St Columba’s
Scottish Episcopal Church,
Largs
November 2020

‘Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses,
let us also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely,
and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us’
Hebrews 12:1
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The Scottish Episcopal Church is a self-governing province of the
world-wide Anglican Communion. This is a family of over 70 million
Christians in more than 160 countries. Our nearest relations are
the Church of England, the Church in Wales and the Church of
Ireland.
Through the Porvoo agreement we are also in full
communion with many other branches of the Church.
St Columba’s in Largs, is one of over 60 Episcopal congregations
that work and worship within the Diocese of Glasgow and Galloway.
We are part of Ayrshire Region and our neighbours include
congregations in Ardrossan, Dalry, Irvine, Troon, Kilmarnock,
Prestwick, Ayr and Maybole.
The area covered by St Columba’s includes Largs, Skelmorlie,
Fairlie and West Kilbride and ecumenically we play a very active
part in Largs Churches Together.

SERVICES AT ST COLUMBA’S
The church building has reopened for public worship with restrictions
in place and will continue to remain open for a Sunday service unless
the government and Church request a cessation of services again.
For the time being only one service will be offered each week as follows:

Sunday Eucharist 11.00am
This service will be complimented by a broadcast of the gospel
of the day and sermon on our YouTube channel.
Updates are available on our website: largs-church.co.uk
and via our Facebook page:
Saint Columba’s Scottish Episcopal Church Largs

We welcome all regardless of age, gender, race, ability,
social class, sexuality or any other defining characteristic
that may otherwise be used as the basis for discrimination.
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Dear Friends,
This month is one filled with many opportunities to remember. For the
Church, on 2 November, we remember all the faithful departed on All
Souls’ Day and, for society in general, on 8 November and again on 11
November, we are invited to remember the fallen of conficts past; those
whose service, and ultimate sacrifice, won for us the freedoms we enjoy.
But the very first day of this month of remembrances begins with the
joyful proclamation of a fundamental truth; All Saints’ Day reminds us of
the great multitude that no one can number, whose hope was in the
Word made flesh - all the Saints.
This current time of pandemic, and the implications of it for each of us,
means we cannot relate to one another as we usually would. Our face
to face interaction have been replaced by telephone calls or, perhaps,
seeing friends or family online via the internet. We persist with this,
through these long and unique months, because we know there is a
greater reality behind these limited encounters. We are all too aware
that our loved ones still exist and that they long to continue their
involvement with us. We also do so because we know that, eventually,
there will come a time when we can meet again and see one another in
reality.
It seems to me that this experience is similar to that of the keeping of the
Feast of All Saints. The Church continues to go about its business of
proclaiming, in word and deed, the good news of God’s love for us in
Jesus Christ. But the greater reality is that we do not do this alone. We
are, as the writer of the letter to the Hebrews suggested, surrounded
constantly by a great cloud of witnesses; those who have gone before
us with the light of faith. The saints, though unseen by us, are close by
and can be called on to support us by their intercession.
Together we all journey though this pilgrimage of life and faith in the
joyful knowledge that we will, one day, see all the faithful in that greater
light that is the very presence of God.
In these trying days, may you know know that you are not alone, May
you know the loving company of all the faithful upholding you and yours
until the day when our faith becomes sight.
Yours in the faith,
Gordon
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Years Mind
Please remember before God those who have died and whose year’s mind falls in November.

1st Gill Beresford
4th Sheena Swan, Harry Hart, William Johnstone
5th John Hutton, Gareth Evans
7th Georgina McGowan
8th Tom Smith
9th Mary Williamson, Ellen Battle
14th James Simpson
15th Joseph Griffiths
16th Judith Flinn
20th Margaret Stewart
22nd Basil Young, June Law
28th Harry Maddox, Campbell Paterson
29th Sydney Warren
……………………………………………………………………………..

November List and All Souls’ Service
Please add the names of any departed loved ones you would like prayed for on All
Souls’ Day to the list at the back of church. These names will be added to the list
of those who appear on our funeral register and that have died in the past year.
Names may also be emailed to me directly.
Due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, we will offer a service of light and
remembrance for the faithful departed via zoom at 7.30pm on Monday, 2
November.
Please use the following invitation codes to join this service:

Meeting ID: 868 3229 1001
Passcode: 486460
The Rector
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All Saints’ Crossword Puzzle

The solution can be found on page 13
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Annual donation to charities
I have recently sent a cheque to each of the following chosen charities for
the year 2019/20:
St Gregory’s Foundation
and

The Living Room
Chris
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Hilary is helping to organise a webinar on 25th November 7.30pm
We have 10 speakers including the Moderator of the Church of Scotland, the Mothers’ Union worldwide President and Dr
Maureen Sier, Director of Interfaith Scotland. You should gain an insight into domestic abuse and learn how you can
help. To register go to the Scottish Interfaith Group on Domestic Abuse website to sign up.

Faiths working together against abuse

The Scottish Interfaith Group on Domestic Abuse
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Our church Bible Study continues to meet each week via zoom.
We are working our way through the earliest gospel, and
leading section for the next liturgical year - The Gospel of Mark.
No previous experience is necessary to join the study group only an interest learning together as we journey through this
sacred text.
Please consider coming along - we only meet for about an hour
but each week brings fresh insights as well as the enjoyment of
simply sharing together with other members of the
congregation.
For more information, as well as the zoom code, please don’t
hesitate to ask me.
The Rector
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Appeal for North Ayrshire Women’s Aid

Just speaking to the staff in Saltcoats, they were saying how they
really need new toiletries for women and children in their refuges
and non perishable food to give as a ‘starter pack’ for the families
they re home. I will try and publicise this in the town, but will leave
a box at the back of the church for a one off collection. I realise you
have all given so much already I hesitate to ask. Please don’t feel
obligated. Below is a little from their website.

Outreach services
Domestic abuse service providers have developed a range of services
to reach out and offer support and help to women whether or not they
are staying in refuge accommodation. Local outreach services can
provide support from one off information sessions to providing a
dedicated worker to help women experiencing domestic violence from
those who are thinking of leaving to those who need support after
leaving.
They often provide support groups, specialist clinics with services like
solicitors, and support and empowerment programmes like
the freedom programme. They may also provide activities and support
services for children.
Many thanks
Hilary
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November Prayer Calendar
2: (All Souls) The faithful departed
3. Members of our Vestry
4: Kevin, our Bishop
5: Our Vestry
6: Member of the Regional Council
7: Vacant Charges in the Diocese
9: The Scottish Guild of Servers
10: Largs Churches Together
11:(Remembrance Day) Those who have died in war
12: H.M. Armed Forces
13: All peacekeeping forces
14: The United Nations
16: (St Margaret of Scotland) The Church in Scotland
17: Those living with longterm illness
18: The National Health Service
19: Our Politicians
20: Local Schools and Colleges
21: Our Sides People
23: Our Servers
24: All who suffer from the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic
25: Our readers and intercessors
26: Our neighbours
27: Those we find it difficult to love
28: The College of Bishops
30: (St Andrew, Apostle) The Scottish People
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All Saints’ Word Search

Andrew, George, David, Patrick, Ma5hew, Mark,
Catherine, Joan, Margaret, Anthony, Theresa, Ma5hew,
Rita, Monica, Claire, Peter, Joan, Paul, Mary
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Blythswood Care Shoe Box Appeal
Thank you to those who contributed toward this year’s Blythswood
Care shoebox appeal. Your generosity is greatly appreciated.

Thank You
Many thanks to those who were willing to serve on our Vestry and to
all of our church office bearers. Your dedication is vital to the
wellbeing of our congregation and is a blessing to us all.

Scottish Guild of Servers
Sadly, due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, this year’s SGS
Festival has had to be postponed until next year. Instead, the Scottish
Guild of Servers AGM will take place at 11.00am on Saturday, 31
October via zoom. Please check the SGS website for further details
and for the invitation code to the meeting.

Vestry Meeting
There will be a meeting of the Vestry via zoom at 7.00pm on Tuesday,
3 November. The invitation code for this will be sent out to all
concerned.

Ayrshire Regional Council
The next meeting of the Ayrshire Regional Council of churches will
take place, via zoom, at 7.30pm on Tuesday, 10 November.
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Christmas Greetings 2020
Each year some of us have published our greetings to the
congregation on a special Greetings page in the December
magazine instead of sending individual cards. The money
which would have been spent on cards is instead donated to
church funds. This has raised over £200 each year.
As most of us see each other and can exchange personal Christmas
greetings at this season, I would encourage more of you to join this scheme and help save the trees too!
If you wish to participate, please fill in the form below and put on the
collection plate in an envelope marked ‘Christmas Greetings’, or hand it to
John Lamb or any sides-person before 17th November, so that your greeting
can appear in the December magazine.

Christmas Greeting: ……………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………….

From: …………………………………………………………………….

Donation: …………………………………..

Note: If you do not wish to cut your magazine
additional forms are available at the back of church.
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Remembrance Sunday
8 November 2020
Please ensure you come to church slightly earlier than usual and are
seated by 10.55am at the latest to allow us to keep the 2 minutes
silence with the rest of the nation at 11.00am on Remembrance Sunday.

We will remember them.

…………………………………………………………

Crossword Puzzle Solution from page 5

Across:
3. Francis, 4. Theresa, 5. Kentigern, 7. Margaret, 9. Alban, 10. Helena
Down:
1. Patrick, 2. Catherine, 6. Ninian, 8. Andrew
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Please check this rota and note if you are included.
Please feel free to swap with others to ensure duties are covered for all services.

Services and Rotas for November 2020
Day
Sunday, 1

Services and Sunday readings
11.00am Eucharist

All Saints

Rev 7:9-17; Matt 5:1-12
Monday, 2
All Souls

Sunday, 8

11.00am Eucharist
Wis 6:12-16; Matt 25:1-13

Zep 1:7, 12-18; Matt 25:14-30

Christ the King

Sunday, 29

Reader: Alice MacDonald
Intercessor: Jennifer Fitzgibbon

11.00am Eucharist

Pentecost 24

Sunday, 25

Reader: Joan Hutton
Intercessor: Frances Robertson

7.30pm Service of Light and Remembrance
via zoom

Remembrance

Sunday, 18

Duty at Sunday 11.00am

Reader:Stuart Robertson
Intercessor: Fiona Reader

11.00am Eucharist
Ezek 34:11-16, 20-24; Matt 25:31-46

Reader: Tim Johnston
Intercessor: William Ferguson

11.00am Eucharist

Advent 1

Isa 64:1-9; Mk 13:24-37

Reader: William Ferguson
Intercessor: The Rector

Readers for December
6th: Jennifer Fitzgibbon

13th: Janine Millward

20th: Elspeth Robertson 27th: Fiona Reader
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Diocesan website: http://glasgow.anglican.org
Bishop

The Rt Revd Kevin Pearson. email: bishop@glasgow.anglican.org

Everyone remains working from home at present and can be reached as below:
Christine Hughes (most general enquiries, usual days Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri)
- 07754 167468 christine@glasgow.anglican.org and also office@glasgow.anglican.org
Marion Noble (for enquiries regarding property matters, usual days Mon-Wed) – 07544
834021 marion@glasgow.anglican.org
Iolanthe Stack (for enquiries regarding finance, usual days Wed -Fri)
- 07544 833643 iolanthe@glasgow.anglican.org
Mr John Mitchell, Diocesan Secretary, Tel: 07798 662711,
or at diocesansecretary@glasgow.anglican.org

Rector

The Revd Canon Gordon B. Fyfe,
St Columba’s Rectory,
Aubery Crescent, Largs, KA30 8PR.
Tel: 01475 673143 email: gordon.fyfe@icloud.com

The Vestry
Elected by the congregation to work with the Rector in the administration of the
church. Meets in January, March, September, November and as required.
Chair
Secretary
Treasurer
Lay Representative
Rector’s Warden
People’s Warden
Members

Alternate Lay Representative

Rector
Hilary Moran
Chris Evans
……………..
Lorna Reid
Alice MacDonald
Mark Yeomans
Stuart Robertson
Tim Johnston
Annemauraide Hamilton
……………..
Andrew Reid

Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals, Confessions by arrangement with the Rector
Scottish Charity Number SC004796
The deadline for the Dec/Jan magazine is Sunday 15 November.
magazine articles should be sent to gordon.fyfe@icloud.com
Printed and published by St Columba’s Episcopal Church, Aubery Crescent, Largs KA30 8PR
The views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of the Rectory or the Vestry
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Life at St Columba’s

Director of Music

Euan Fulton

07814 268 205

Property Convenor
Fundraising Committee

William Clark-Ferguson 07835 454534

Protection of Vulnerable Groups

Timothy Johnston

Appointed by the Vestry and approved by the Bishop

Mothers’ Union

Hilary Moran

686213

Church Hall Diary

Chris Evans

673757

Deals with hall bookings

Flowers

Joan Hutton

672927

Sidesmen

Alice MacDonald

336329

Christian Aid

Jane Evans
Alice MacDonald

673757
673370

Representative on inter-church Christian Aid Committee

Regional Council

William Clark-Ferguson 07835 454534

Intercessions Rota

Frances Robertson

686947

Altar Servers

Alice MacDonald

336329

Readers Rota

Rector

673143

If you would like to join any of the above, please see Frances, Alice or the Rector

Largs Churches Together

Alice MacDonald
Fiona Reader

336329

Press Officer

Hilary Moran

686213

Columba’s Creatives

Rector

673143

Health & Safety Officer

William Clark-Ferguson 07835 454534

Pastoral Visitors in the congregation
Joan Hutton, May Kidd and Alice MacDonald
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