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Alleluia
He is Risen!
!
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The Scottish Episcopal Church is a self-governing province of the world-wide
Anglican Communion. This is a family of over 70 million Christians in more than
160 countries. Our nearest relations are the Church of England, the Church in
Wales and the Church of Ireland. Through the Porvoo agreement we are also in full
communion with many other branches of the Church.
St Columba’s in Largs, is one of over 60 Episcopal congregations that work and
worship within the Diocese of Glasgow and Galloway. We are part of Ayrshire
Region and our neighbours include congregations in Ardrossan, Dalry, Irvine,
Troon, Kilmarnock, Prestwick, Ayr and Maybole.
The area covered by St Columba’s includes Largs, Skelmorlie, Fairlie and West
Kilbride and ecumenically we play a very active part in Largs Churches Together.

!
!
!
SERVICES AT ST COLUMBA’S

!
Sunday:

8.00am Said Eucharist
11.00am Sung Eucharist (Choral Matins on second Sunday of the month)
6.30pm Evening Prayer (check noticeboard for details)
Refreshments are served in the hall following the 11.00am service

Wednesday: 10.00am Said Eucharist
Festivals and Saints Days as announced

!
The Daily Offices of Morning Prayer (8.00am) and Evening Prayer (5.00pm)
are offered publicly in church on most weekdays.
Please check the church noticeboard for details.
The church building is also open for private prayer on most days.

!
Visit our website www.largs-church.co.uk

!
!
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Dear Friends,

!

As I write this we are approaching the end of the season of Lent, the time of
preparation for the celebration of our Lord’s mighty resurrection at Easter. It is
the most holy of seasons and so the Church offers all the faithful the opportunity
to enter into the pascal mystery by offering acts of devotion that are peculiar to
this time of year.

!

For many of us, worshipping each Sunday is our experience of what it is to be part
of the community of faith here at St Columba’s. This is well and good in and of
itself, but I would urge you to make full use of the ancient services of the Church
during Holy Week and Easter in order to deepen your faith in the one who gave
himself for us on the cross and who died our death that we might share in his
risen life.

!

From Maundy Thursday until Easter Day you are invited to the Triduum - the
three day long liturgy that has us accompany Christ from his Last Supper to the
Cross and on to his resurrection.

!

On Maundy Thursday we celebrate the Liturgy of the Last Supper, including the
washing of the feet, the stripping of the altar, and the watch at the temporary altar
of repose. Here we pray as our Lord did in the garden of Gethsemane
immediately before his passion.

!

On Good Friday we will share with other Christians in an act of witness as a cross
is carried through the streets of Largs. In the afternoon we will continue to
accompany Jesus in the way of the cross as we reflect together on the stations
around our building. Following this there is a service that focuses on his
crucifixion; a service that will end at 3.00pm, the hour he gave up his spirit.

!

On the late evening of Easter Eve the pascal fire will be lit and the new pascal
candle lit and set up in a darkened church as we hold a vigil in the light of his
promise to us of new life. This service concludes with the joyful first Eucharist of
Easter.

!

Our tradition is very rich indeed and I hope you will not simply leap from Palm
Sunday to Easter Day and miss the cross; but rather fully participate in all that is
provided for the deepening of your Christian faith.

!

May you have a blessed Holy Week and Easter,
Gordon

!
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Year’s Mind
Please remember before God those who have died
and whose year’s mind falls in April
4th Dorothy Nelson
5th Doris Binns
6th Scott McFarlane
7th Joan McGhie, Robert Thomson
8th Isobel Muir
10th Gladys Reid, William Binns
13th Jay Evans
14th Bob Hannay, Margaret Martin
16th Florence Ferguson-Taylor, Duncan Sladden (Priest)
17th Robert Thomson
18th Bob Thomson
19th Amy Fletcher
22nd Arthur Gusterson
23rd Louisa Allan
25th Leslie Clutterham, Tony Johnston, Bob Thomson
30th Doreen Fleming

!
!
!
!
!

!

Largs Monday Toddlers

We still continue to have a good following of mums and grandparents coming
each week. We now have 11 volunteers from the church who come about
once a month, but we have someone leaving us again so would really like
someone else from the church to say they could help. We all enjoy seeIng the
babies grow to toddlers, it is hard work but enjoyable. Gordon has decided to
attend each week after Easter which is very supportive and will help in
building the church bonds with the parents. Fiona Ferguson visited with her
little dog and was enjoyed by the children. We have 2 weeks off for Easter
and start again on 20th April. Plans are to finish the summer term off with a
teddy bears picnic, so clean up your teddies and come along!
Hilary

!
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Dates for your diary:
10 April - 10.00am L.C.T. Walk of Witness
15 April - 2.30pm Pastoral Team Training
16 April - 7.30pm Website Planning Meeting
18 April - 9.00am Car Boot Sale
19 April - 3.00pm Service at Auchinlea Nursing Home
20 April - 7.30pm Summer Mission Planning Meeting
27 April - 7.00pm Vestry Meeting
30 April - 2.00pm Pastoral Team Meeting and Final Training
14 May - 7.30pm Regional Ascension Day Eucharist (Largs)
24 May - 11.00am Confirmation and Baptismal Service
30 May - 9.00am Car Boot Sale
7 June - 11.00am MAP Service and Review
9 June - 7.00pm Patronal Festival & Social
April Prayer Calendar
1: (Holy Wednesday) The College of Bishops
2: (Maundy Thursday) A spirit of servanthood
3: (Good Friday) Thanksgiving for the cost of our salvation
4: (Holy Saturday) All who feel hopeless and despairing
6: (Easter Monday) Gregor our Bishop
7: (Easter Tuesday) The Church in Scotland
8: (Easter Wednesday) All missionaries
9: (Easter Thursday) Those training for ministry
10: (Easter Friday) The recently baptised
11: (Easter Saturday) The local community
13: Single parents
14: The unemployed
15: Local industry
16: Local government
17: Voluntary agencies
18: Residents of local nursing homes
20: All carers
21: Local schools and colleges
22: Our families
23: (St George) The people of England
24: Our friends
25: (St Mark the Evangelist) St Mark’s, East Kilbride
27: Our Vestry
28: Those preparing for exams
29: (Catherine of Siena) All Teachers
30: Our Pastoral team

!
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Sailing and Shopping

!

A while ago Alex and I were on a two week cruise to the Azores and Portugal.
As usual we went to the short interdenominational services held each Sunday
on board. ‘Eternal Father, strong to save’ takes on quite a new meaning
when rocking and rolling in the Bay of Biscay!!
At one of the services we heard the following poem read and both found it
very moving. Perhaps you will too.!

!
!

Pat McMillan!
Heaven’s Grocery Store
I was walking down life's highway a long time ago. 	

One day I saw a sign that read, 	

"HEAVEN'S GROCERY STORE"	

As I got a little closer the door came open wide 	

And when I came to myself I was standing inside. 	

I saw a host of ANGELS. 	

They were standing everywhere. 	

One handed me a basket and said, "My Child shop with care". 	

Everything a Christian needed was in that grocery store. 	

And all you couldn't carry, you could come back the next day for more. 	

First, I got some PATIENCE: LOVE was in the same row. 	

Further down was UNDERSTANDING: 	

You need that everywhere you go. 	


!

I got a box or two of WISDOM, a bag or two of FAITH. 	

I just couldn't miss the HOLY GHOST, 	

For it was all over the place. 	

I stopped to get some STRENGTH and COURAGE 	

To help me run this race. 	

By then my basket was getting full, 	

But I remembered I needed some GRACE. 	

I didn't forget SALVATION, for SALVATION was free, 	

So I tried to get enough of that to save both You and Me. 	

Then I started up to the counter to pay my grocery bill, 	

For I thought I had everything to do the MASTER'S Will. 	

As I went up the aisle, I saw PRAYER: and I just had to put that in, 	

For I knew when I stepped outside, I would run into Sin. 	

PEACE AND JOY were plenty they were last on the shelf. 	

SONG and PRAISE were hanging near, so I just helped myself. 	

Then I said to the angel, "Now, how much do I owe?" 	

He smiled and said, "Just take them everywhere you go.”	

Again, I smiled and said, "How much do I really owe?" 	

He smiled again and said, 	

"MY CHILD, JESUS PAID YOUR BILL 	

A LONG, LONG TIME AGO."	
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Miss Ellie’s Lament!

Here am I, sad and lost and alone waiting
for my life to get back to normal - my silly
Gilly has broken her hip and had to send
me back to my old home. It’s a good
place to be, I am spoilt but my grown-up
son is jealous and resentful, hissing his
displeasure. I had to give him a good cuff
about the ears before respect and peace
prevailed.!
Anyway Gill has returned home with me and although I don’t like that
simmer-thing that she clomps about with she knows where my food is
kept and allows me back on her knees!!
She has a stream of visitors who have an eye for a well-presented
Selkirk Rex and can be easily persuaded to find my maximum purr
points.!
Also I see the smile as she looks at the many, many cards full of kind
messages which she has received from all her friends.!
Thank you very much for bringing the joy back into both our lives.!

!
Miss Ellie (passed on from Gill Beresford)
!
!
!
!
!
Confirmation Classes
!

Someone has approached me with an interest in being Baptised and
Confirmed. Confirmation Classes will begin in the next couple of weeks
and will run for 6 sessions. Please let me know if you, too, would be
interested in being Confirmed. Classes are also open to those who
might wish to participate in a ‘refresher course’.

!

Bishop Gregor will be with us for the service of Baptism and
Confirmation at Pentecost, Sunday 24 May.

!
The Rector
!
!
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!

Congregational Away Day

It is hoped that a congregational away day might be possible one
Saturday in August. Please sign-up on the sheet in the church porch if
you would be interested in journeying together to the Holy Island of
Lindisfarne.

!
The Rector
!
!
!

Largs Churches Together
Services for Holy Week and Easter

During Holy Week, from Monday, 30 March - Saturday 4 April, the
congregations of Largs are invited to join together each evening at
7.30pm in St John’s Church for a short act of worship. Local clergy will
lead the service each evening. Our own congregation will be
responsible for the service on Wednesday, 1 April.

!

The Good Friday Walk of Witness will leave from our church at 10.00am
on Friday, 3 April and end at the War Memorial. All who participate in
the Walk are invited to the Dunn Memorial Hall for tea and Hot Cross
Buns following this joint witness.

!

Members of the Largs Congregations are invited to an open-air service
at the War Memorial on Easter Day (5 April) at 8.00am.

!

On Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Holy Saturday, we will have our
own provision of worship here at St Columba’s as follows:

!

Maundy Thursday: 7.30pm The Liturgy of the Last Supper including
washing of the feet, Eucharist, stripping of the altar and the watch.

!

Good Friday:

!
Holy Saturday:
!

10.00am L.C.T Walk of Witness
1.15pm Stations of the Cross
2.00pm Liturgy of the Last Hour
9.00pm Easter Vigil and first Eucharist of Easter

I hope you will make every effort to fully participate in the services
offered at this most holy season.

!

The Rector
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!

Congregational Retreat

It may be possible for some members of our congregation to join with
another (St Paul & St John the Evangelist, Monklands) for a few days
retreat at the College in Millport. It would be helpful if I had an idea of
just how many from St Columba’s would be interested in participating
this year. The Retreat would be from Thursday, 11 - Sunday, 14 June.
The total cost is £189.50 (£61 per night full board plus £6.50 for Sunday
lunch).

!
Spaces are limited, so please sign-up by Easter Day (5 April).
!
The Rector
!
From Moses to Adam and Back Again

In the Scottish Episcopal Church, we use the Revised Common Lectionary (shared
with all the major denominations) to determine the readings that we use on a Sunday
and at other times. This stops the clergy from picking their favourite texts to preach
on and avoiding some of the more challenging passages. The readings follow a three
year cycle and range widely over the books of the Bible.
Even though the Church hears the Word of God through the diverse circumstances of
many individuals and groups, from time to time we hear very familiar passages.
Such was the case on Mothering Sunday, when we heard the story of Moses in the
bulrushes. Now as I have said from time to time in sermons, the trouble with very
familiar passages is that it can be difficult to really hear, because as soon as we
recognise the passage it is very tempting to simply replay what we are already
familiar with, rather than listening carefully, as though for the first time.
In our Lenten study group we are using paintings, in conjunction with familiar texts,
to gain new insights into some of the key events in the life of Christ, and those taking
part have benefitted greatly from that experience. On Mothering Sunday, we had the
opportunity to see the story of Moses in the bulrushes through new eyes; the eyes of
five of our younger members, who jumped at the opportunity to enact the passage
with the aid of a few props.
What Aubrey, Rebecca, Sophie, Lucy and Matthew did for us was to tell the story
through their interpretation of the characters, and that was not necessarily how we
might have seen them previously. Rebecca showed us a rather petulant and assertive
daughter of Pharaoh, much more realistic than the rather saccharine character that I
had picked up from Sunday School and illustrated Bibles. Matthew gave us a
Pharaoh who was rather bored with what his daughter was getting up and that, of
course, was ultimately his downfall. The care with which Lucy, in the role of Miriam
(Moses older sister) placed Moses in his basket in the rushes, and Sophie as Jochebed
9

(Moses mother) nursed him were lovely demonstrations of Mothering. All of this
followed a clear and thoughtful reading of the passage from Exodus by Aubrey, who
also acted as attendant to Pharaoh’s daughter.
I would imagine that everyone present must have heard or seen something new in this
very familiar passage, through the way that our younger members saw it. This
perhaps demonstrates what Jesus meant in Matthew 21:15-16:
“But when the chief priests and the scribes saw the amazing things that he did, and
heard the children crying out in the temple, ‘Hosanna to the Son of David’, they
became angry and said to him, ‘Do you hear what these are saying?’ Jesus said to
them, ‘Yes; have you never read, “Out of the mouths of infants and nursing babies
you have prepared praise for yourself”?’”
When Henri Nouwen gave up a glittering academic career and accepted an invitation
to join the L’Arche Daybreak community in Richmond Hill, north of Toronto as its
pastor in 1986, it was something that transformed his life. “Daybreak was his
homecoming”. He lived in one of the homes and was asked to help Adam Arnett, a
man with a severe disability, with his morning routine. Nouwen’s book “Adam, God’s
Beloved” describes how Adam became his friend, his teacher and his guide. He also
frequently took Adam, or one of the other severely disabled members of the
Community, as co-presenter on his lecture tours. He did this because he said that in
his one-to-one relationship with people who society often regards as simply the
recipients of care, he had learnt so much, and he wanted those attending his lectures
to appreciate the mutuality of learning, nurturing and mothering that he experienced
daily at Daybreak in accompanying Adam.
Reflecting on our experience on Mothering Sunday and Henri Nouwen’s experience
at Daybreak, we would all do well to take to heart what Paul wrote to the Corinthians:
“Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of
services, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same
God who activates all of them in everyone. To each is given the manifestation of the
Spirit for the common good. To one is given through the Spirit the utterance of
wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, to
another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, to
another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the discernment of
spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues.”
1 Cor 12:4-10
We can all of us learn from everyone else in our community of faith and all those that
we encounter in our lives, no matter differences in age, experience, education, or
other characteristics. God is able to show himself through anyone and everyone and
in doing so does not need their permission. As Gerard Hughes wrote in his book
“God in all Things”:
“God is very near, is at hand. ‘The Word became flesh and dwelt among us.’ But in
spite of God’s continuous efforts to make this known to us, we have nevertheless
10

managed to make God remote, and we take remarkable care to keep God at a
distance!”
We risk missing out on many riches if we fail to pay attention to God speaking to us
through everyone we encounter including of course: Lucy, Rebecca, Sophie,
Matthew, Aubrey and Adam.

!

Revd James Currall

!
Vestry Notes

The following matters were discussed and decisions made at the meeting of
the Vestry on 9 March:
Church website– A Short Life Working Group had met to progress the
redesign of the website with helpful input from Andrew, Imogen and Hannah
Harvey.
North Ayrshire Food Bank- Vicky continues to take any donated food to the
Largs outlet. Catriona Nardini had donated the contents of the Fairtrade
hamper she had won in the raffle to the Food Bank which was much
appreciated.
Altar Frontal- The contemporary design of the altar frontal painted by Jane
McCance had been much admired and commented on over the Christmas
period. The Secretary will write to Jane to thank her for the frontal and her
time and talent.
Congregational Retreat- The Rector advised that the Cathedral in Millport
was fully booked for June but there was a possibility of us doubling up with St
Paul & St John the Evangelist, Monklands, Airdrie who had a booking that
month led by his previous Rector’s Warden. The Rector will pursue this
opportunity.
Property- A new lock has been installed on the Rectory door and James has
resolved a problem in the en-suite. Chris and James have cleaned all the
gutters around the Church, hall and Rectory with only the garage remaining to
be done. The Vestry recorded their appreciation of the work to maintain
Church property that James and Chris have undertaken.
Chris has undertaken to (i) arrange a roofer to undertake some tiling which
was out of reach of our ladders and (ii) arrange a joiner to (a) secure loose
floorboards at the pulpit, (b) replace the rotten windowsill at the Office and (c)
11

advise and quote on insulating the ceiling of the dunny to stop draughts
coming up to the organ and choir area. Ray is obtaining advice regarding the
hall floor which was in need of sanding and sealing with a water based
sealant.
Budget- There is currently a budget surplus of £14,450.91 due primarily to
savings on property costs and a generous bequest of £10,000. A saving of
£1,552.22 has been made in gas and electricity charges from December
2014 to date due to revising heating timings and this will continue to be
monitored;
Social/Fundraising- The next fundraising event is the Car Boot sale on 18th
April. Compost located behind the garage is to be bagged and sold at the Car
Boot and to the congregation.
Protection of Vulnerable Groups- It was noted that by end June all those
working with vulnerable children or adults will be PVG registered.

!

MAP Review- Columba’s Creatives was going well every Wednesday from to
6 to 7 pm. The labyrinth was still subject to attracting funding and the holding
of Film and Discussion meetings in the Hall was being pursued by Gib. These
matters will continue to be developed and progressed through the year.
Bishop’s Lent Appeal- This year’s Appeal will be for the Scottish Episcopal
Institute to help finance those going forward for ordination.
Pastoral Team- The Pastoral Team have now attended three of the five
training events and they will be licensed by the Bishop on completion.
Votive Candles- A plate is to be placed on the flower box for members
wishing to donate for votive candles.
Largs Monday Toddlers Group- Volunteers are required to assist on
Monday mornings. The Rector has committed himself to attend every Monday
so he can get to know the mothers and guardians who attend and this will
mean that there is no longer a need for the key to the hall being passed
between volunteers.
Hassocks- The hassocks currently have to be moved from pew to floor and
vice versa for cleaning purposes, etc. The Rector, Chris, Eleanor and Elsie
are to meet to look at the feasibility of adding hooks to the back of pews and
a brass ring to each hassock so they can hang from the pew.
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The late Revd Canon Joyce Pow- The Vestry expressed their sadness at
the recent death of Joyce and placed on record how grateful they were for the
contribution she had made to the life of our church and to the local community
through the friendships she created. It was felt appropriate to have a
memorial item for her in the Church in recognition of her service and the
Vestry members will give some thought to this at the next Vestry meeting on
27 April.
Ray Young, Vestry Secretary

!
!
!
!

Bishop’s Lent Appeal

Please remember to return your offering towards the Bishop’s Lent Appeal.
This year all diocese’ of the Scottish Episcopal Church are contributing to the
work of the Scottish Episcopal Institute in training men and women for
ordination.
Your Lent Appeal offering should be returned on Easter Day (5 April).

!

Remember the Easter Egg hunt in the church gardens
following the 11.00am service on Easter Day!
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Please check these rotas and note if you are included.
Please feel free to swap with others to ensure duties are covered for all services.

Services and Rota for April

!
Day

Services and Sunday readings

Wednesday, 1

Duty at Sunday 11.00am

10.00am Said Eucharist

Maundy
Thursday

7.30pm Liturgy of the Last Supper

Good Friday

10.00am L.C.T. Walk of Witness!
1.15pm Stations of the Cross!
2.00pm Liturgy of the Last Hour

Holy Saturday

9.00pm Easter Vigil

Sunday, 5!
Easter Day

8.00am Said Eucharist!
11.00am Sung Eucharist!

!

Isa 25:6-9; Acts 10:34-43; Mk 16:1-8
Wednesday, 8

10.00am Said Eucharist

Sunday, 12!

8.00am Said Eucharist!
11.00am Choral Matins!

!

Low Sunday

All Servers

!

All Servers!
Reader: May Kidd!
Intercessor: Jennifer Fitzgibbon

!

Reader: Elspeth Robertson!
Intercessor: Alice MacDonald

1 Jn 1:1-2:2; Jn 20:19-31
Wednesday, 15

10.00am Said Eucharist

Sunday, 19!

8.00am Said Eucharist!
11.00am Eucharist Together!
(3.00pm Service at Auchinlea)!

Easter 3

!

!

Server: Alice MacDonald!
Reader: Hannah Harvey!
Intercessor: Ken Hinshalwood

Acts 3:12-19; Lk 24:36-48
Wednesday, 22
Thursday, 23!
St George

7.00pm Said Eucharist

Sunday, 26!

8.00am Said Eucharist!
11.00am Sung Eucharist!

Easter 4

Wednesday, 29

!

10.00am Said Eucharist

!

Acts 4:5-12; 1 Jn 3:16-24; Jn 10:11-18

!

Server: Hilary Moran!
Reader: Joan Hutton!
Intercessor: Ray Young

10.00am Said Eucharist

Readers for May:
3rd: Alison Jones, 10th: Rose Oliver,
17th: Nessie Rankin, 24th: Gill Beresford
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Diocesan website: www.episcopalglasgow.org.uk
The Clergy
Bishop:

The Rt Revd Dr Gregor D. Duncan,
Bishop’s Office, Diocesan Centre,
5 St Vincent Place, Glasgow, G1 2DH.
Tel: 0141 221 6911 email: bishop@glasgow.anglican.org

Rector

The Revd Gordon B. Fyfe,
St Columba’s Rectory,
Aubery Crescent, Largs, KA30 8PR.
Tel: 01475 673143 email: gordon.fyfe@virginmedia.com

Curate

The Revd Dr James E.P. Currall,
9 Aitken Street,
Dalry, KA24 4BX.
Tel: 01294 833294 email: jcurrall@talktalk.net

The Vestry
Elected by the congregation to work with the Rector in the administration of the
church. Meets in January, March, September, November and as required.
Chair
Secretary
Lay Representative
(Alt Lay Representative
Rector’s Warden
People’s Warden
Members

Treasurer

Rector
Ray Young
Rose Allan
Hilary Moran
Linda Young
Alice MacDonald
Gordon Hodgson
Eleanor Witt
Vicky Johnston
Jane Evans
Elsie Hinshalwood
Chris Evans

673143
672410
673185
686213)
672410
673370
674008
676322
329722
673757
686984
673757

Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals, Confessions by arrangement with the Rector

!
Scottish Charity Number SC004796
The deadline for the April magazine is Sunday 19 April.
magazine articles should be sent to gordon.fyfe@virginmedia.com

!
Printed and published by St Columba’s Episcopal Church, Aubery Crescent, Largs KA30 8PR
The views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of the Rectory or the Vestry
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Life at St Columba’s

!
Director of Music

Cailin Anderson

07967 114624

Property Convenor

Vacant

Fundraising Committee

William Clark-Ferguson 07835 454534

Protection of Vulnerable Groups

Linda Young

(Contact Rector)

672410

Appointed by the Vestry and approved by the Bishop

Mothers’ Union

Hilary Moran

686213

Church Hall Diary

May Walker

673873

Flowers

Audrey Hodgson

674008

Sidesmen

Alice MacDonald

673370

Christian Aid

Nessie Rankin
Jane Evans

672357
673757

Regional Council

Eleanor Witt

676322

Intercessions Rota

Frances Robertson

686947

Altar Servers

Alice MacDonald

673370

Readers Rota

Rector

673143

Deals with hall bookings

Representatives on inter-church Christian Aid Committee

If you would like to join any of the above, please see Frances, Alice or the Rector

Largs Churches Together

Nessie Rankin
Eleanor Witt

672357
676322

Press Officer

Hilary Moran

686213

Junior Church

Linda Young

672410

Health & Safety Officer

William Clark-Ferguson 07835 454534

!
Pastoral Visitors in the congregation
Eileen Binns (Coordinator, tel: 673580)
Elsie Hinshalwood, Joan Hutton and May Kidd
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