St Columba’s
Scottish Episcopal Church
Largs

April 2016
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‘Christ being raised from the dead will never die again:
death no longer has power over him.’
Romans 6:9
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The Scottish Episcopal Church is a self-governing province of the world-wide
Anglican Communion. This is a family of over 70 million Christians in more than
160 countries. Our nearest relations are the Church of England, the Church in
Wales and the Church of Ireland. Through the Porvoo agreement we are also in full
communion with many other branches of the Church.
St Columba’s in Largs, is one of over 60 Episcopal congregations that work and
worship within the Diocese of Glasgow and Galloway. We are part of Ayrshire
Region and our neighbours include congregations in Ardrossan, Dalry, Irvine,
Troon, Kilmarnock, Prestwick, Ayr and Maybole.
The area covered by St Columba’s includes Largs, Skelmorlie, Fairlie and West
Kilbride and ecumenically we play a very active part in Largs Churches Together.

!
!
SERVICES AT ST COLUMBA’S

!
Sunday: 8.00am Said Eucharist
11.00am Sung Eucharist (Choral Matins on second Sunday of the month)
6.30pm Evening Prayer (check noticeboard for details)
Refreshments are served in the hall following the 11.00am service

Wednesday: 10.00am Said Eucharist (Scottish Liturgy 1970)
Festivals and Saints Days as announced

!
The Daily Offices of Morning Prayer (8.00am) and Evening Prayer (5.00pm)
are offered publicly in church on most weekdays.
Please check the church noticeboard for details.
The church building is also open for private prayer on most days.

!
Visit our website:

largs-church.co.uk
!
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Dear Friends,
Easter was very early this year. It was almost as early as it can be.
This year, more than most, it seemed out of step with the academic
and civic calendars that try to keep the spring holidays to the first
fortnight in April. But that’s how it is when the Church Calendar
continues to keep Easter as a lunar festival - one that has a
potential variance of up to 35 days.
Over the centuries, and in recent days too, there have been various
attempts to regularise the celebration of our most central feast. It
has been suggested that, perhaps, it might be good to keep Easter
each year on the Sunday following the second Saturday in April. Of
course all the branches of the Church would have to agree to this if
we were to end the different celebrations that continue to be kept.
Who knows, within our lifetime we might see Easter fixed in the
same way that Christmas is.
For some this is important, for others it is not. I suppose what is
important is that we celebrate Easter at all. The resurrection of our
Lord, and his conquering of death and hell, is the very foundation of
our Christian faith. His victory is our victory over the grave. It is the
assurance that there are no limits to God’s love for us and nowhere
too dark for the brilliant light of that love to shine and overcome.
Each Sunday throughout the year is, in a very real sense, a mini
Easter. Each week we are called to participate in recalling his
passion and celebrating the new life he came to share with us.
In the face of all the suffering and fear of our broken world, the
Risen Christ proclaims the ultimate victory of life over death and of
love over hate. In Christ God seeks to unite our everyday
experience with himself, that we might live as people of joy and
hope; for ‘The Lord is Risen. He is Risen indeed. Alleluia!’
Yours in the faith,
Gordon

!
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Year’s Mind
Please remember before God those who have died
and whose year’s mind falls in April
4th Dorothy Nelson
5th Doris Binns
6th Scott McFarlane
7th Joan McGhie
8th Isobel Muir
10th Gladys Reid, William Binns
13th Jay Evans
14th Bob Hannay, Margaret Martin
16th Florence Ferguson-Taylor, Duncan Sladden (Priest)
17th Robert Thomson, Douglas Graham
19th Amy Fletcher
22nd Arthur Gusterson
23rd Louisa Allan
25th Leslie Clutterham, Tony Johnston
30th Doreen Fleming

!
!
!
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Dates for your diary

2 April - 10.00am - 12.00noon Water Aid Coffee
Morning in the Dunn Memorial Hall
9 April - 9.00am Car Boot Sale
10 April - 11.00am Sea Sunday
13 April - 7.00pm Book Group
16 April - 12.00noon Memorial Service for Mrs Jean Graham in
St Mary’s Cathedral, Glasgow
18 April - 10.00am Largs Monday Toddlers resumes following the Easter break
20 April - 6.00pm Columba’s Creatives resumes following the Easter break
22 April - 7.00pm Heart Start training
26 April - 7.00pm Vestry Meeting
9 May - 2.00pm Pastoral Team Meeting
12 May - 7.30pm Regional Council Meeting at Maybole
15 May - 6.30pm LCT Christian Aid Service at St John’s
21 May - 9.00am Car Boot Sale
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Crossword Puzzle
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1
3
9
10
11
12
14
16
19
21
24
25
26
27

Period of penitence before Easter (4)
A vicar's residence (8)
City of Italy destroyed by a volcano (7)
Entice (5)
Vast south Asian country (5)
Season (6)
Allow or empower (6)
Flower (6)
Respiratory disorder (6)
Ancient region of Palestine (5)
Book of maps (5)
Charged with crime, for example (7)
Relating to religious belief (8)
Sixty minutes (4)

1
2
4
5
6
7
8
13
15
17
18
20
22
23

Askew (8)
Entitled (5)
Most cold (6)
Table in church (5)
Yearbook (7)
Consumes (4)
Remember (6)
One living on Skye, perhaps (8)
Forgive (7)
Refuse to accept (6)
Journey to see animals. in Africa mainly (6)
Technical name for bread or wafers in church (5)
Dance (5)
Abstain from food (4)
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Lent Lunch ‘Thank You’
On behalf of the Christian Aid Committee I would like to thank everyone who
volunteered to help at the Lent Lunches this year. We have had a very
successful year and to date we have raised £2650. A huge ‘well done’ as we
couldn't have done this without so much fantastic help.

!
Thank you all so much. The money raised will make such a difference.
!
Kind regards
Liz Hamilton

!
CBRT Perth Conference

!

“We shape our buildings, thereafter they shape us”
Winston Churchill

I attended the Churches Buildings Renewal Trust conference at
St John’s Kirk in Perth on 4 March with the aim of finding out how other
churches were making use of either redundant churches and halls or
were seeking ways to bring new life to old buildings. About 40 people
attended from all over Scotland and we listened to a number of case
studies where churches or halls had been successfully renovated to
make them fit for purpose today. In one case, the Methodist and Baptist
churches had swapped premises in Edinburgh to accommodate growing
numbers and a desire to offer further facilities for corporate
entertainment or conferences. But the question was asked “Are we a
business or church?”, which didn’t sit easily with the presenters; but our
buildings are tools to help us in our mission.
We also heard from other churches that were developing their
contribution to the communities they serve and we were all encouraged
to have a business plan to ensure we could make ends meet, but we all
shared one thing in common in that our income is less than our
expenditure.
Whilst not directly relevant to our own situation here in St Columba’s, it
was good to hear from others who are making changes to their churches
and halls, and I’m grateful to the Vestry for covering my attendance fee.
Chris Evans
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SMALLS FOR ALL
I have recently heard of this charity run
out of Livingston which sends lightly
used bras and new underpants to
several African countries.
Wearing underwear is needed for their
security, health and well being. Not
only is it a health and hygiene problem
for many poor African communities, as
women often only own one pair of
tattered pants or have none at all, but
underwear is also seen as a status
symbol and offers a degree of security.
Women who can afford underwear
tend to be seen as having someone
who cares for them – a husband,
brother or father. They are not on their
own so they are not seen as vulnerable. Girls without pants don't attend
school several days each month and women who have had gynaecological
operations are allowed home from hospital much sooner if they have
pants.
Once sorted in Livingston, they get sent to places like Northern Uganda,
where there is a camp for Sudanese refugees, Freedom from Fistula
Foundation and Kenya Children's Home. Those worn bras that aren't good
enough, are recycled and the money from this goes towards the
transportation.
I would like our church to be a collection point for these. I will leave a
collection box at the back of the church. I'm hoping that I can get quite a
bit of support from Largs residents.
What do they need?
They must be new underpants and size wise for children, boys and girls,
aged 3-15 or ladies size 8-16.
We also accept new or ‘gently worn’ bras which can be any size.
Once I have enough I will get it to Livingston somehow. If you can suggest
ways to spread the news about this project, please speak to me.
Hilary Moran 686213

!
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Knitters/crochet appeal

The Mothers Union in this
diocese have many friends who
enjoy knitting/ crocheting. This is
where our knitting goes below.
I hope a few of you would like to
help knit for these deserving
causes. I have the odd pattern, if
you are interested. We have
spoken to mums who have lost
their baby and were so
appreciative that someone has
thought to make a beautiful burial
gown. The nurses on the maternity ward say that many of the young mums
have so little for their new born, that they will take as much as we can provide.
Princess Royal Glasgow
Neonatal - Small hats, small baby jackets, burial gowns and Angel pockets
Maternity and Malawi - Ordinary size hats, cardigans, incubator blankets,
teddies
Leeds children hospital - Bonding squares

!

Bonding squares
Double knitting, 7inch X 7 inch. Not lacy knitting. Need two the same colour
and stitch style. Gentle hand wash before going into a plastic bag. Don't us
mohair type of wool.

!

What are bonding squares?
One knitted square of approximately seven inches square is placed with baby
and another is worn against mum's skin, then the squares are swapped round
every 12 hours or every time mum visits. Little Billy Hayward was born 12
weeks early and weighed just 1lb 10oz! Two months on he is 4lb 3oz and is still
on the St James's Neonatal Unit but is doing really well.
His mum Jane uses the bonding squares and finds they are a huge help in
various different ways. First of all, they help with bonding because Billy can
smell her scent even when she isn't there or wasn’t able to get him out of his
incubator, and then when she goes home she can still smell his scent on the
square, which is a big comfort as she of course misses him.Not only this, but
she told us it has really helped with expressing breast milk. Keeping the scent
of the baby close by triggers the hormones needed to produce and express
the milk, which is very important as breastfeeding can be difficult for mothers
with premature babies.

Hilary Moran 686213
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Heart Start Training
!
A local First Responder, David MacDonald, will come and offer a Heart Start
training here at St Columba’s. The event will take place in the church hall at
7.00pm on Friday, 22 April.
I would urge all sides people and any others from the congregation to attend
this training in order that we might offer the highest possible care to anyone
in need of assistance in future.

!

An idea of the numbers involved in necessary, so do please print your name
on the list provided in the church porch and right amount of equipment will
be made available at the training.

!

A similar training took place a fews years ago and participants were
certificated then, but the passing of time now means that these certificates are
now out of date and must be renewed.

!

I hope many of us will sign-up and attend this vital training.
The Rector

!
Flagpole
It has been suggested that we could, perhaps,
raise the profile of our church by installing a
flagpole in the grounds. This might be placed
at the corner of Greenock Road and Aubery
Crescent and could potentially fly flags to mark
times of year or special occasions.
Members of the Vestry are investigating the
planning implications but would be interested
in hearing your views on the subject.
Pass on your comments to the Rector or any
member of the Vestry.
The Rector

!
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There will be a Car Boot Sale from 9.00am - 1.00pm
here at St Columba’s on Saturday, 9 April.
Volunteers and produce, items, etc are sought for the
Tea Room and various church stalls - Home-Baking,
Jewellery, Bric-A-Brac and Gate.
Donations can be left at the back of church
(no electrical items or clothing please).
New volunteers can contact the Rector.

!
!
!
Vestry Meeting
There will be a meeting of the Vestry at 7.00pm on Tuesday, 26 April.

!
!
Congratulations!
Congratulations to Peter and Elspeth
Robertson who celebrated their 65th
Wedding Anniversary on 31st March.

!
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Regional Council Report

!

The Rector, Lay Representative (Chris Evans) and Regional
Representative (William Clark-Ferguson) attended a meeting of Ayrshire
Regional Council at St Andrew’s Church, Ardrossan, on Tuesday 8
March.
In addition to the usual pieces of business, we heard a presentation from
the Revd Liz Crumlish. She is a Church of Scotland minister who, until
recently, served at a parish in Ayr. She spoke in her capacity as the one
heading up a new mission initiative within the Church of Scotland.
The initiative is called the ‘Path of Renewal’ and its aim is to bring the
church back to its basic calling - that of making disciples. It seeks to do
this by having congregations reassess who they are in their context and
develop ways of being church in a relevant way to the society in which
they are set.
The Church of Scotland may eventually offer this to all their parishes
but, for the moment, this two-year programme is being taken up by
around 23 congregations throughout the country as a pilot scheme.
The congregations cover a wide spread of localities, from urban to rural
and are spread throughout the United Kingdom, but mostly in Scotland.
The two year programme runs as follows:
Year One: Teaching on missional theology and leadership; principals
for managing change - moving from maintenance to mission; and
training and mentoring missional leaders.
Year Two: Teaching on community development - using a partnership
approach; spiritual formation, creating a discipleship process; and
creating effective local structures.
This is not about changing everything at once. The initiatives come
through a group assigned with that task that exists independent of the
usual structures of the congregation.
It was interesting to hear of these developments in another Scottish
denomination. It seemed to carry some similarities to our own Mission
Action Planning process - though this is ongoing for us and, in time,
should become part of the DNA of our life and witness.
The Rector

!
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Diocesan Synod Report

The Rector and Lay Representative attended the annual meeting of
Diocesan Synod on Saturday, 5 March, at Holy Trinity & St Barnabas,
Paisley.
During the opening Eucharist, Bishop Gregor, in his charge to Synod,
spoke at length on the importance of identity.
The Provost of the Cathedral, the Very Revd Kelvin Holdsworth, led a
session on the proposed revision of the Diocesan Constitution. This was
done by members of synod moving into groups that roughly mirrored
the seven regions that currently exist. During the discussion most fed
back that, though regional boundaries may change here and there, they
would prefer to maintain the present arrangements whereby
representatives to Diocesan Council were elected from their Region
rather than from Diocesan Synod.
There was an interesting presentation on the Bishop’s Lent Appeal ‘The
Bethlehem Arab Society for Rehabilitation’. It is hoped that the money
raised by the diocese this year will buy urgently needed equipment for
those who use this important facility.
The Rector

!
!
!

Sea Sunday

!

We will observe Sea Sunday this year on
Sunday, 10 April. The Revd Tim Tunley will
preach that day during the service of Choral
Matins and be free to answer any questions on
the work of the Mission to Seafarers over tea
in the hall following the 11.00am service.
Please come prepared to contribute to the
retiral collection for the Mission to Seafarers.
The Rector

!
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April Prayer Calendar

1: The College of Bishops
2: Gregor our Bishop
4: Retired Bishops
5: Retired Clergy
6: Farmers
7: Fishermen
8: Local Industry
9: All Seafarers
11: The work of the Mission to Seafarers
12: Health Professionals
13: All involved in further and higher education
14: Students preparing for exams
15: All refugees
16: The recently departed
18: The Clergy Chapter of Ayrshire
19: The United Nations
20: Local Government
21: The recently bereaved
22: Local First Responders
23: All Carers
25: (St Mark the Evangelist) St Mark’s church in East Kilbride
26: Members of the Vestry
27: Our neighbours
28: Those we find it difficult to love
29: Those struggling with addiction
30: A deepening of our prayer life

!
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Water Aid Coffee Morning
Saturday 2 April 2016
10 am till 12 noon
Dunn Memorial Hall, St John’s Church, Largs – entrance £1.50
WaterAid is the wonderful charity which provides clean water and safe
sanitation for some of the poorest people on earth. Over 2000 million
people have no access to these facilities which we take for granted, and
4000 children die from drinking dirty water every day.
Please come to the coffee morning and bring your friends. There will be a
sale of home-baking (please bring some if you are able) and a Traidcraft
stall.
Richard and Celia Walker will also be signing and selling copies of the
three books of their adventures including their latest book, Walkers on
Wheels, which tells of recent visits they have made to Chile and Bolivia,
Malawi and Zimbabwe. These books are not profit-making and are sold for
WaterAid. So far over £10,100 has been sent to WaterAid from their
books.

!
!
!

!
Have you tried the Church Book Group yet? It’s not too late.
We are currently reading ‘The Hundred Year-Old Man Who
Climbed Out the Window and Disappeared’ by Jonas Jonasson.
The Book Group next meet in the Rectory at 7.00pm on
Wednesday, 13 April.

!
!
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Vestry Notes

!

The Vestry met in the Rectory at 7.00pm on Tuesday, 1 March.
At this meeting the following items were discussed:

!

HeartStart- Vicky undertook to contact David MacDonald to arrange
HeartStart refresher training by end May. David also to be ask about
providing a defibrillator for the Church.
Data Protection- The Vestry noted that the action required to conform to the
terms of the Data Protection Act 1998 in order to safeguard personal
information had been taken and that the Secretary had written an article in
the December Magazine on the requirements, including advising him of any
changes to their circumstances.
Stewardship Campaign: Chris questioned whether a stewardship campaign
this year was the best way forward as it may be more appropriate to hold an
annual increased giving campaign. He undertook to bring forward proposals
to the next Vestry.
Congregational Awayday to Roslyn Chapel: Vicky advised that the cost of
a three course meal at the Old Roslyn Hotel was £20 and a two course
alternative could be arranged. The Rector advised that he would put up a
notice in the Church porch for those interested to sign up so that numbers for
catering and transport could be identified.
Training Intercessors- Rector undertook to arrange between Easter and
Summer.
Acolytes- Sophie and Aubrey have now been trained and undertook the role
of Acolytes at the last Eucharist Together.
Church Attendance Survey- Letter received from Scottish Church Census
advising that a church census will be undertaken among all the churches in
Scotland on Sunday 8 May 2016.
Quinquennial Report- Due to be carried out on 22 March. ARPL Associates
to carry out assessment at a cost of £800 plus VAT (total: £960).
Treasurer- Chris had previously circulated a report on Receipts and
Payments against the Budget for the half-year to 25 February. The report
showed a surplus of £25,557 due to the generous bequest from Revd Canon
15

Joyce Pow’s Estate but there was a worrying shortfall in income from
Standing Orders and Free Will Offering envelopes.
Social/Fundraising- The Rector reported that the ‘Burns Light Night’ had
been very successful and that William was planning another event to mark
the 140th anniversary of the laying of the Church foundation stone and 50th
anniversary of the opening of the Church Hall.
Congregational Matters-The Secretary advised that he will continue to
update the Congregational Roll with any amendments advised to him by
members of the congregation. Vicky to ascertain whether a display board at
her work can be made available to better display the congregation’s
photographs. The Rector undertook to arrange photos of new members not
currently displayed.
Mission Action Plan- The Rector reported that the Book Group and
Meditation Group were progressing well with some new faces. He advised
that he had been contacted by Bishop Gregor and the Dean regarding the
proposed labyrinth and this would be fully funded subject to quotes from a
landscape gardener and two others which he would arrange with a view to
work starting at the end of August. The prayer tree is being used and prayers
from the tree are included in Intercessions on the first Sunday each month.
Flag Pole- Linda suggested that a flag pole be sited in the front garden area
to raise the profile of the Church and as an act of outreach. Flags could be
flown to mark Saints’ days and members of the congregation with
attachments to other countries may wish to donate a flag of that country.
Following discussion, it was agreed that Linda write an article for the
magazine to seek the views of the congregation. Meantime Ray would
ascertain whether planning permission would be required.
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Across: 1 Lent, 3 Vicarage, 9 Pompeii, 10 Tempt, 11 India, 12 Spring, 14 Enable, 16 Crocus, 19 Asthma, 21
Judea, 24 Atlas, 25 Accused, 26 Theistic, 27 Hour.

!

Down: 1 Lopsided, 2 Named, 4 Iciest, 5 Altar, 6 Almanac, 7 Eats, 8 Recall, 13 Islander, 15 Absolve, 17
Reject, 18 Safari, 20 Hosts, 22 Disco, 23 Fast.

!
!
!
Thank You!
I would like to thank all who supported The Big Breakfast, especially Gib
who provided a constant supply of scrambled egg and bacon. It raised
almost £100 for Christian Aid.
Thanks also to all who brought in Fairtrade labels for the raffle.
The hamper was won by Annemauraide Hamilton.
Jennifer
Many thanks to Jennifer, too, for organising the events for Fairtrade
Fortnight and supplying the contents of the prize hamper.
The Rector

!
17

!
Please check these rotas and note if you are included.
Please feel free to swap with others to ensure duties are covered for all services.

!

Services and Rota for April 2016
Day

Services and Sunday readings

Sunday, 3!

8.00am Said Eucharist!
11.00am Sung Eucharist!
6.30pm Evening Prayer!

Easter 2!

!

Acts 5:27-32; Rev 1:4-8; Jn 20:19-31
Wednesday, 6

10.00am Said Eucharist (1970)

Sunday, 10!

8.00am Said Eucharist!
11.00am Choral Matins!
6.30pm Evening Prayer!

!

Easter 3!

!

Sea Sunday

Duty at Sunday 11.00am

!

Server: Chris Evans!
Reader: Gill Beresford!
Intercessor: Alice McDonald

!
!

Reader: Aubrey McCance!
Intercessor: The Rector

Acts 27:27-28:2; Matt 4:18-22
Wednesday, 13

10.00am Said Eucharist (1970)

Sunday, 17!

8.00am Said Eucharist!
11.00am Eucharist Together!
6.30pm Evening Prayer!

Easter 4

!

!

Server: William Clark-Ferguson!
Reader: Joan Hutton!
Intercessor: Ken Hinchalwood

Acts 9:36-43; Jn 10:22-30
Wednesday, 20

10.00am Said Eucharist (1970)

Sunday, 24!

8.00am Said Eucharist!
11.00am Sung Eucharist!
6.30pm Evening Prayer!

Easter 5

!

!

Server: Imogen Harvey!
Reader: Ray Young!
Intercessor: William Clark-Ferguson

Acts 11:1-18; Rev 21:1-6; Jn 13:31-35

Wednesday, 27!
St Mark (tr)

10.00am Said Eucharist (1970)

!
Readers for May 2016
1st: Elspeth Robertson,
15th: Hannah Harvey,

8th: May Kidd,

22nd: Tim Johnston

!
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Diocesan website: www.episcopalglasgow.org.uk
Bishop

The Rt Revd Dr Gregor D. Duncan,
Bishop’s Office, Diocesan Centre,
5 St Vincent Place, Glasgow, G1 2DH.
Tel: 0141 221 6911 email: bishop@glasgow.anglican.org

The Clergy
Rector

The Revd Gordon B. Fyfe,
St Columba’s Rectory,
Aubery Crescent, Largs, KA30 8PR.
Tel: 01475 673143 email: gordon.fyfe@virginmedia.com

Associate

The Rt Revd Dr Idris Jones,
27 Donald Wynd, Largs, KA30 8TH.
Tel: 01475 674919 email: idrisjones43@hotmail.co.uk

!
The Vestry
Elected by the congregation to work with the Rector in the administration of the
church. Meets in January, March, September, November and as required.
Chair
Secretary
Treasurer and Lay Representative
Rector’s Warden
People’s Warden

Rector
Ray Young
Chris Evans
Linda Young
Vicky Johnston

673143
672410
673757
672410
329722

Members

Gordon Hodgson
Eleanor Witt
Jane Evans
Elsie Hinshalwood
Rose Oliver

674008
676322
673757
686984
674951

(Alt Lay Representative - Hilary Moran

Tel: 686213)

!
Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals, Confessions by arrangement with the Rector
Scottish Charity Number SC004796
The deadline for the May magazine is Sunday 17 April.
magazine articles should be sent to gordon.fyfe@virginmedia.com
Printed and published by St Columba’s Episcopal Church, Aubery Crescent, Largs KA30 8PR
The views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of the Rectory or the Vestry
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Life at St Columba’s

!
Director of Music

Colleen Anderson

07967 114624

Property Convenor

Vacant

Fundraising Committee

William Clark-Ferguson 07835 454534

Protection of Vulnerable Groups

Linda Young

(Contact Rector)

672410

Appointed by the Vestry and approved by the Bishop

Mothers’ Union

Hilary Moran

686213

Church Hall Diary

May Walker

673873

Flowers

Audrey Hodgson

674008

Sidesmen

Vicky Johnston

329722

Christian Aid

Nessie Rankin
Jane Evans

672357
673757

Deals with hall bookings

Representatives on inter-church Christian Aid Committee

Regional Council

William Clark-Ferguson 07835 454534

Intercessions Rota

Frances Robertson

686947

Altar Servers

Alice MacDonald

673370

Readers Rota

Rector

673143

If you would like to join any of the above, please see Frances, Alice or the Rector

Largs Churches Together

Nessie Rankin
Eleanor Witt

672357
676322

Press Officer

Hilary Moran

686213

Junior Church

Linda Young

672410

Health & Safety Officer

William Clark-Ferguson 07835 454534

!
Pastoral Visitors in the congregation
Eileen Binns (Coordinator, tel: 673580)
Elsie Hinshalwood, Joan Hutton and May Kidd
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