St Columba’s
Scottish Episcopal Church
Largs

March 2016
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‘For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had received:
that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures,
and that he was buried, and that he was raised on the third day
in accordance with the scriptures’
1Corinthians 15:3-4
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The Scottish Episcopal Church is a self-governing province of the world-wide
Anglican Communion. This is a family of over 70 million Christians in more than
160 countries. Our nearest relations are the Church of England, the Church in
Wales and the Church of Ireland. Through the Porvoo agreement we are also in full
communion with many other branches of the Church.
St Columba’s in Largs, is one of over 60 Episcopal congregations that work and
worship within the Diocese of Glasgow and Galloway. We are part of Ayrshire
Region and our neighbours include congregations in Ardrossan, Dalry, Irvine,
Troon, Kilmarnock, Prestwick, Ayr and Maybole.
The area covered by St Columba’s includes Largs, Skelmorlie, Fairlie and West
Kilbride and ecumenically we play a very active part in Largs Churches Together.

!
!
SERVICES AT ST COLUMBA’S

!
Sunday: 8.00am Said Eucharist
11.00am Sung Eucharist (Choral Matins on second Sunday of the month)
6.30pm Evening Prayer (check noticeboard for details)
Refreshments are served in the hall following the 11.00am service

Wednesday: 10.00am Said Eucharist (Scottish Liturgy 1970)
Festivals and Saints Days as announced

!
The Daily Offices of Morning Prayer (8.00am) and Evening Prayer (5.00pm)
are offered publicly in church on most weekdays.
Please check the church noticeboard for details.
The church building is also open for private prayer on most days.

!
Visit our website:

largs-church.co.uk
!
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Dear Friends,
I remember, many years ago, being trained to be a server in church.
The person who sought to teach me was a bit of a perfectionist.
Each week he would watch me closely to ensure I had taken in
everything I had been told. Each week, too, he would catch me out.
There was always something I hadn’t done quite right. We were
very good friends and I suspected that he took great delight in
finding fault with the way the altar had been set up or the priest’s
vestments had been set out.
One conversation with him, though, has stayed with me. I had been
instructed to perform a server’s task and had asked him why it
needed to be done in the way that he was instructing me - what was
the theological reason for it? He looked blankly at me and said, “I
don’t know, all I know is that is the way it is to be done.” I found this
unquestioning response very unsatisfactory. I suppose I still do.
Many of us can be like that good and faithful server. We can,
without really noticing, discover that we do things because we were
told that they were right, and yet never take time to reflect on why
that might be.
Lent is a time for us to revisit the basics; an opportunity to explore
our faith and ask questions of it. Lent is a time to go deeper and
experience new things, that we might know for ourselves the
deeper significance of the faith we express at each church service.
It is only by doing this that we can grow in our faith and feel
equipped to give an account of it to those who might ask us why we
go to church at all.
This Easter, do not be lost for words but, as St Peter urges us, “in
your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your
defence to anyone who demands from you an account of the hope
that is in you.” (1 Peter 3:15)
Yours in the faith,
Gordon

!
!
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Year’s Mind
Please remember before God those who have died
and whose year’s mind falls in March
5th Evelyn Barrett
6th Malcolm Griffiths
7th Annie Wingate
11th Florence Chappell
12th Bernard Paton Jones (Priest)
13th Alan Binns
16th Fred Ramsden, Jane Greensmith, Flo Downes
19th James Stewart
21st Bob McNae
22nd Brenda Oke
23rd Gordon Sisson
25th William Cairnie
26th Vernon Salkeld
27th Hilda Vincent
28th Helen Salkeld

!
!
!
!
!

!
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From the Registers:

!

Funerals
!

!
!
!
!

Miss Lorna King - 4 February
Lady Avril Watson-Stewart - 24 February

!
!
!
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Dates for your diary
1 March - 7.00pm Vestry Meeting
3 March - 2.00pm Meditation Group
4 March - 2.00pm World Day of Prayer at Clark Memorial Church
5 March - 9.30am Diocesan Synod at Holy Trinity & St Barnabas, Paisley
6 March - 8.30am - 10.15am Fairtrade Big Breakfast
8 March - 7.30pm Regional Council Meeting at Ardrossan
13 March - 12.30pm Fairtrade Fortnight Grand Raffle Draw
16 March - 7.45pm Book Group
21 - 25 March - 7.00pm LCT Holy Week Services at Clark Memorial
22 March - 7.00pm Our congregation offers the LCT Holy Week Service
at Clark Memorial
2 April - 10.00am - 12.00noon Water Aid Coffee Morning
in the Dunn Memorial Hall
26 April - 7.00pm Vestry Meeting

!
Fairtrade Fortnight

!

Fairtrade fortnight 2016 will run from 29th
February till 13th March, so please
remember to keep labels off the Fairtrade
food/drink etc which you buy .
There will be a draw for a hamper of
Fairtrade goodies in the hall after church on
Sunday 13th March.
Raffle tickets will be exchanged for Fairtrade
labels from Sunday 28th February; 1 raffle
ticket per label or 5 raffle tickets for 3 labels.
A wine bottle - or its label is worth 2 raffle
tickets.

So start collecting now! All the supermarkets sell Fairtrade goods though you may sometimes have to look for them! If not immediately
obvious, it is a good idea to ask, as it registers interest.
Also Traidcraft offers a wide range of produce (eg dried fruit and sugar,
chocolates biscuits, cakes, cleaning materials and gifts) - all fairly traded
and sourced from all over the world. They can be ordered through Linda
Young, and are usually delivered within a few days.

!
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THE BIG BREAKFAST

!

The theme of Fairtrade Fortnight is 'Big Breakfast’. This is to highlight
the number of breakfast related products which are fairly traded.
To mark Fairtrade Fortnight in St Columba's, we are hosting a
congregational 'Big Breakfast' in the church hall, using mainly fairly
traded goods, on Sunday 6th March. This will be served from 8.30am
until 10.15am. You are invited to
join us after the 8am service or
before the 11am service. There
will be no charge, but donations to
Christian Aid in will be accepted.
Don't forget the Fairtrade raffle to
be drawn on Sunday 13th, as
detailed above.!
Jennifer Fitzgibbon

!
!
!
!
Mothering Sunday posies!

!

!

We will be making up the posies, the day before
Mothering Sunday , Saturday 5th at 10am in the
hall. I'm looking for helpers to put them together.
Please could you leave donations at the back of
the church or bring them along on Saturday. !
I particularly need greenery and a few garden
flowers. Many thanks. Hilary!

!
!
!
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March Prayer Calendar

!

1: (David, Bp and Missionary) The people of Wales
2: The recently bereaved
3: The anxious
4: The lonely
5: Those who have nurtured us
7: Fair trade among the nations
8: Those living with long-term illness
9: Those living with problems of addiction
10: Local schools and colleges
11: All farmers
12: All fishermen
14: Local businesses
15: Justice and Peace
16: A revival of Christian faith in Scotland
17: (Patrick, Bp and Missionary) The people of Ireland
18: The peace of Jerusalem
19: (Joseph of Nazareth) All workers
21: Largs Churches Together
22: Council of Churches for Britain and Ireland
23: Action of Churches Together in Scotland
24: (Maundy Thursday) A willingness to be a servant to others
25: (Good Friday) Thanksgiving for our costly salvation in Christ
26: (Holy Saturday) Thanksgiving that nowhere is out of the reach of God’s love
28: Thanksgiving for the joyful resurrection of our Lord
29: Thanksgiving for signs of new life
30: The College of Bishops
31: Gregor our Bishop

!
!
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A Popular Hymn ; “Dear Lord and Father of Mankind”
by Sir Hubert Parry

!
I will be writing a few short articles over the coming months about
some hymns which seem to be grounded in our collective memories,
and will give a short history of the composer, the origin of the hymn,
and hopefully fill in a little detail of how it became a staple part of
our worship.

!

Hubert Parry emerged as a composer of note during
the 1880s, the Victorian era and all that went with
it being at its height. Parry, as a Professor at the
Royal College of Music, was commissioned to write
short choral works and, for example, we can trace
back to the imperialistic mood of the times by
noting the brooding “The Glories of Our Blood and
State” which was one of these early works which
had some success. After the huge success of “Blest
Pair of Sirens” Parry turned, by demand, to write
an Oratorio.

!

After deliberating on worthy subjects he decided that the biblical
story of Judith during the reign of the repentant King Manasseh
warranted his attention. “Judith” contained the drama of the
Israelites and their king falling away from worshipping Jehovah,
turning to pagan gods and, of course, finding redemption once more.
The heroine Judith’s despatching of General Holofernes, to avoid
anything truly distasteful, actually takes place offstage! Israel and the
king see the error of their ways and return to proper worship. This
Oratorio proved very popular and was well received, such being the
taste and social activity of the time. During the 1914 – 18 World War
musical societies suffered a decline and “Judith” shortly afterwards
lost its popularity, as did Parry. On a personal note I am delighted to
see Prince Charles, the Prince of Wales leading the way in a
resurgence of Parry’s music.

!
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One of the more popular solo pieces in “Judith” was / is the Ballad of
Meshullameth (the Queen Mother), “Long Since in Egypt’s Plenteous
Land”, which benefitted from a most beautiful melody, and after a
time actually became universally known as the hymn “Dear Lord and
Father of Mankind”; the words being written by Parry himself.
Obviously Parry retained a fondness for that particular melody and for
the sentiment which he conveyed in this beautiful hymn, drawing
praise from the critics of the time. Nowadays we know the name of
the hymn’s tune as Repton. At a later time the words were amended
and added to, by a Master of Music at Repton School.

!

Parry’s hymn was included in the hymn book of Repton School, the
Headmaster writing to Parry’s executors for permission for Judith’s
“tune” and that of “Jerusalem” to officially appear. This led to further
attempts to include Repton in the new version of the national hymnal,
which was, during the 1930s, being edited by Ralph Vaughan Williams
(a story in itself). The publishers (Novello) at first refused, but in due
time “Dear Lord and Father of Mankind” was permitted to be included
in both the school’s hymn book and the 1933 edition of The English
Hymnal. For the first time the hymn tune’s name “Repton” officially
appeared as a nod to the school itself. In its favour was the fact that it
was a unison tune with much development in its simple metre, words
of the last line being repeated, and thus musically underscoring both
the tune and the message contained within.

!

Repton has entered what we could call a hymnody Hall of Fame, but
its association with Parry’s Oratorio, one of his most important choral
works, makes it all the more special.

!

If you wish to listen to the whole Oratorio you may have to search for
an older recording, but extracts, which include “Long Since in Egypt’s
Plenteous Land” can be found either on digital music websites or on
the digital channel YouTube.
Colleen Anderson
Director of Music
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Water Aid Coffee Morning
Saturday 2 April 2016
10 am till 12 noon
Dunn Memorial Hall, St John’s Church, Largs – entrance £1.50
WaterAid is the wonderful charity which provides clean water and safe
sanitation for some of the poorest people on earth. Over 2000 million
people have no access to these facilities which we take for granted, and
4000 children die from drinking dirty water every day.
Please come to the coffee morning and bring your friends. There will be a
sale of home-baking (please bring some if you are able) and a Traidcraft
stall.
Richard and Celia Walker will also be signing and selling copies of the three
books of their adventures including their latest book, Walkers on Wheels,
which tells of recent visits they have made to Chile and Bolivia, Malawi and
Zimbabwe. These books are not profit-making and are sold for WaterAid. So
far over £10,100 has been sent to WaterAid from their books.
10

Bishop’s Lent Appeal
The Bethlehem Arab Society for Rehabilitation

!
The Bethlehem Arab Society for Rehabilitation began life
in 1960 in an old house in Bethlehem. It was originally a
Leonard Cheshire home and provided care for a few
physically disabled children. After it was handed over to
the Bethlehem Arab Society in 1975, the work grew and, in
1990, the Society's dream came true when land on nearby
Beit Jala hill became available and the present hospital
building was constructed.!

!

Today, BASR is a non-profit non-government organization that is nationally
recognized for the comprehensive medical and rehabilitation services it gives
to beneficiaries from all over Palestine. The hospital is open to all, regardless
of gender, age, religion or social class and is committed to enhancing the
overall quality of a patient's life. The hospital has a holistic approach to
treatment with specialist departments in physiotherapy, occupational therapy,
speech therapy and also surgery. Integration into community life is a key
objective.!

!

Pilgrims from the Diocese of Glasgow and Galloway visited the hospital in
2013 and 2015 and were highly impressed by the quality of care and the
financial needs it has. Generous donations will indeed change lives.!

!
For more information visit http://www.basr.org/en/!
!

There will be a presentation at Diocesan Synod and I commend it warmly to
the generosity of the diocese.!

!

Yours!
+Gregor!

!
Your Lent Appeal offering should be returned on Easter Day (27 March).
!
!
!
!
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Christian Aid Lent Lunches

The Lent Lunches for Largs continue to be offered in the hall of Clark
Memorial Church from 12.00noon - 1.30pm each Wednesday in Lent
until 16 March. The cost of the bread and cheese lunch is £3 and
books of tickets are available. All proceeds go to Christian Aid.
Please sign-up on the list in the church porch if you are able to assist
by waiting on the tables at one or more of these lunches.
There will be a meeting of the Largs Christian Aid Committee following
the final Lent Lunch on 16 March.
The Rector

!
!
!

!

‘Soul Keeping’

This year’s Lent Bible Study Group continues to
meet each Tuesday in the Rectory from 2.00pm
- 3.30pm until 22 March. In these sessions we
are using study material prepared by John
Ortberg; ‘Soul Keeping’. This seeks to have us
explore and care for the most important part of
our being: the soul.

The sessions in March include:
iii) What the soul needs
iv) The practice of grace
v) The practice of gratitude
vi) The practice of growth
12

World Day of Prayer - ‘Receive children, Receive me.’
This year’s World Day of Prayer service will
take place at Clark Memorial Church at
2.00pm on Friday, 4 March.
The material for 2016 has been prepared by
the women of Cuba.

!
!

!

Services 2016

The Largs Churches Together joint services will all be offered
in Clark Memorial Church this year at 7.30pm as follows:

!

Holy Monday - 21 March: St Mary’s R.C. Church
Holy Tuesday - 22 March: St Columba’s Episcopal Church
Holy Wednesday - 23 March: St Columba’s Parish Church
Maundy Thursday - 24 March: Clark Memorial Parish Church
Good Friday - 25 March: St John’s Parish Church
Refreshments will be offered in the hall following each service.

!

In addition, the Largs Churches Together Good Friday Walk of
Witness will begin at 10.00am from the front of our building here
at Aubrey Crescent and will end at the War Memorial then with
refreshments at the Dunn Memorial Hall.
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Holy Week and Easter Services

!

!

at St Columba’s Scottish Episcopal Church

Palm Sunday

8.00am Said Eucharist
11.00am Palm Procession and
the Liturgy of the Passion
6.00pm Stations of the Cross
6.30pm Sung Compline
Holy Wednesday 10.00am Said Eucharist
Maundy Thursday 7.00pm Liturgy of the Last Supper
Good Friday
1.15pm Stations of the Cross
2.00pm Liturgy of the Last Hour
Holy Saturday
9.00pm Easter Vigil
Easter Day
8.00am Said Eucharist
11.00am Sung Eucharist
It is important that we do not simply seek to express our faith on
Sundays alone. Holy Week and Easter call us to worship in
different ways and with the wider Church.
Please do take full advantage of the many other opportunities
provided for our mutual growth and deepening of faith.

!
!
There will be an Easter egg
hunt in the church grounds
following the 11.00am Sung
Eucharist on Easter Day!

!
!
!
!
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Making the most of Lent

!
As well as the Lent Study,
there are also alternative
ways to worship and to
pray during Lent here at St
Columba’s.
Each Sunday at 6.00pm
why not journey with Christ
on the Way of the Cross
by coming to ‘Stations of
the Cross’. This act of
devotion encourages us to
spend time on the road to
Calvary and reflect on the
cost of our salvation.
It also provides space in
which we can pray for
others in what is often an
unjust and cruel world of
suffering.

!
Following Stations you are
also warmly invited to
experience singing the
Prayerbook service of
Compline. This short
office is the last of the day
and is ‘Night Prayer’.

!

Opening yourself to both of these, possibly new, experiences may
help deepen your spiritual walk and provide an ideal preparation
for the celebration of our Lord’s resurrection on Easter Day.

!

The Rector

!
!
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!
!
Outing to Rosslyn Chapel
It is hoped that a day trip, with
lunch, will be organised to Rosslyn
Chapel before the Summer. Look
out for the sign-up sheet in the
church porch and add your name to
give an indication of just how many
might be interested in coming along.

!
!
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Book Group
Tried the Church Book Group yet? It’s not too late. The next meeting
will be in the Rectory at 7.45pm on Wednesday, 16 March.

!
Readers for April 2016
3rd: Gill Beresford,

10th: Aubrey McCance

17th: Joan Hutton,

24th: Ray Young

!
!
!
!
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Please check these rotas and note if you are included.
Please feel free to swap with others to ensure duties are covered for all services.

!

Services and Rota for March 2016
Day

Services and Sunday readings

Wednesday, 2!

10.00am Said Eucharist (1970)

St David (tr)

Sunday, 6!
Lent 4!
Mothering Sunday

8.00am Said Eucharist!
11.00am Sung Eucharist!
6.00pm Stations of the Cross!
6.30pm Sung Compline!

!

1 Sam 1:20-28; 2 Cor 1:3-7; John 19:25b-27
Wednesday, 9

10.00am Said Eucharist (1970)

Sunday, 13!

8.00am Said Eucharist!
11.00am Choral Matins!
6.00pm Stations of the Cross!
6.30pm Sung Compline!

!

Lent 5!
Passiontide
begins

Duty at Sunday 11.00am

!

Server: !
Reader: Hilary Moran!
Intercessor: Hilary Moran

!
!

Reader: Gib Fitzgibbon!
Intercessor: Jennifer Fitzgibbon

!

Isa 43:16-21; John 12:1-8
Wednesday, 16!
St Patrick (tr)

Sunday, 20!
Palm Sunday

10.00am Said Eucharist (1970)
8.00am Said Eucharist!
11.00am Palm Procession!
and Liturgy of the Passion!
6.00pm Stations of the Cross!
6.30pm Sung Compline!

!

Server: !
Reader: Tim Johnston!
Intercessor: Ray Young

!

Isa 50:4-9a; Phil 2:5-11; Lk 22:14-23:56
Wednesday, 23!

10.00am Said Eucharist (1970)

Holy Wednesday
Maundy
Thursday, 24

7.00pm Liturgy of the Last Supper

Good Friday, 25

10.00am LCT Walk of Witness!
1.15pm Stations of the Cross!
2.00pm Liturgy of the Last Hour

Holy Saturday, 26

9.00pm Easter Vigil

Sunday, 27!

8.00am Said Eucharist!
11.00am Sung Eucharist!

EASTER DAY

!

Isa 65:17-25; Acts 10:34-43; John 20:1-18

Server: All Servers

!

Server: All Servers!
Reader: May Kidd!
Intercessor: Frances Robertson

!
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Diocesan website: www.episcopalglasgow.org.uk
Bishop

The Rt Revd Dr Gregor D. Duncan,
Bishop’s Office, Diocesan Centre,
5 St Vincent Place, Glasgow, G1 2DH.
Tel: 0141 221 6911 email: bishop@glasgow.anglican.org

The Clergy
Rector

The Revd Gordon B. Fyfe,
St Columba’s Rectory,
Aubery Crescent, Largs, KA30 8PR.
Tel: 01475 673143 email: gordon.fyfe@virginmedia.com

Associate

The Rt Revd Dr Idris Jones,
27 Donald Wynd, Largs, KA30 8TH.
Tel: 01475 674919 email: idrisjones43@hotmail.co.uk

!
The Vestry
Elected by the congregation to work with the Rector in the administration of the
church. Meets in January, March, September, November and as required.
Chair
Secretary
Treasurer and Lay Representative
Rector’s Warden
People’s Warden

Rector
Ray Young
Chris Evans
Linda Young
Vicky Johnston

673143
672410
673757
672410
329722

Members

Gordon Hodgson
Eleanor Witt
Jane Evans
Elsie Hinshalwood
Rose Oliver

674008
676322
673757
686984
674951

(Alt Lay Representative - Hilary Moran

Tel: 686213)

!
Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals, Confessions by arrangement with the Rector
Scottish Charity Number SC004796
The deadline for the April magazine is Sunday 20 March.
magazine articles should be sent to gordon.fyfe@virginmedia.com
Printed and published by St Columba’s Episcopal Church, Aubery Crescent, Largs KA30 8PR
The views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of the Rectory or the Vestry
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Life at St Columba’s

!
Director of Music

Colleen Anderson

07967 114624

Property Convenor

Vacant

Fundraising Committee

William Clark-Ferguson 07835 454534

Protection of Vulnerable Groups

Linda Young

(Contact Rector)

672410

Appointed by the Vestry and approved by the Bishop

Mothers’ Union

Hilary Moran

686213

Church Hall Diary

May Walker

673873

Flowers

Audrey Hodgson

674008

Sidesmen

Vicky Johnston

329722

Christian Aid

Nessie Rankin
Jane Evans

672357
673757

Deals with hall bookings

Representatives on inter-church Christian Aid Committee

Regional Council

William Clark-Ferguson 07835 454534

Intercessions Rota

Frances Robertson

686947

Altar Servers

Alice MacDonald

673370

Readers Rota

Rector

673143

If you would like to join any of the above, please see Frances, Alice or the Rector

Largs Churches Together

Nessie Rankin
Eleanor Witt

672357
676322

Press Officer

Hilary Moran

686213

Junior Church

Linda Young

672410

Health & Safety Officer

William Clark-Ferguson 07835 454534

!
Pastoral Visitors in the congregation
Eileen Binns (Coordinator, tel: 673580)
Elsie Hinshalwood, Joan Hutton and May Kidd
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