St Columba’s
Scottish Episcopal Church
Largs

February 2016

!
!
‘Jesus said, You are those who have continued with me in my trials;
you shall eat and drink at my table in my kingdom.’
Luke 22:28,30

!
1

!
The Scottish Episcopal Church is a self-governing province of the world-wide
Anglican Communion. This is a family of over 70 million Christians in more than
160 countries. Our nearest relations are the Church of England, the Church in
Wales and the Church of Ireland. Through the Porvoo agreement we are also in full
communion with many other branches of the Church.
St Columba’s in Largs, is one of over 60 Episcopal congregations that work and
worship within the Diocese of Glasgow and Galloway. We are part of Ayrshire
Region and our neighbours include congregations in Ardrossan, Dalry, Irvine,
Troon, Kilmarnock, Prestwick, Ayr and Maybole.
The area covered by St Columba’s includes Largs, Skelmorlie, Fairlie and West
Kilbride and ecumenically we play a very active part in Largs Churches Together.

!
!
SERVICES AT ST COLUMBA’S

!
Sunday: 8.00am Said Eucharist
11.00am Sung Eucharist (Choral Matins on second Sunday of the month)
6.30pm Evening Prayer (check noticeboard for details)
Refreshments are served in the hall following the 11.00am service

Wednesday: 10.00am Said Eucharist (Scottish Liturgy 1970)
Festivals and Saints Days as announced

!
The Daily Offices of Morning Prayer (8.00am) and Evening Prayer (5.00pm)
are offered publicly in church on most weekdays.
Please check the church noticeboard for details.
The church building is also open for private prayer on most days.

!
Visit our website:

largs-church.co.uk
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Dear Friends,
No sooner have we reached the pivotal festival of Candlemas and
turned our backward gaze from Christmas forward toward Easter
than we find ourselves in Lent!
Easter is early this year and so too, therefore, is Lent. On Ash
Wednesday, on 10 February, you are invited to be reminded both of
your frailty, “Remember that you are dust and to dust you shall
return” and also of the promises of God who offers us his help and
strength for this journey of faith that we might “Turn away from sin
and be faithful to Christ.”
The forty days of Lent provide space for us to reflect on who we are
and who God is. It is time for us to reevaluate things, to take stock
and to return to being the people we are called to be by our
common baptism. Paradoxically this is best done as we turn
outward, away from ourself and, instead, seek to serve others by
our prayers, fasting and in the generosity of our giving.
Lent is a holy season - a season that calls us apart; one that brings
into sharp focus the basics that might otherwise be lost by so many
other apparently important things.
I do hope you make the most of the opportunities offered to you this
Lent, that you may deepen your spirituality and be strengthened in
your faith and service.
May you keep a holy Lent.

!
Gordon

!
!
!
!
!

!
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Year’s Mind
Please remember before God those who have died
and whose year’s mind falls in February
1st Ann Estill, Florence Powell, Bill Chalmers
2nd Di Sugden, Richard Yeomans
6th Catherine Rodger
9th Joan Jolley
10th Bill Russell
13th Peter Driver
14th Ed Duncan, Olive Robinson
15th Catherine Foster, David Johnston
17th Billy Rodger
18th Elisabeth Willetts
19th Mary Williams
20th Liam Chalmers
21st William Ingles
22nd Jennie Stewart
23rd Marjorie MacDonald
27th Jean Mensing, Norman Spragg
28th Ken Bills

!

Dates for your diary
31 January - 6.30pm Largs Churches Together Candlemas Service
31 January - 7.30pm Largs Churches Together Committee Meeting
4 February - 2.00pm Meditation Group
8 February - 2.00pm Pastoral Team Meeting
9 February - 2.00pm Lent Bible Study begins
10 February - Ash Wednesday: 12.00noon Weekly Lent Lunches begin
17 February - 7.00pm Acolyte Training in church
21 February - 3.00pm Service at Haylie House
24 February - 7.45pm Book Group
1 March - 7.00pm Vestry Meeting
3 March - 2.00pm Meditation Group
4 March - 2.00pm World Day of Prayer at Clark Memorial Church
5 March - 9.30am Diocesan Synod at Holy Trinity & St Barnabas, Paisley
6 March - 8.30am Fairtrade Big Breakfast
8 March - 7.30pm Regional Council Meeting at Ardrossan
13 March - 12.30pm Fairtrade Fortnight Grand Raffle Draw
26 April - 7.00pm Vestry Meeting
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A title given to Jesus (4)
Holy day in January when Jesus was presented to the world (8)
Former city in Iraq, famed for hanging gardens (7)
Song of praise in the Bible (5)
Type of sum most older people learned to do at school (4,8)
Snake (3)
Cold, distant (5)
Said to be the first woman (3)
Modernity (2-2-8)
Caribbean country on the island of Hispaniola (5)
A permit to own or do something (7)
Cleric attached to a secular institution (8)
Top up (4)
Annual flowering plants (8)
Red-breasted bird (5)
Writing instrument (3)
Used in native American ceremonies of reconciliation (5,2,5)
Edible marine snails (7)
Another name for sweet potatoes (4)
Combative (12)
Musical instrument (5)
The empty home of a marine animal (8)
Type of pepper (7)
Boredom (5)
Fashionable and smart (4)
Hawaiian garland (3)
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Fairtrade Fortnight

!

Fairtrade fortnight 2016 will run from 29th February till 13th March, so
please remember to keep labels off the Fairtrade food/drink etc which
you buy .
There will be a draw for a hamper of Fairtrade goodies in the hall after
church on Sunday 13th March.
Raffle tickets will be exchanged for Fairtrade labels from Sunday 28th
February; 1 raffle ticket per label or 5 raffle tickets for 3 labels. A wine
bottle - or its label is worth 2 raffle tickets.
So start collecting now! All the supermarkets
sell Fairtrade goods - though you may
sometimes have to look for them! If not
immediately obvious, it is a good idea to ask,
as it registers interest.
Also Traidcraft offers a wide range of
produce (eg dried fruit and sugar, chocolates
biscuits, cakes, cleaning materials and gifts) - all fairly traded and
sourced from all over the world. They can be ordered through Linda
Young, and are usually delivered within a few days.

!

BIG BREAKFAST
The theme of Fairtrade Fortnight is 'Big Breakfast '. This is to highlight
the number of breakfast related products which are fairly traded.
To mark Fairtrade Fortnight in St Columba's, we are hosting a
congregational 'Big Breakfast' in the church hall, using
mainly fairly traded goods, on Sunday 6th March. This will
be served from 8.30am until 10.15am. You are invited
to join us after the 8am service or before the 11am
service. There will be no charge, but donations
to Christian Aid in will be accepted.
Don't forget the Fairtrade raffle to be drawn on
Sunday 13th, as detailed above.!
Jennifer Fitzgibbon

!
!
!
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Vestry Awayday Notes
The following discussions took place at the Vestry Awayday held at St
Peter’s, Dalry on 15 November 2015 with decisions taken as shown.
The Awayday commenced with the lighting of a candle and Morning
Prayer.
Data Protection and Vestry Responsibilities: Claire Johnson, who
deals with Data Protection in her work, kindly produced and circulated a
report on the subject of safeguarding personal privacy and the steps the
Vestry required to take to comply with the Data Protection Act 1998.
Claire spoke to her report and answered questions from Vestry
Members thereon. Following discussion it was agreed that the Secretary
write an article for the Church magazine – Please see separate article.
The Vestry thanked Claire for her report and guidance.
Trustee Issues: Chris Evans submitted a report on matters raised at an
OSCR regional event held in Ayr on 17 November for consideration by
the Vestry as follows:
1. Publishing Annual Accounts on our Website: This was
encouraged but the Vestry agreed to maintain the status quo
whereby a copy of the Accounts is provided on request.
2. Trustee Recruitment: Vestries are encouraged to carry out an
audit of skills/experience to identify any gaps and to look out with
the Church membership for volunteers who may fill that gap. The
Vestry were of the view that the recent Time and Talents event had
in effect been an audit of skills/experience but felt that filling the
post of Property Convener was worth exploring with Volunteer
Scotland. Chris undertook to pursue this.
3. Legal Responsibilities for Trustees: The Vestry were reminded
that these were set out in the Guide for Vestry Members (drafted
2014) and guidance was also on the OSCR website.
4. Register of Interests: The Vestry discussed whether to keep a
Register of Interests to ensure Trustees declare any outside
interests when discussing matters that conflict with those interests.
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It was agreed not to keep a Register but to remind Vestry
members that it was good practice to declare an interest where
there was, or was likely to be, a conflict and they should refrain
from taking part in any discussion thereon.
5. Indemnity Insurance: It was noted that all Trustees are covered
through our existing insurance policy up to a limit of £100,000 for a
single wrongful act, including volunteers helping out at authorised
fund raising events.
Treasurer’s Report: Chris Evans had previously circulated a report on
Receipts and Payments against the Budget for the period from 1
September to 26 November 2015. The report showed a surplus of
£26,294.70 due to a generous bequest of £25,000 from Revd. Canon
Joyce Pow’s Estate although there was a worrying shortfall in income
from Standing Orders and Free Will Offering envelopes showing the
need for a Stewardship Campaign in 2016.
A Said Eucharist was held followed by a lunch break.
Charitable Donations: The Vestry discussed which charities should
receive 20% of the proceeds of net fundraising in 2016 and agreed that
the local charity be Calum’s Cabin and the national one Who Cares
Scotland. The logos for these charities will be included inside the front
cover of the magazine; on publicity for fundraising events, such as on a
banner at Car Boot Sales, and on proposed display boards in the
Church.

!
Congregational Awayday: It was felt that a local location rather than
Lindisfarne would attract more attendees to the Awayday and it was
agreed to visit Rosslyn Chapel on Saturday 17 September with lunch at
a local hotel. Vicky Johnson undertook to post a notice inviting members
to register their interest in order to determine whether to hire a coach or
use cars.
Calendar for 2016: The Vestry set the Calendar for 2016.
Open Discussion: There was an open discussion on Church matters as
follows:
8

Remembrance Day Service: A view was expressed that holding Choral
Matins gave the impression to any visitors that this was our normal
service whereas the Sung Eucharist was easier to follow and more
accessible to visitors. The consensus shared this view and agreed that
for November Choral Matins be held on the first Sunday of the month
with the Act of Remembrance followed by a shorter Sung Eucharist on
the second Sunday to facilitate attendance at the War Memorial Service
at 12.15 p.m.
Training of Intercessors: The Rector advised that he would be
arranging a training evening in the Rectory for Intercessors.
Eucharist Together: The Vestry were happy with the current
arrangements but felt the hymns were not always appropriate for
children. The Rector undertook to arrange a meeting with the younger
members of the congregation and Colleen to discuss more appropriate
hymns.
Acolytes: Alice advised that she proposed to train Aubrey and Sophie
as Acolytes (candle bearers for the Gospel reading) for the Eucharist
Together and other appropriate Services and suggested they also do
Intercessions for the Eucharist Together using pre-set prayers which
they could adapt. It was agreed that this be looked at in the coming year
in consultation with Frances who arranges Intercessors.
Mission Action Plan: The Rector advised that display boards would
shortly be erected at the back of the Church or in the porch to show
visitors we are very much an active Church with a lot to offer in the
community. He also updated the Vestry on the funding of the labyrinth
following consideration of the matter by the Bishop and Conveners. In
that regard he had responded to two Conveners who had raised
questions on the costs involved and expressed his disappointment,
which was shared by the Vestry, that cost was now an issue when we
had been encouraged to apply for funding. The Rector undertook to draft
a letter to Bishop Gregor, for circulation to the Vestry for approval,
expressing our disappointment and stating that the MAP goal of
providing a labyrinth may not be met if funding from the Diocese was not
forthcoming.
9

Wednesday Liturgy: The Rector reported that the Wednesday morning
Liturgy had been changed from the 1982 to the 1970 version on a trial
basis for six months. As this had worked successfully it was agreed to
retain the 1970 version for that Service.

!

The Vestry recorded their appreciation to St Peter’s for the use of their
accommodation. The Secretary would write to convey those thanks and
enclose a cheque for £50 to cover costs.

!
!
!

Ray Young, Vestry Secretary

Data Protection Act 1998
At the last Vestry Awayday there was discussion on a report prepared by
Claire Johnson on the requirements of the Data Protection Act 1998 as the
Rector and Vestry Members were keen to ensure that we comply fully with its
provisions. In that regard it was determined to be good practice to advise all
members of the personal data we keep, who uses it and why, the type of
personal data kept and safeguards in place to protect the data from misuse or
inappropriate access as follows:
We maintain a Congregational Roll for (i) the Rector to have contact details
for members of the congregation for visits, etc.; (ii) the Vestry Secretary to
record membership and for Church administration; (iii) the Treasurer to
compile Gift Aid submissions and (iv) the Pastoral Team Leader to send cards
to the sick and bereaved. The type of personal information we process is the
name, address, contact phone number and email address of members and
that information will be shared solely with the Rector, Vestry Secretary,
Treasurer and Pastoral Team Leader. We do not make the information
available to any outside parties apart from statistical returns to the Diocesan
Office and advising them of contact details for Office Bearers.
To comply fully with the Data Protection Act and to safeguard the personal
information, the Congregational Roll will no longer be printed in hard copy
and tabled for amendments at the back of the Church prior to the AGM but
the Vestry Secretary will continue to keep and maintain a secure database of
current members on the Roll. Members are asked to advise him of changes
to their circumstances.
To further safeguard the personal information, Members’ details are kept
while they are members of the congregation and are deleted from the
10

database on death, one year after their last communion or if they request
their details to be removed.
Members can ask the Vestry Secretary at any time to remove their
details from the Roll.
As it is important not to keep personal records any longer than required for
the purpose it had been collected, all old Congregational Rolls and records
kept by the PVG Co-ordinator, Columba’s Creatives, the Summer Mission
and Monday Toddlers Group will be destroyed by shredding and/or burning.
In future only current records will be maintained by these groups and there
will be added to the Parental Consent Form a box to be ticked if they wanted
notification by email of future events.
I would thank Claire Johnson for her guidance on the steps we needed to
take as outlined above to comply fully with the Data Protection Act.
Ray Young, Vestry Secretary

!
!
Candlemas Service
The Largs Churches Together service to
mark Candlemas (the Feast of the
Presentation of our Lord in the Temple)
will be be hosted by our church again this
year. The service will take place at
6.30pm on Sunday, 31 January. We
should have a joint choir and the service
will be led by Bishop Idris. It would be
good if our congregation was well
represented at this special service.
Refreshments will follow this service as will
a meeting of the Largs Churches Together Committee.
The retiral offering will go to Christian Aid.

!
!
!
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Christian Aid Lent Lunches
The Lent Lunches for Largs will be
held in the halls of Clark Memorial
Church beginning on Ash Wednesday
(10 February). Lunches are offered
from 12.00noon - 1.30pm. The cost of
the bread and cheese lunch is £3 and
books of tickets are available. All
proceeds go to Christian Aid.
Please sign-up on the list in the
church porch if you are able to assist
by waiting on the tables at one or
more of these lunches.
There will be a meeting of the Largs
Christian Aid Committee following the first Lent Lunch.
The Rector

!
Book Group
Together with the Meditation
Group, the church Book Group is
an initiative set out in our
congregational Mission Action
Plan.
The Book Group meets once a
month to discuss a shared book.
These books are not necessarily
‘Christian’ or ‘theological’, they are
suggested by members of the
group and lead to wide-ranging
discussion including some theological reflection.
In November we read ‘The Bees’ by Laline Paull, and in January
discussed ‘The reluctant fundamentalist’ by Mohsin Hamid. The book
for this month is ‘When heaven and earth changed places’ a
Vietnamese woman’s journey from war to peace by Le Ly Hayslip with
Jay Wurts. Let me know if you would be interested in joining this
open group. We next meet in the Rectory at 7.45pm on Wednesday,
24 February.
The Rector
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Meditation Group

The Meditation Group continues to meet in the Rectory at 2.00pm on
the first Thursday of each month. This group is led by the Revd Liz
O’Ryan and offers an alternative way of prayer; one that is grounded
in communal silence and reflection.
The next meetings will take place on 4 February and 3 March. All are
most welcome to come along.
The Rector

!
!
!
!
!
‘Soul Keeping’
!
This year’s Lent Bible Study Group will meet for six sessions; each
Tuesday in the Rectory from 2.00pm - 3.30pm from 9 February - 22
March (excluding 16 February). In these sessions we will use study
material prepared by John Ortberg; ‘Soul Keeping’. This seeks to
have us explore and care for the most important part of our being: the
soul.

!

The sessions will be as follows:
i) What is a soul?
ii) The struggle of the soul
iii) What the soul needs
iv) The practice of grace
v) The practice of gratitude
vi) The practice of growth

!

I do hope you will make the most of the opportunities offered in this
Lenten Season to meet together and explore your spiritual
development.
The Rector
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‘Who Cares? Scotland’

At the Vestry Awayday in November 2015 it was agreed to support
my proposal to adopt ‘Who Cares? Scotland’ as our national charity
for 2016. This charity was close to my heart in my former role with
Children’s Hearings Scotland and I was delighted to make the case
for them.
‘Who Cares? Scotland’ is a national voluntary organisation established in 1978, who speak out for young people across
Scotland who have been in care (e.g. fostered or in Children’s
homes) seeking to ensure these young people are engaged with
their care journey; are supported to connect with wider networks of
care experienced young people locally and nationally; and are
empowered to speak up on behalf of themselves and the wider
population of care experienced young people across Scotland.
They do this by:
• Providing relationship based, independent advocacy to care
experienced young people up to 25 years of age.
• Providing group based activities and other local opportunities
for care experienced young people to make friends, have fun
and understand how 'care' is part of who they are and their
identity.
• Campaigning, providing training and education programmes for
corporate parents, and influencing national decision makers via
policy and lobbying activities.
I trust you will agree this is a worthy cause to support.
Linda Young

!

!
!
Car Boot Sale Dates for 2016
9 April, 21 May, 16 July, 20 August

!
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Acolytes Training
There will be some training for our
acolytes on Wednesday 17th February
at 7.00pm - immediately after
Columba’s Creatives in the church.

!

Thanks Alice

!
!
!
!
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‘Thank you’ from Blythswood Care

!
Thank you for participating in our 2015 Shoe Box Appeal.
We appreciate the support and thank you very much for the filled
boxes you donated.
Every box has a big impact on the life of the child, teenager or adult
who receives it. Things we take for granted can be luxuries to many
people.
Our thank you poster is displayed in the church porch. We hope you
enjoyed your involvement and that you will consider taking part again
in 2016.
Margaret Tooth Area Fundraising Manager, South and Central Scotland.

!

!
Please return your palm crosses by Sunday, 7 February!

!
16

!
Thanks!

!

Many thanks to everyone who supported last month’s ‘Burns
Light Night’. Those who attended enjoyed great food,
company and entertainment and we raised £359.29 too!
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Please check these rotas and note if you are included.
Please feel free to swap with others to ensure duties are covered for all services.

Services and Rota for February 2016
Day

Services and Sunday readings

Wednesday, 3

10.00am Said Eucharist (1970)

Sunday, 7!

8.00am Said Eucharist!
11.00am Sung Eucharist!
6.30pm Evening Prayer!

1 before Lent!

!

1 Kings 8:22-23, 41-43; Galatians 1:1-12;
Luke 7:1b-10
Wednesday, 10!
Ash Wednesday

Sunday, 14!

10.00am Said Eucharist (1970)!
7.00pm Sung Eucharist
8.00am Said Eucharist!
11.00am Choral Matins!

!

Server: Alice MacDonald!
Reader: Joan Hutton!
Intercessor: Ray Young

!
!

Server: Alice MacDonald

Reader: Elspeth Robertson!
Intercessor: Frances Robertson

!

Lent 1

Duty at Sunday 11.00am

Deuteronomy 26:1-11; Luke 4:1-13
Wednesday, 17

10.00am Said Eucharist (1970)

Sunday, 21!

8.00am Said Eucharist!
11.00am Eucharist Together!
6.30pm Evening Prayer!

Lent 2

!

!

Server: Hilary Moran!
Reader: May Kidd!
Intercessor: Ken Hinshalwood

Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18; Luke 13:31-35!
Wednesday, 24!
St Matthias

10.00am Said Eucharist (1970)

Sunday, 28!

8.00am Said Eucharist!
11.00am Sung Eucharist!
6.30pm Evening Prayer!

Lent 3

!

!

Server: Imogen Harvey!
Reader: Jennifer Fitzgibbon!
Intercessor: Alison Jones

Isaiah 55:1-9; 1 Corinthians 10:1-13; Luke 13:1-9

!
!
Readers for March 2016
6th: Hilary Moran,

13th: Gib Fitzgibbon

20th: Tim Johnston,

27th: May Kidd

!
!
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Diocesan website: www.episcopalglasgow.org.uk
Bishop

The Rt Revd Dr Gregor D. Duncan,
Bishop’s Office, Diocesan Centre,
5 St Vincent Place, Glasgow, G1 2DH.
Tel: 0141 221 6911 email: bishop@glasgow.anglican.org

The Clergy
Rector

The Revd Gordon B. Fyfe,
St Columba’s Rectory,
Aubery Crescent, Largs, KA30 8PR.
Tel: 01475 673143 email: gordon.fyfe@virginmedia.com

Associate

The Rt Revd Dr Idris Jones,
27 Donald Wynd, Largs, KA30 8TH.
Tel: 01475 674919 email: idrisjones43@hotmail.co.uk

!
The Vestry
Elected by the congregation to work with the Rector in the administration of the
church. Meets in January, March, September, November and as required.
Chair
Secretary
Treasurer and Lay Representative
Rector’s Warden
People’s Warden

Rector
Ray Young
Chris Evans
Linda Young
Vicky Johnston

673143
672410
673757
672410
329722

Members

Gordon Hodgson
Eleanor Witt
Jane Evans
Elsie Hinshalwood
Rose Oliver

674008
676322
673757
686984
674951

(Alt Lay Representative - Hilary Moran

Tel: 686213)

!
Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals, Confessions by arrangement with the Rector
Scottish Charity Number SC004796
The deadline for the February magazine is Sunday 20 February.
magazine articles should be sent to gordon.fyfe@virginmedia.com
Printed and published by St Columba’s Episcopal Church, Aubery Crescent, Largs KA30 8PR
The views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of the Rectory or the Vestry
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Life at St Columba’s

!
Director of Music

Colleen Anderson

07967 114624

Property Convenor

Vacant

Fundraising Committee

William Clark-Ferguson 07835 454534

Protection of Vulnerable Groups

Linda Young

(Contact Rector)

672410

Appointed by the Vestry and approved by the Bishop

Mothers’ Union

Hilary Moran

686213

Church Hall Diary

May Walker

673873

Flowers

Audrey Hodgson

674008

Sidesmen

Vicky Johnston

329722

Christian Aid

Nessie Rankin
Jane Evans

672357
673757

Deals with hall bookings

Representatives on inter-church Christian Aid Committee

Regional Council

William Clark-Ferguson 07835 454534

Intercessions Rota

Frances Robertson

686947

Altar Servers

Alice MacDonald

673370

Readers Rota

Rector

673143

If you would like to join any of the above, please see Frances, Alice or the Rector

Largs Churches Together

Nessie Rankin
Eleanor Witt

672357
676322

Press Officer

Hilary Moran

686213

Junior Church

Linda Young

672410

Health & Safety Officer

William Clark-Ferguson 07835 454534

!
Pastoral Visitors in the congregation
Eileen Binns (Coordinator, tel: 673580)
Elsie Hinshalwood, Joan Hutton and May Kidd
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