Alice sent the notes to the vestry. Andrew, Mark, Tim, and Alice felt they 
needed to meet again and arranged a zoom meeting on Tuesday 17th Nov at 7.30pm.  
          

AOCB 

Chris asked which charities we will be supporting over Christmas. On Remembrance 
Sunday we will support Combat Stress. Christingle service we will support Aberlour. 
Christmas services will be a mental health charity of Tim’s recommendation. Following the 
meeting he advised Richmond Fellowship Scotland.  

Date of next meeting:  

January 12th 7pm over zoom   

……………………………………………………………………………………… 

Readers for February 2021 

7th: Fiona Reader       14th: Tim Johnston 

21st: Lorna Reid         28th: Janine Millward 
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Please check these rotas and note if you are included.   
Please feel free to swap with others to ensure duties are covered for all services.  

Services and Rotas for December 2020 

* Please remember to book your place in advance for either 
the Christmas Midnight or Christmas Day services. 

Services and Rotas for January 2021 

Day Services and Sunday readings Duty at Sunday 11.00am

Sunday, 6
Advent 2

11.00am Said Eucharist
Isaiah 40:1-11;  Mark 1:1-8

Reader: Jennifer Fitzgibbon
Intercessor: Alice MacDonald

Sunday, 13
Advent 3

11.00am Said Eucharist
Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11;  John 1:6-8, 19-28

Reader: Janine Millward
Intercessor: Frances Robertson

Sunday, 20
Advent 4

11.00am Said Eucharist
1 Samuel 7:1-11, 16;  Luke 1:26-38

Reader: Elspeth Robertson
Intercessor: The Rector

* Thursday, 24
Christmas Eve

11.00pm Christmas Midnight Mass

* Friday, 25
CHRISTMAS DAY

10.00am Said Eucharist

Sunday, 27
Christmas 1

11.00am Said Eucharist
Isaiah 61:10 - 62:3;  Luke 2:22-40

Reader: Fiona Reader
Intercessor: Lorna Reid

Day Services and Sunday readings Duty at Sunday 11.00am

Sunday, 3
Christmas 2

11.00am Said Eucharist
Jeremiah 31:7-14;  John 1:1-18

Reader: Tim Johnston
Intercessor: Fiona Reader

Sunday, 10
Baptism of the Lord

11.00am Said Eucharist
Genesis 1:1-5;  Mark 1:4-11

Reader: William Ferguson
Intercessor: Jennifer Fitzgibbon

Sunday, 17
Epiphany 2

11.00am Said Eucharist
1 Samuel 3:1-10;  John 1:43-51

Reader: Joan Hutton
Intercessor: William Ferguson

Sunday, 24
Epiphany 3

11.00am Said Eucharist
Jonah 3:1-5, 10;  Mark 1:14-20

Reader: Alice MacDonald
Intercessor: Frances Robertson

Sunday, 31
Epiphany 4

11.00am Said Eucharist
Deuteronomy 18:15-20;  Mark 1:21-28

Reader: Gib Fitzgibbon
Intercessor: Alice MacDonald
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Diocesan website:  http://glasgow.anglican.org 
Bishop The Rt Revd Kevin Pearson.  email: bishop@glasgow.anglican.org 

Everyone remains working from home at present and can be reached as below: 

Christine Hughes (most general enquiries, usual days Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri)  

 - 07754 167468 christine@glasgow.anglican.org and also office@glasgow.anglican.org 

Marion Noble (for enquiries regarding property matters, usual days Mon-Wed) – 07544 
834021 marion@glasgow.anglican.org 

Iolanthe Stack (for enquiries regarding finance, usual days Wed -Fri)  

- 07544 833643 iolanthe@glasgow.anglican.org 

Mr John Mitchell, Diocesan Secretary, Tel: 07798 662711, 

 or at diocesansecretary@glasgow.anglican.org 

Rector The Revd Canon Gordon B. Fyfe,        
  St Columba’s Rectory,          
  Aubery Crescent, Largs, KA30 8PR.         
  Tel: 01475 673143  email:  gordon.fyfe@icloud.com 

The Vestry             
Elected by the congregation to work with the Rector in the administration of the 
church.  Meets in January, March, September, November and as required. 

Chair      Rector                        
Secretary & Alternate Lay Rep  Hilary Moran                                               
Treasurer                                  Chris Evans                                                                                    
Lay Representative   Gib Fitzgibbon                        
Rector’s Warden    Lorna Reid      
People’s Warden    Alice MacDonald    
Members     Mark Yeomans                                                 
      Stuart Robertson                                                    
                                  Tim Johnston                          
      Annemauraide Hamilton                                
      Andrew Reid   

Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals, Confessions by arrangement with the Rector   

                 Scottish Charity Number SC004796               
The deadline for the February magazine is Sunday 24 January.                          

magazine articles should be sent to alicemacdonald@live.co.uk 

Printed and published by St Columba’s Episcopal Church, Aubery Crescent, Largs KA30 8PR                                                                 
The views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of the Rectory or the Vestry 
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Life at St Columba’s 

Director of Music    Euan Fulton   07814 268 205 

Property Convenor   Mark Yeomans  520296 

Fundraising Committee            Hilary Moran  686213  

Protection of Vulnerable Groups Timothy Johnston 

    Appointed by the Vestry and approved by the Bishop 

Mothers’ Union    Hilary Moran  686213 

Church Hall Diary   Chris Evans       673757                   
   Deals with hall bookings 

Flowers     Joan Hutton   672927 

Sidesmen     Alice MacDonald  336329 

Christian Aid                           Jane Evans   673757                     
     Alice MacDonald   673370   
      Representative on inter-church Christian Aid Committee 

Regional Council    Alice MacDonald  336329 

Intercessions Rota   Frances Robertson  686947 

Altar Servers    Alice MacDonald  336329 

Readers Rota    Rector   673143 

 If you would like to join any of the above, please see Frances, Alice or the Rector 

Largs Churches Together  Alice  MacDonald  336329                     
                Fiona Reader 

Press Officer    Hilary Moran  686213 

Columba’s Creatives   Rector   673143 

Health & Safety Officer   vacant 

Pastoral Visitors in the congregation                                                                                                                                                   
Joan Hutton, May Kidd and Alice MacDonald
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